
Introduction

The Secret Garden ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic children's

novel, "The Secret Garden," by Frances Hodgson Burnett. This lesson plan aims to

improve students' English language skills by engaging them with the enchanting

story of Mary Lennox and her discovery of a hidden garden. Through this topic,

students will enhance their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing abilities

while also learning about themes such as friendship, nature, and personal growth.

The lesson encourages creativity and critical thinking in students as they explore

the captivating world of "The Secret Garden."

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Mansion A large, imposing residence.

Gardener A person who tends and cultivates a garden.

Enchanting Delightfully charming or captivating.

Secretive Inclined to conceal feelings and intentions; not candid or open.

Neglected Suffering a lack of proper care; disregarded or ignored.

Contextual Usage

- The mansion in the story is described as an old, mysterious building with hidden



secrets.

- The gardener took great pride in his work, meticulously tending to every plant in

the garden.

- The enchanting beauty of the secret garden left Mary spellbound.

- Colin was secretive about his visits to the garden until he finally revealed it to

Mary.

- The neglected garden started to bloom again after it received proper care and

attention.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on "The Secret Garden," begin with a thrilling warm-up

activity. Provide students with an intriguing image of a locked gate leading to a

garden and encourage them to speculate about what might be hidden behind it.

Prompt them to discuss in pairs or small groups, using descriptive language to

express their ideas. This will not only pique their curiosity but also introduce

important vocabulary related to secrets, gardens, and mystery – setting the tone for

the captivating journey into "The Secret Garden."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Secret Garden

Scavenger Hunt

Use a variety of nature-related vocabulary words from "The Secret Garden" and

create a scavenger hunt activity. Provide students with a list of items related to the

story's garden, such as flowers, animals, or specific features, and ask them to find

pictures representing these items. Encourage students to work in pairs or small

groups, discussing and describing their findings using the vocabulary words.



Listening Comprehension: Soundscapes of the

Garden

Play recordings or online soundscapes of different natural environments like

gardens or forests. Instruct students to close their eyes and listen attentively,

focusing on the sounds they hear. Afterward, facilitate a group discussion where

students share their interpretations and feelings evoked by the soundscape, using

descriptive language. This activity encourages active listening and fosters

vocabulary expansion related to natural surroundings.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, encourage students to write a descriptive paragraph or short story

about their own imagined secret garden. They should incorporate the vocabulary

and descriptive language learned in class to vividly depict the setting, plants, and

atmosphere of their imaginary space. This task reinforces the lesson's themes and

extends creative writing practice beyond the classroom, allowing students to

deepen their understanding of the topic.

Conclusion

Recap of Key Points

Throughout this lesson, we delved into the enchanting world of "The Secret

Garden," expanding our vocabulary with words related to nature, mystery, and

emotions. We engaged in activities that fostered listening comprehension, creative

thinking, and descriptive language skills. By exploring the themes and settings of

the story, we deepened our understanding of its characters and plot.

Application to Language Development



Reflect on how the descriptive language used in "The Secret Garden" can be

applied to your own writing. Consider how you can incorporate similar vivid

descriptions and evoke emotions through your choice of words. Recognize the value

of active listening when interpreting sounds or scenarios related to nature – a skill

crucial for effective communication. These insights gained from "The Secret

Garden" lesson can significantly contribute to your overall language development

as you continue your English language journey.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

"The Secret Garden" serves as an exceptional topic for ESL learning due to its rich

vocabulary, descriptive narrative, and engaging themes. The story not only

introduces students to new words related to nature but also offers a compelling

context for expanding their comprehension and creative writing skills. Through this

captivating tale, students can explore the English language in a meaningful and

imaginative way, providing ample opportunities for vocabulary acquisition and

linguistic development.


