
Introduction

The Very Quiet Cricket ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the world of insects

and wildlife through the story of a little cricket who embarks on a journey to find his

own voice. This lesson plan aims to engage students in learning English while

exploring themes of friendship, perseverance, and finding one's identity. Through

this topic, students will expand their vocabulary related to nature and insects while

practicing listening, reading, and speaking skills. The lesson also fosters creativity

and imagination as students explore the sights and sounds of nature through

storytelling and language activities.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Cricket A small insect related to grasshoppers, known for its chirping sound.

Chirp (Of a small bird or an insect) make a short, high-pitched sound.

Firefly A soft-bodied beetle with bioluminescent organs that produce a glow.

Glowworm

The wingless and sometimes luminous female of various fireflies and other

beetles. A female firefly; especially : one that does not fly and has

undeveloped wings

Whirligig

Beetles

Small aquatic beetle that‘s shaped like a submarine, has two sets of eyes and

squirts digestive enzymes on the bottom to digest prey outside their bodies

before sucking it up.

Contextual Usage



1. The cricket hid in the grass, making a faint chirp as if trying to communicate

with its friends.

2. As night fell, the fireflies danced around the bushes, their soft glow lighting up

the dark night.

3. The children spotted colorful whirligig beetles swimming rapidly across the

surface of the pond.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for The Very Quiet Cricket ESL Lesson, start with a nature sound

bingo. Prepare bingo cards with pictures of different insects, animals, and natural

elements such as leaves or flowers. As students arrive, give each one a bingo card

and ask them to mark off the items they hear in an audio clip of nature sounds. Play

the clip and let the students listen carefully. This activity not only captures their

attention but also introduces vocabulary related to nature, setting a tone for the

upcoming lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Nature Scavenger Hunt

To engage students with the vocabulary related to nature and insects, organize a

nature scavenger hunt. Split the class into small groups and provide them with a list

of items related to nature, such as types of plants, insects, or natural materials. Ask

the groups to search for these items around the school grounds or in a nearby

outdoor area. Encourage them to use the vocabulary they have learned from The

Very Quiet Cricket story when identifying and discussing the items they find.

Reconvene after the activity for a group discussion on what they discovered.

Listening Activity: Sound Identification Game



Utilize sound clips or recordings of various insects and animals mentioned in The

Very Quiet Cricket story. Play these sounds for the students and ask them to identify

each one based on their understanding of the text. This activity not only sharpens

their listening skills but also reinforces their comprehension of insect names and

sounds.

Roleplay Activity: Character Conversations

Assign each student a character from The Very Quiet Cricket story, such as the

cricket, ladybug, bee, etc. Have them create dialogues between characters using

expressions relevant to insects or using sound words like "chirp" or "buzz." This

roleplay activity encourages creativity while reinforcing vocabulary usage in

context.

Writing Activity: Story Sequencing

Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups to write and illustrate their

version of what happens next in The Very Quiet Cricket's journey. This exercise

promotes collaborative storytelling while allowing students to express narrative

sequences using newly acquired vocabulary related to nature and wildlife.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, assign the following tasks to reinforce the lesson content:

1. Vocabulary Review: Ask students to create flashcards or a vocabulary list with the

key terms and expressions learned during The Very Quiet Cricket lesson. They

should write the word on one side and the definition on the other, then practice

reviewing them regularly.

2. Listening Practice: Provide students with a short audio clip of nature sounds,

similar to the warm-up activity in class. Ask them to listen carefully and identify as

many different sounds as they can. They can record their answers in a journal or

submit them digitally.



3. Writing Prompt: Have students write a short paragraph describing their own

encounter with an insect or nature-related experience. Encourage them to use

descriptive language and include vocabulary words from The Very Quiet Cricket

story.

4. Reflection Exercise: Ask students to reflect on how they relate to The Very Quiet

Cricket's journey of finding his voice and what it means for them personally or

academically. They can write a brief reflection piece or discuss it in class during the

next session.

Remember that assigning appropriate homework tasks reinforces what was covered

in class while providing opportunities for independent practice and application of

new knowledge and skills.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Very Quiet Cricket ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the

world of insects and nature while enhancing their English language skills.

Throughout this lesson, students explored vocabulary related to insects and nature,

engaged in various activities such as a nature scavenger hunt and sound

identification game, and practiced writing and speaking through roleplay and

storytelling.

Reflecting on this lesson, students have learned valuable vocabulary words

associated with insects like "cricket," "chirp," "firefly," "glowworm," and "whirligig

beetles." They have also developed listening skills by identifying different sounds of

insects. Additionally, through roleplay activities, they had the opportunity to

practice conversations using insect-related expressions. Writing assignments

further allowed them to express their creativity while incorporating new vocabulary

into their narratives.

By participating in The Very Quiet Cricket ESL Lesson Plan, students not only gained

knowledge about nature but also improved their language development. They

learned how to effectively communicate using descriptive words and engage in

group discussions centered around the theme of the story.

Moving forward, students can apply what they have learned by exploring more

stories or articles related to insects or even conducting research on different types

of wildlife. They can continue practicing their vocabulary through daily

conversations or journaling about encounters with nature.



The Very Quiet Cricket ESL Lesson Plan serves as an engaging platform for

language learning while fostering an appreciation for the natural world around us.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant

The Very Quiet Cricket ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to

its engaging and relevant nature. The story captivates students' attention with its

relatable characters and relatable theme of finding one's voice. This relevance

makes it easier for students to connect with the material, enhancing their overall

learning experience.

Vocabulary Expansion

The Very Quiet Cricket presents numerous opportunities for vocabulary expansion.

Students are introduced to a range of insect-related words such as "cricket,"

"chirp," "firefly," "glowworm," and "whirligig beetles." By delving into these

interesting vocabulary items, students can expand their English lexicon while

gaining knowledge about the natural world.

Language Skills Development

This lesson plan also focuses on developing various language skills. Students

engage in activities that improve their listening abilities, as they identify different

insect sounds from audio clips. Furthermore, roleplay activities encourage speaking

skills by allowing students to portray the characters from the story through

dialogues in context.



Creativity and Imagination

By exploring The Very Quiet Cricket ESL Lesson Plan, students are encouraged to

tap into their creativity and imagination. Activities like writing prompts or

storytelling enable them to express themselves freely while applying the

vocabulary learned during the lesson. This fosters a positive learning environment

that encourages self-expression and critical thinking skills.

In conclusion, The Very Quiet Cricket serves as an outstanding topic for ESL learning

due to its engaging nature, vocabulary expansion opportunities, development of

various language skills, and promotion of creativity and imagination among

learners. Its relevance ensures that students remain motivated throughout the

lesson while acquiring essential language abilities in a fun-filled manner.


