Introduction

The One and Only lvan Lesson Plans offer an immersive learning experience based
on the award-winning book by Katherine Applegate. This ESL lesson plan aims to
captivate students' interest in literature through engaging activities centered
around the themes of friendship, compassion, and empathy. The story of Ivan, a
silverback gorilla living in captivity, provides an excellent opportunity for language
development while encouraging discussions about animal rights and humanity. With
its rich narrative and thought-provoking content, The One and Only Ivan Lesson
Plans are designed to inspire ESL students to explore language skills through
meaningful storytelling and critical thinking.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Captivity The condition of being imprisoned or confined
Empathy The ability to understand and share the feelings of another
Friendship A mutual relationship between people based on affection and support
Narrative A spoken or written account of connected events; a story.

Compassion Sympathetic pity and concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others.

Contextual Usage



1. After reading about Ivan's life in captivity, students can discuss how they would
feel if they were in a similar situation.

2. When exploring the theme of friendship, students can talk about real-life
examples that demonstrate what it means to be a good friend.

3. In the context of compassion, students can brainstorm ways to show
compassion towards animals and people in need.

4. Reading Ivan's narrative, students can analyze how his story reflects the
concept of empathy and its importance in society.

5. Engaging in discussions about captivity, students can explore different
perspectives on animals living in zoos or sanctuaries.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for The One and Only Ivan Lesson Plans, begin with an engaging
warm-up activity. You could ask students to imagine themselves as animals in a zoo
and to express their feelings through gestures and sounds, using language
elements such as "captivity," "freedom," and "compassion." This not only eases
them into the theme of the lesson but also encourages them to use descriptive
language in a fun and interactive way.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Map

To reinforce vocabulary, have students create a word map using terms such as
"captivity," "empathy," and "narrative." In groups, they can brainstorm synonyms,
antonyms, and related phrases for each word. Encourage them to discuss the
significance of these words in the context of the story.

Listening Exercise: Character Interviews



Assign each student a character from the book and have them prepare questions
based on the character's role and personality. Then, conduct mock interviews in
pairs where one student acts as the character while the other asks questions. This
activity enhances listening skills while diving deeper into character analysis.

Roleplay: Debate on Animal Rights

Divide students into groups to prepare arguments either in favor of or against
keeping animals in captivity. After sufficient preparation time, hold a structured
debate session allowing students to express their opinions respectfully. This
encourages critical thinking and language expression through real-life debates.

Reading and Writing: Diary Entry

Ask students to imagine themselves as Ivan and write a diary entry expressing his
thoughts about captivity, friendship, or freedom. This exercise fosters creative
writing skills while connecting emotionally with key themes from the lesson.
Students can then share their diary entries for further discussion.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, encourage students to research and present information about
wildlife conservation efforts or organizations working for animal rights. They can
also write a reflective piece on the emotional journey of lvan, connecting the
themes of captivity and freedom to personal experiences or observations.
Additionally, have them create a visual representation (drawing, collage, etc.) of a
significant scene from the story and write a descriptive caption to accompany it.
These tasks reinforce the lesson's content and provide an opportunity for
independent exploration.

Conclusion



Summary

The One and Only Ivan Lesson Plans offer a rich learning experience centered on
themes of empathy, friendship, and compassion. Through vocabulary activities,
listening exercises, roleplay, and creative writing tasks, students engage with the
story's content while honing their language skills.

Reflection

As students conclude the lesson, prompt them to reflect on how the themes
explored can be applied in their language development. Encourage them to
consider how expressing empathy through words or understanding narratives can
enhance their language proficiency and cultural awareness. This self-reflection aids
in reinforcing the lesson's impact on their linguistic growth.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhanced Language Skills

The One and Only Ivan Lesson Plans provide a platform for ESL students to develop
language skills in a meaningful context. Through engaging with the story's themes
and characters, students can expand their vocabulary, improve listening and
speaking abilities, and strengthen reading and writing competencies.

Critical Thinking and Cultural Understanding



Exploring topics such as empathy, compassion, and animal rights not only
stimulates critical thinking but also fosters cultural understanding. Students are
prompted to analyze complex societal issues while considering diverse
perspectives, enriching their overall language learning experience.



