
Introduction

The Their Eyes Were Watching God ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the rich

language and cultural themes found in Zora Neale Hurston's classic novel. By

delving into this literary work, students can improve their English language skills

through vocabulary expansion, reading comprehension, and critical thinking. The

lesson plan encourages students to engage with the text, sparking discussions on

important social issues and personal growth. This topic is a valuable addition to any

ESL curriculum as it not only enhances language proficiency but also exposes

students to important aspects of American literature and history.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Independence The state of being free and self-reliant.

Oppression
The exercise of authority or power in a burdensome, cruel, or unjust

manner.

Identity The distinguishing character or personality of an individual.

Courage The ability to do something that frightens one; bravery.

Empowerment
The process of becoming stronger and more confident, especially in

controlling one's life and claiming one's rights.

Contextual Usage



1. She pursued independence by starting her own business.

2. The novel portrays themes of oppression through the experiences of the

characters.

3. Janie’s journey is a quest for identity and purpose.

4. The protagonist showed courage when she spoke out against injustice.

5. Throughout the story, Janie’s empowerment grows as she finds her voice and

takes control of her own destiny.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick-start the lesson on "Their Eyes Were Watching God," begin with a thought-

provoking exercise. Show students an image related to the novel's setting or

characters and encourage them to describe what they see using adjectives and

emotions. This activity not only engages students but also introduces them to key

vocabulary relevant to the lesson. Furthermore, it sets a reflective and immersive

tone for exploring the themes of the novel.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Collage

Ask students to select key words from the novel that resonate with them. In groups,

they can create a word collage using these words, along with images and symbols

that represent their interpretations. Encourage students to present and explain

their collages to the class, promoting discussions on the significance of each word.

Listening Exercise: Character Monologues

Assign each student a character from the novel and ask them to write a monologue



from that character's perspective. After rehearsing in pairs, students perform their

monologues for the class, providing an opportunity for both listening and speaking

practice while delving into character analysis.

Roleplay: Story Retelling

Divide the class into groups and assign each group a significant scene from the

book. Students work together to reenact the scene with improvised dialogue,

encouraging creativity while reinforcing comprehension of the narrative.

Reading and Writing: Journal Reflections

Incorporate journaling by prompting students to reflect on a specific theme or event

from the novel. This activity encourages individual expression while strengthening

reading comprehension and critical thinking skills. Afterward, encourage pair or

group discussions around their reflections for enhanced engagement.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a reflective essay on a theme or

character from "Their Eyes Were Watching God." They should support their insights

with textual evidence and personal analysis. This assignment aims to reinforce their

understanding of the novel's themes while strengthening their written

communication skills. Additionally, students are encouraged to exchange and peer-

review their essays for further learning opportunities.

Conclusion

Summary



Through the Their Eyes Were Watching God ESL Lesson Plan, students explored

themes of independence, oppression, identity, courage, and empowerment. They

engaged in various activities that strengthened their vocabulary, listening,

speaking, reading, and writing skills while diving into the rich narrative of Zora

Neale Hurston's novel.

Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on how their exploration of these themes and

language skills can be applied to real-life situations. Prompt them to consider how

their enhanced language proficiency can empower them both academically and

personally. This exercise encourages students to recognize the relevance of their

learning beyond the classroom setting.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Rich Language Exploration

The Their Eyes Were Watching God ESL Lesson Plan provides students with a

platform to explore rich and diverse language elements found in Zora Neale

Hurston's renowned work. This immersive experience allows for the development of

vocabulary, listening, speaking, and writing skills within a cultural and historical

context.

Critical Thinking Opportunities

The novel's themes offer ample room for critical analysis and discussions, enabling

students to enhance their comprehension while engaging with thought-provoking



concepts. The Their Eyes Were Watching God ESL Lesson Plan encourages deep

thinking and self-expression, fostering holistic language development.


