Introduction

The Secret Garden ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in English
language learning through the exploration of the classic novel "The Secret Garden"
by Frances Hodgson Burnett. This lesson plan aims to improve students'
vocabulary, reading comprehension, and speaking skills while immersing them in a
captivating story. By delving into the enchanting world of "The Secret Garden,"
students will not only enhance their language abilities but also develop critical
thinking and empathy as they understand the characters and themes within the
novel. The lesson plan offers a holistic approach to language learning, making it
both educational and enjoyable for ESL students.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
manor A large stately house or mansion, often set in extensive grounds with gardens.
garden A piece of ground, often near a house, used for growing flowers and other

plants.
mysterious Difficult or impossible to understand, explain, or identify.
friendship The emotions or conduct of friends; the state of being friends.

secret Something that is kept or meant to be kept unknown or unseen by others.

Contextual Usage



1. The manor in the novel was an old and grand building surrounded by vast
gardens.

2. The mysterious door in the garden fascinated the children.

3. Mary found friendship and comfort in the company of Dickon.

4. The children discovered a secret key hidden beneath a stone.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson and immerse students in the world of "The Secret Garden,"
begin with a captivating warm-up activity. Display images or draw simple
representations of a garden, flowers, a key, and a mysterious door on the board.
Ask students to describe what they see using adjectives related to mystery and
beauty. Encourage them to use terms from the book's vocabulary such as
"mysterious,"” "enchanted," or "secretive." This will set the tone for the lesson while
activating their prior knowledge and sparking their curiosity about the story.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: "Garden Adjectives"

Divide the students into small groups and provide each group with a set of garden-
themed images. Ask them to come up with adjectives to describe the scenes in the
pictures. Each group will then present their chosen adjectives to the class,
explaining how they evoke feelings related to mystery or beauty.

Listening Activity: "Sounds of the Garden"

Play recordings of various natural sounds such as birds chirping, water flowing,
leaves rustling, etc. Ask students to listen carefully and write down adjectives that



come to mind while they hear these sounds. Afterward, engage them in a
discussion about how these sounds can be used to create an atmosphere in
storytelling.

Roleplay Activity: "Character Conversations"”

Assign each student a character from the novel and ask them to prepare a short
dialogue between their character and another using appropriate language and tone.
Encourage them to think about how their characters would communicate based on
what they know about them from the story.

Reading and Writing Activity: "Secret Garden
Journal"

In pairs, have students imagine themselves as one of the characters in The Secret
Garden and write a journal entry expressing their thoughts and feelings after
discovering an unexpected secret in the garden. Encourage creativity and deep
thinking as they narrate from their character's perspective.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, ask the students to write a short story set in a secret garden.
Encourage them to use as many descriptive adjectives and vocabulary words from
the lesson as possible. This will reinforce their understanding of the vocabulary and
themes while allowing them to express their creativity through writing.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary



Throughout this lesson, students have explored the enchanting world of "The Secret
Garden" while enhancing their vocabulary, listening skills, and creativity. They have
delved into descriptive language, engaged in character dialogue exercises, and
sharpened their writing abilities through journaling from a character's perspective.

Reflection and Application

Encourage students to reflect on how the use of descriptive adjectives and
engaging storytelling can be applied to other aspects of language development.
Prompt them to consider how expressing emotions through writing or dialogue can
further strengthen their communication skills in English.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

"The Secret Garden" offers a rich landscape for ESL learning, providing students
with an immersive experience in descriptive language, storytelling, and emotional
expression. By engaging with the novel's themes and characters, students can
expand their vocabulary while honing their reading, writing, and speaking skills. The
story's captivating elements also encourage critical thinking and empathy, making
it an ideal resource for ESL classrooms striving to foster holistic language
development.



