Introduction

The Pillars of the Earth ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to
historical fiction while also improving their English language skills. Set in 12th-
century England, the novel provides a rich backdrop for learning vocabulary,
comprehension, and writing. Through this lesson plan, students will engage with
medieval English history and culture while simultaneously honing their language
abilities. This topic holds great relevance as it offers a unique blend of literature and
language learning, making it an exciting and immersive experience for ESL
students.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab Definition
Medieval relating to the Middle Ages; characterized by knights, castles, and feudalism
Cathedral a large and important church headed by a bishop

(v.) to rob a place using violence, especially in wartime; (n.) the action of robbing

Pillage a place

Monk a member of a religious community living under vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience

Feudalism ° political system prevalent in medieval Europe where land was exchanged for

military service or labor

ESL Warm-up Activity

Divide the students into groups and assign each group a role to play, such as
knights, villagers, or craftsmen. Encourage them to interact using language
appropriate for their roles and the medieval setting. This activity will set the tone



for the lesson by immersing students in the historical context of The Pillars of the
Earth while also promoting language use and creativity.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building: Pillars of the Earth
Terminology

Provide a list of vocabulary words relevant to the setting, characters, and plot of
"The Pillars of the Earth." Ask students to define these terms and use them in
sentences to demonstrate understanding.

Roleplay: Medieval Marketplace

Have students imagine themselves as characters in a medieval marketplace. Assign
roles such as merchants, customers, or beggars and encourage them to engage in
dialogue using appropriate language from the time period.

Reading Comprehension: Character Analysis

Select key characters from "The Pillars of the Earth" and provide excerpts featuring
their actions or dialogue. In small groups, have students analyze the character's
traits, motivations, and role in the story. Encourage discussions on how language is
used to convey character personalities.

Writing Exercise: Medieval Letter Writing

Ask students to write letters in the style of characters from "The Pillars of the
Earth," using appropriate language and addressing themes or events from the



novel. This activity reinforces writing skills while immersing students further into
the historical context.

ESL Homework Assighnment

For homework, students can practice their writing skills by composing a short story
set in a medieval town, incorporating vocabulary and concepts learned from "The
Pillars of the Earth." Encourage them to use descriptive language to create an
engaging narrative reflecting the historical context of the novel.

Conclusion

Summary of Key Points

Throughout this lesson, students delved into the rich historical context of "The
Pillars of the Earth," expanding their vocabulary, engaging in role-play activities,
and honing their writing and reading comprehension skills.

Reflective Application

Encourage students to reflect on how immersing themselves in the language and
setting of the novel has enriched their understanding and appreciation for both
English language development and historical fiction. Encourage them to consider
how this experience can be applied beyond the classroom to further enhance their
language skills.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning



The Pillars of the Earth provides an immersive and captivating learning experience
for ESL students. Here are a few reasons why this topic is excellent for language
development:

- Historical Context: The novel's medieval setting offers a unique opportunity for
students to explore and learn about a different time period, expanding their cultural
knowledge and understanding.

- Vocabulary Expansion: Through engaging with the novel, students encounter new
vocabulary related to medieval life, architecture, social hierarchy, and more. This
exposure enhances their vocabulary repertoire and improves their overall language
skills.

- Language Use in Context: By analyzing dialogue and narration from the novel,
students practice using English in meaningful contexts. They develop
comprehension skills as they decipher complex sentence structures and idiomatic
expressions.

- Cultural Understanding: Exploring historical fiction allows students to gain insights
into different cultures and societies. They can compare the past with the present,
fostering cross-cultural awareness while enhancing their language abilities.

Overall, The Pillars of the Earth ESL Lesson Plan combines literature, history,
vocabulary building, and critical thinking skills to create an enriching educational
experience for ESL learners.



