
Introduction

The A Tale of Two Cities ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to the

classic novel by Charles Dickens while enhancing their English language skills. This

lesson plan aims to engage students in a thought-provoking exploration of the

book's themes, characters, and historical context, all while improving their

vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical thinking abilities. By delving into

this timeless tale, students will not only strengthen their language proficiency but

also gain valuable insights into literature and history.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Reign of Terror
A period during the French Revolution characterized by brutal repression

and mass executions.

Resurrection

Man
A person who illegally exhumes corpses for dissection.

Noblesse

Oblige

The inferred responsibility of privileged people to act with generosity and

nobility toward those less privileged.

Bastille
A fortress in Paris used as a state prison, which became a symbol of the

tyranny of the Bourbon monarchy.

Evremonde
The surname of a noble family in A Tale of Two Cities, associated with

oppression and cruelty.

Contextual Usage



1. The Reign of Terror during the French Revolution led to widespread fear and

violence.

2. In A Tale of Two Cities, the character Jerry Cruncher works as a resurrection

man, supplying bodies to medical students.

3. The concept of noblesse oblige is explored through the actions of characters

like Charles Darnay in the novel.

4. The storming of the Bastille marked a significant turning point in the revolution.

5. The Evremonde family's oppressive behavior serves as a central theme in the

story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the A Tale of Two Cities ESL lesson, start with a captivating activity that

sets the tone for the historical and literary themes of the novel. Begin by displaying

images or short video clips depicting scenes from the French Revolution, such as

the storming of the Bastille or guillotine executions. Encourage students to describe

what they see using descriptive language and ask them to share their initial

thoughts and emotions about the images. This activity will not only capture

students' attention but also introduce them to key elements of the novel's setting

and historical context, preparing them for deeper exploration.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Historical Terms

To reinforce historical vocabulary, provide students with a list of terms related to

the French Revolution and the novel. Divide the class into small groups and assign

each group a set of terms. Instruct them to research and discuss the meanings of

the words, then present their findings to the class. This activity encourages

collaborative learning and deeper understanding of historical context.



Listening Exercise: Character Monologues

Select key monologues from characters in A Tale of Two Cities and create audio

recordings or read them aloud to the class. After listening, have students discuss

the emotions, motivations, and perspectives conveyed in the monologues.

Encourage them to speculate on characters' future actions based on their

speeches. This activity promotes listening comprehension and critical thinking.

Roleplay: Trial of Charles Darnay

Organize a roleplay activity where students reenact the trial of Charles Darnay, a

pivotal event in the novel. Assign roles such as lawyers, witnesses, and jurors to

different students. Encourage them to use language from the book and express

their opinions based on evidence presented in the story. This hands-on exercise

fosters language fluency and understanding of legal proceedings.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing Activity

After reading specific chapters, ask students to imagine themselves as one of the

characters and write a letter expressing their thoughts or experiences during

significant events. They can then exchange letters with classmates for reading and

discussion. This activity enhances reading comprehension, writing skills, and

empathy towards different characters in the novel.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can choose one of the following tasks to reinforce their

understanding of A Tale of Two Cities:

1. Write a journal entry from the perspective of a character in the novel, reflecting

on a significant event or decision.

2. Research and write a short essay on the historical context of the French

Revolution, drawing connections to events in the book.



3. Create a storyboard or comic strip illustrating a key scene from the novel,

accompanied by descriptive captions.

These assignments encourage independent exploration of the themes, characters,

and historical background of the novel while honing students' writing and creative

skills.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this A Tale of Two Cities ESL lesson plan, students have delved into the

historical and literary aspects of the novel, expanding their vocabulary, listening

skills, and critical thinking abilities. They have explored themes of sacrifice,

redemption, and social justice within the context of the French Revolution.

Reflection

As students reflect on their learning journey, they can consider how analyzing

complex texts like A Tale of Two Cities has enhanced their language development.

By engaging with challenging vocabulary, historical concepts, and character

perspectives, students have strengthened their reading comprehension and

language proficiency. They can apply these skills to deciphering nuanced texts and

expressing themselves effectively in English.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging Content



A Tale of Two Cities offers rich and engaging content for ESL learning, providing

students with exposure to advanced vocabulary, historical context, and complex

themes. The novel's compelling narrative and diverse characters offer ample

opportunities for language exploration and critical analysis.

Cultural Understanding

Exploring the historical backdrop of the French Revolution through literature allows

ESL students to gain insights into different cultures and societies, broadening their

worldview while improving their language skills.

Language Complexity

The intricate language and intricate plot of A Tale of Two Cities challenge students

to expand their linguistic capabilities, encouraging them to think critically and

express themselves with greater depth and precision. This complexity fosters a

deeper understanding of English language usage.


