Introduction

The Paper Bag Princess ESL Lesson Plan

The purpose of this ESL lesson plan is to engage students in learning English

through the captivating story of "The Paper Bag Princess."” This timeless tale not
only enhances language skills such as reading, writing, and listening, but also

imparts valuable lessons about teamwork, perseverance, and independence.

Through this lesson plan, students can develop their language abilities while

delving into a beloved story that encourages critical thinking and empathy.
Craft an engaging introduction that highlights the significance of using "The Paper
Bag Princess" as a tool for ESL learning.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab

Princess

Dragon

Castle

"Prince"

Independent

Definition
A female member of a royal family, usually the daughter of a king and queen.

A mythical, fire-breathing creature often depicted as large and scaly with bat-
like wings.

A large fortified building or set of buildings, typically associated with royalty
or nobility.

In the context of the story, denotes a traditional male royal figure who
rescues princesses in fairy tales. Can also be used to introduce gender
stereotypes for discussion purposes in class. (Note: The inclusion is for
educational purposes to discuss gender roles and stereotypes)

Capable of thinking or acting for oneself; not influenced by others



Contextual Usage

1. The princess lived in a beautiful castle overlooking the kingdom.

2. The dragon breathed fire and smoke as it flew through the night sky.

3. The prince valiantly rode his horse to rescue the captured princess from the
dragon's lair.

4. Elizabeth showed her independent spirit when she decided to rescue herself
from Prince Ronald's expectations.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To start the lesson, organize a "Fairytale Challenge" where students are tasked with
creating their own modern version of a fairytale. Provide them with a list of
characters, including princesses, dragons, and princes (to initiate discussion on
traditional gender roles in fairytales), while encouraging them to think outside the
box. This activity not only captivates students' attention but also introduces
language elements relevant to "The Paper Bag Princess," setting an imaginative
and interactive tone for the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Traits

In this activity, students will identify character traits demonstrated by Elizabeth (the
princess) and Prince Ronald in the story. Divide the class into small groups and
provide each group with a list of character traits (e.qg., brave, clever, arrogant). Ask
them to discuss and assign these traits to the characters based on evidence from
the text. Encourage group discussions and allow each group to present their
findings to the class.



Roleplay: A Modern Twist

Engage students in a roleplay exercise where they reinterpret key scenes from "The
Paper Bag Princess" with a modern-day twist. This can include changing gender
roles or introducing unconventional problem-solving approaches. Encourage
creativity and pair work as students collaborate to develop their scenes before
presenting them to the class.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing

After reading the story, have students imagine they are one of the characters who
has been through an extraordinary experience. Ask them to write a letter
expressing their feelings or thoughts after facing such an event. This encourages
critical thinking, enhances writing skills, and provides an opportunity for individual
expression.

These activities aim at reinforcing language learning while promoting critical
thinking, creativity, and collaboration among ESL learners through "The Paper Bag
Princess" lesson plan.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can be tasked with writing their own short fairy tale.
Encourage them to incorporate the themes and lessons from "The Paper Bag
Princess" into their stories. This assignment not only reinforces the lesson content
but also provides an opportunity for creativity and further language practice outside
of the classroom setting.

Conclusion



Summary

In conclusion, "The Paper Bag Princess" ESL lesson plan has provided students with
the opportunity to not only enhance their language skills but also explore themes of
resilience, independence, and creativity through the popular fairy tale.

Reflection

Students are encouraged to reflect on how the story and its lessons can be applied
in their language development. They can consider how they can incorporate
vocabulary learned into their daily communication and how the critical thinking
skills developed during this lesson plan are vital for their language advancement.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

"The Paper Bag Princess" serves as an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its
engaging storyline and relatable characters, which captivate the students' interest.
The story promotes critical thinking, creativity, and discussions about traditional
gender roles, providing ample opportunities for language practice within a
meaningful context. Moreover, the themes of resilience and independence resonate
across cultures, making it a valuable resource for diverse ESL classrooms.



