
Introduction

The topic of "The Three Little Pigs Lesson Plan" serves as an engaging and

interactive way to teach English as a second language. This classic children's story

provides a wealth of vocabulary, comprehension, and storytelling opportunities for

ESL learners. By exploring the familiar storyline of the three little pigs and the big

bad wolf, students can develop their language skills in a fun and memorable

context. The lesson plan allows students to practice speaking, listening, reading,

and writing while immersing themselves in a timeless tale.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Pig
A domesticated hoofed mammal with a short nose, a curly tail, and a bountiful

appetite.

Wolf A carnivorous mammal of the genus Canis known for its howl and predatory nature.

Brick A rectangular block of hard material used in building walls and houses.

Straw
(noun) - Dry stalks of grain, used especially as fodder or as material for thatching,

packing, or weaving. (verb) - Cover or provide with straw.

House A building for human habitation. It provides shelter from the elements and security.

Contextual Usage

- The three little pigs built their houses using different materials; one used straw,



one used sticks, and the third pig built his house with bricks.

- The big bad wolf huffed and puffed to blow down the house made of straw.

- After escaping from the wolf's attempts to blow down their homes, the pigs

sought refuge in the brick house.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on "The Three Little Pigs," begin with an interactive activity

that sets the stage for exploration. Divide the class into small groups and provide

each group with images of different materials such as straw, sticks, and bricks. Ask

them to discuss and speculate on how these materials might be relevant to a story.

Encourage them to use descriptive adjectives and phrases related to the materials,

such as "hard as a brick" or "light as a feather." This warm-up not only captures

students' attention but also introduces vocabulary associated with the story, laying

the groundwork for the upcoming lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Build a House

Divide the students into small groups and provide them with different sets of

vocabulary cards related to the story (e.g., pig, wolf, straw, sticks, bricks). Instruct

the students to work together to use the vocabulary cards to construct sentences or

short passages retelling different parts of the story. Encourage group discussions on

sentence structure and foster creativity in using the provided words.

Reading and Writing: Story Retelling

Assign each student a specific character from "The Three Little Pigs" story. Ask

them to write a monologue or dialogue from their character's perspective



explaining their choices in building their house. After writing, pair up students with

different characters for a roleplay activity where they act out their characters'

interactions.

Listening Comprehension: Sound Effects

Storytelling

Play an audio recording of "The Three Little Pigs" story while asking students to

listen for specific sound effects that represent elements of the narrative (e.g.,

knocking on doors, wind blowing down houses). Discuss as a class how these

auditory cues enhance storytelling and comprehension.

Roleplay: Alternate Endings

In small groups, have students come up with alternative endings for "The Three

Little Pigs." Each group will then perform a roleplay showcasing their unique ending.

Encourage creativity and critical thinking as they consider how changes in plot can

impact character decisions.

ESL Homework Assignment

Homework Assignment: Character Diary Entries

Task the students with writing diary entries from the perspective of one of the

characters in "The Three Little Pigs" story. The diary entry should reflect on the

events of the story and provide insights into the character's thoughts and emotions

during key moments.

Creative Project: Design Your Own Story



Instruct students to create their own version of a short story following a similar

structure to "The Three Little Pigs." Encourage them to invent new characters,

settings, and challenges while incorporating vocabulary and storytelling techniques

learned in class.

Listening Practice: Narrative Retelling

Have students listen to an audio recording of "The Three Little Pigs" at home, then

retell the story using their own words. This exercise reinforces listening skills and

encourages independent comprehension.

Students can choose one or more assignments based on their interests and

strengths to complete for homework.

Conclusion

Summary

Through the exploration of "The Three Little Pigs," students have reinforced their

vocabulary, comprehension, and storytelling skills in a captivating context. The

lesson provided opportunities for group discussions, pair work, and hands-on

exercises to enhance language comprehension.

Reflective Learning

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the vocabulary and

narrative elements from "The Three Little Pigs" story can be applied to their overall

language development. From enhancing descriptive language skills to

understanding the importance of strategic decision-making in storytelling, this

lesson offers valuable insights that extend beyond just understanding a classic tale.



Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging Learning

The Three Little Pigs Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it offers a

familiar and engaging story that captures the students' imagination. Its simple

narrative structure and repetitive elements make it accessible for English language

learners, enabling them to grasp essential vocabulary and grammatical concepts in

a reinforcing context.

Multifaceted Learning Opportunities

This topic provides multifaceted learning opportunities, incorporating vocabulary

building, listening comprehension, storytelling, and creative expression. Through

activities related to the story, students can enhance their language skills while also

honing their critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. The engaging nature of

the narrative encourages active participation and aids in retention of linguistic

elements.


