
Introduction

The Wizard of Oz ESL Lesson Plan provides a captivating and engaging way to

improve English language skills while exploring the classic tale of Dorothy's journey

through the magical land of Oz. This lesson plan is designed to immerse students in

a rich vocabulary and storytelling experience, fostering language development

through activities that incorporate listening, reading, and speaking skills. By using

the enchanting story of The Wizard of Oz as a backdrop, students can enhance their

English proficiency in a fun and interactive manner.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Emerald City
The brightly green-colored city in the Land of Oz, where the Wizard of Oz

resides.

Yellow Brick

Road

A magical road made of yellow bricks that leads to the Emerald City, which

Dorothy must follow to meet the Wizard.

Tornado
A violent windstorm characterized by a twisting, funnel-shaped cloud; this

event transports Dorothy's house to the Land of Oz.

Ruby Slippers
"Magical shoes worn by Dorothy that possess powers capable of helping her

return home."

Munchkins
The small inhabitants of Munchkinland in the Land of Oz and are known for

their cheerful personalities and colorful attire.

Contextual Usage



- After landing in Munchkinland, Dorothy embarks on her journey along the Yellow

Brick Road to reach Emerald City.

- When caught in a tornado, Dorothy clings onto her Ruby Slippers as her house

is swept away to a mystical land.

- The Munchkins welcomed Dorothy with cheers and applause upon defeating the

Wicked Witch.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick-start the Wizard of Oz ESL lesson, organize an engaging activity where

students create their own "Yellow Brick Road" in the classroom using yellow tape or

paper. As they construct the road, encourage them to use English vocabulary

related to landmarks and locations such as "Emerald City," "Munchkinland," and

"Witch's Castle." This interactive warm-up not only captures students' attention but

also sets a thematic tone for the upcoming lesson while introducing key terms from

The Wizard of Oz tale.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Land of Oz Scavenger Hunt

Prepare a list of key items and locations from the Land of Oz, such as "Tin Man,"

"Cowardly Lion," "Poppy Field," and "Witch's Castle." Divide the class into small

groups and provide them with the list. Instruct students to locate images or

representations of these items within the classroom or in storybooks. Encourage

them to discuss their findings using descriptive English vocabulary.

Roleplay: Meeting the Wizard



Organize a roleplay activity where students take on the roles of Dorothy, Scarecrow,

Tin Man, and Cowardly Lion, portraying their encounters with different characters in

The Wizard of Oz. This hands-on exercise promotes speaking and listening skills as

students engage in group discussions to plan out each character's dialogue while

embodying their personalities from the story.

Reading and Writing: Character Analysis

Assign each student a character from The Wizard of Oz (Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin

Man, Cowardly Lion) and provide excerpts from the book describing their traits and

actions. Ask students to analyze their assigned character's personality traits and

experiences before presenting their findings to the class through short written

summaries or oral presentations. This activity strengthens reading comprehension

while developing writing skills.

Listening Comprehension: Follow the Yellow

Brick Road

Create audio clips depicting scenes along Dorothy's journey down the Yellow Brick

Road. After playing each clip, encourage students to discuss what they heard in

pairs or small groups before sharing their interpretations with the class. This

activity enhances listening skills while promoting collaborative learning through

group discussions.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, ask students to illustrate a scene from The Wizard of Oz and write a

short narrative describing the events and characters in English. Encourage them to

incorporate the vocabulary and expressions learned in class into their narratives,

reinforcing both creative and language skills. Additionally, students can also listen

to an audio recording of a chapter from the book or watch a film adaptation with



English subtitles to further immerse themselves in the story outside of the

classroom.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout the Wizard of Oz ESL lesson, students delved into the enchanting world

of Oz, expanding their vocabulary and language skills while engaging in activities

themed around the classic tale. They explored key locations, characters, and plot

elements, reinforcing their understanding of English in a fun and immersive

manner.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how storytelling can enhance

their language development. By practicing descriptive language through character

analysis and imaginative writing tasks related to The Wizard of Oz, they have honed

their linguistic abilities while being captivated by a timeless narrative. This

experience opens doors for them to apply these skills across various contexts in

their language learning journey.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Fosters Language Development Through

Storytelling



The Wizard of Oz ESL Lesson Plan provides a rich storytelling experience that

engages students in meaningful language practice. By immersing themselves in the

captivating narrative, students expand their vocabulary, improve comprehension

skills, and enhance their ability to express ideas and emotions in English.

Captivates Students' Interest

Using a well-loved story like The Wizard of Oz as the focal point of an ESL lesson

captures students' attention and motivates their participation. The magical

elements and diverse characters within the tale create an exciting backdrop for

language learning, fostering enthusiasm among learners.

Encourages Creativity and Critical Thinking

The imaginative world of The Wizard of Oz encourages students to think creatively

as they engage with various language activities. They are prompted to analyze

characters, interpret events, and express their thoughts through writing tasks,

promoting critical thinking skills alongside linguistic development.


