
Introduction

The Watership Down ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and valuable opportunity

for students to explore language, comprehension, and critical thinking skills through

the beloved novel "Watership Down" by Richard Adams. This lesson plan aims to

engage students in meaningful discussions, vocabulary building exercises, and

creative activities inspired by the adventures of a group of rabbits seeking a new

home. The timeless themes and rich imagery in "Watership Down" provide an

immersive learning experience that encourages students to expand their language

proficiency while delving into the story's depths.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Warren A network of interconnecting rabbit burrows and passages.

Tharn A state of paralysis or terror that rabbits experience in the presence of danger.

Efrafa A large, militaristic warren ruled by a brutal dictator and its inhabitants.

Hlessi 'Outsiders' or those without a permanent home among rabbit society.

'Elil' 'Enemy' or predator animals in the world of rabbits (plural: 'Elil-rah').

Contextual Usage

1. The rabbits took refuge in their warren during the storm.



2. Fiver was tharn when he sensed danger nearby.

3. Hazel and his friends encountered challenges upon reaching Efrafa.

4. The hlessi sought shelter after being displaced from their original warren.

5. The elil-rah posed a constant threat to the rabbit community.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start with an engaging activity called "Rabbit Vocabulary

Race." Write down various vocabulary words from the story on separate cards (e.g.,

warren, tharn, elil-rah). Divide the class into two teams. Each team takes turns

sending a player to draw a card and act out the word without speaking while their

team guesses. This dynamic charades-style game promotes language use related

to "Watership Down" and sets a lighthearted tone for the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building: Exploring Rabbit Jargon

Ask students to research and present on the significance of specific rabbit-related

terminology in the novel. This activity encourages individual or group research,

followed by interactive presentations to enhance vocabulary retention and

comprehension.

Listening Comprehension: Sounds of the

Warren

Play ambient sounds such as rustling leaves, soft thumps, or distant bird calls

representing life inside a warren. Students discuss what each sound represents in

the context of the story, honing their listening skills and understanding of rabbit

behavior.



Roleplay: The Journey to Watership Down

Divide students into groups to act out pivotal scenes from the book, incorporating

dialogue and actions of main characters. This provides an opportunity for creative

expression and deeper understanding of character motivations.

Reading and Writing: Plot Summarization and

Analysis

Have students create concise summaries of different chapters in their own words to

consolidate reading comprehension. Follow this with group discussions on each

chapter’s key themes and events to strengthen analytical skills while promoting

collaborative learning.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a journal entry from the perspective

of one of the rabbits in "Watership Down," reflecting on a significant event or

emotion experienced in the story. This exercise encourages creative writing and

deeper connection to the characters and themes discussed in class. Additionally,

students can choose one vocabulary term from the lesson to incorporate into their

journal entry, reinforcing their understanding of key terms used in the novel.

Conclusion

Lesson Recap

Throughout this lesson, we immersed ourselves in the captivating world of

"Watership Down," delving into the vocabulary, themes, and characters that enrich



the story. From exploring rabbit jargon to channeling our storytelling abilities

through roleplay, each activity aimed to deepen our understanding of language and

literature.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the vocabulary, listening exercises,

roleplay activities, and reading/writing tasks have not only advanced your

comprehension of "Watership Down" but also broadened your language skills. Think

about how these newly acquired language elements can be applied to your daily

communication and writing, fostering growth in your overall language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Immersive Learning Experience

The "Watership Down" ESL Lesson Plan offers an immersive learning experience,

allowing students to explore the English language in a context rich with storytelling,

character development, and complex themes. By delving into the world of this

literary classic, students are not only expanding their vocabulary but also honing

their comprehension through engaging activities and reflective assignments.

Cultural Insight

Through "Watership Down," ESL learners gain insight into Western literature and

cultural narratives, enabling them to broaden their understanding of English-

language storytelling while being exposed to different perspectives and forms of

expression.



Language Variety

The novel presents a rich variety of language elements including dialogue,

descriptive narrative, and unique jargon specific to the rabbit characters. Exploring

these linguistic features provides ESL learners with diverse examples for language

analysis and application.


