Introduction

To Kill a Mockingbird is a timeless classic that continues to captivate readers around
the world. This ESL lesson plan aims to introduce students to the themes,
characters, and language used in the novel, helping them develop their English
language skills while exploring important social issues. By delving into the narrative
and discussing its relevance in today's society, students will not only improve their
language proficiency but also gain valuable insights into empathy, justice, and
moral integrity.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Discrimination Unfair treatment of a person, group, or situation based on prejudice.
Justice Fair behavior and treatment; the quality of being reasonable and fair.
Empathy The ability to understand and share the feelings of another.

The state of being free from sin or moral wrong; lack of knowledge or

Innocence understanding of something.

Isolation The state of feeling separated from others either physically or emotionally.

Contextual Usage

- Discrimination: In 'To Kill a Mockingbird', the character Tom Robinson is a victim
of discrimination due to his race.



- Justice: The trial scene in the novel raises questions about justice and fairness in
society.

- Empathy: Through Scout's experiences, readers can develop empathy for
individuals unjustly treated by society.

- Innocence: The children's innocence serves as a stark contrast to the adult
world's complexities and prejudices in Maycomb.

- Isolation: Boo Radley's isolation from society is a prominent theme that
resonates throughout the novel.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for the lesson, begin with a thought-provoking activity. Ask
students to think of a time when they witnessed or experienced unfair treatment.
Encourage them to briefly share their experiences in pairs or small groups, using
vocabulary related to discrimination, empathy, and justice. This activity will prime
students' minds for the themes they will encounter in "To Kill a Mockingbird" while
allowing them to connect the lesson to their own lives and experiences.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Associations

Begin by introducing key vocabulary from the novel. Have students work in pairs or
small groups to create word associations for each term. Encourage them to use the
words in sentences related to the story, fostering deeper understanding and
application of the terms.

Listening Exercise: Character Perspectives

Play audio clips or read aloud select passages from the novel that represent



different characters' perspectives. Afterward, facilitate a group discussion on how
each character's viewpoint contributes to the overall themes of empathy and
understanding.

Roleplay: Trial Reenactment

Assign students roles from the trial scene in "To Kill a Mockingbird" and have them
reenact key moments. This hands-on exercise allows students to embody
characters, understand their motivations, and explore complex themes such as
discrimination and justice through active participation.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing Activity

After reading specific chapters, have students imagine themselves as one of the
characters and write a letter expressing their thoughts and emotions related to
pivotal events in the story. This activity encourages empathy while sharpening
writing skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can choose from the following tasks:

1. Write a reflective journal entry on a theme or character from "To Kill a
Mockingbird," integrating newly acquired vocabulary.

2. Conduct research on real-life cases of discrimination or injustice and present their
findings in the next class, using relevant vocabulary and concepts learned.

3. Craft a short story that reflects themes of empathy, justice, or innocence present
in the novel, incorporating key terms and expressions introduced in the lesson.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this lesson, we explored key themes such as empathy, justice,
discrimination, and innocence in the context of "To Kill a Mockingbird," enhancing
language proficiency while gaining insights into societal issues.

Reflection

Take some time to contemplate how the themes and vocabulary learned in this
lesson can be applied to your own language development. Consider how
understanding these concepts can help you navigate real-life situations and
communicate effectively in English.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Relevance to Everyday Life

To Kill a Mockingbird is a powerful tool for ESL learning as it addresses universal
themes such as empathy, justice, and discrimination. These themes resonate
across cultures and provide students with meaningful content to engage with.

Rich Vocabulary and Language Structures

The novel offers rich vocabulary and complex language structures that challenge
students while expanding their language skills. It provides an opportunity for
students to delve into advanced English language usage in context.

Critical Thinking Development



Exploring the moral and ethical dilemmas in the story encourages critical thinking,
enabling students to analyze situations from different perspectives. This fosters
cognitive development alongside linguistic growth, making it an exceptional topic

for ESL learners.



