Introduction

The A Wrinkle in Time ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the popular science

fiction novel by Madeleine L'Engle, offering an engaging way to improve English

language skills. This lesson plan aims to enhance students' vocabulary, reading

comprehension, and critical thinking abilities through interactive activities and

discussions centered around the themes and characters of the book. By delving into

this captivating story, students can develop their language proficiency while

exploring the concepts of friendship, bravery, and the battle between good and evil.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab
Tesseract
Meg Murry

Mrs.
Whatsit

Camazotz

It

Definition
A concept of folding space and time to travel between dimensions.

The protagonist of the story, a young girl on a quest to find her missing father.
A mysterious celestial being who assists Meg on her journey.

A planet controlled by an evil force, representing conformity and uniformity.

The malevolent force that controls Camazotz and seeks to engulf the universe
in darkness.

Contextual Usage

1. The characters use the tesseract to travel through space and time, allowing



them to reach distant planets.

2. Meg Murry's determination and courage drive her to confront challenges and
seek the truth about her father's disappearance.

3. Mrs. Whatsit's enigmatic nature adds an element of mystery and wonder to the
story as she guides Meg on her quest.

4. The eerie atmosphere of Camazotz reflects the oppressive control exerted by
the dark force ruling over it.

5. The menacing presence of It looms over the characters, posing a formidable
threat to their mission.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the A Wrinkle in Time ESL Lesson Plan, start with an engaging activity
that sets the stage for the novel's themes and concepts. Begin by asking students
to imagine they have the ability to tesseract, allowing them to travel instantly to
any location or time. Encourage them to describe where they would go and what
they would do using descriptive language. This activity not only captures students'
attention but also introduces key vocabulary related to the story's central element
of time and space travel. It sets a tone of curiosity and imagination, preparing
students for the adventure ahead in exploring A Wrinkle in Time.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Descriptions

In this activity, students work in pairs to create detailed descriptions of the main
characters from A Wrinkle in Time using the vocabulary from the story. Each pair
then presents their descriptions to the class, encouraging discussion and
comparison of their interpretations.

Listening Exercise: Soundtrack Analysis



Students listen to selected pieces of music that represent different scenes or
emotions from the novel. They then discuss in groups how the music reflects the
mood and themes of A Wrinkle in Time, enhancing their listening skills and
understanding of storytelling elements.

Roleplay: Confronting "It"

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a scene where characters
confront the malevolent force known as "It." Students roleplay the scene, using
dialogue from the book or creating their own lines to express emotions and
reactions, fostering creativity and language expression.

Reading and Writing: Alternate Endings

After reading a specific chapter or section, students write alternative endings for
that part of the story. They then share their endings with a partner or small group,
discussing how their choices impact the plot and character development. This
activity encourages critical thinking and creative writing skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a journal entry from the perspective
of one of the characters in A Wrinkle in Time. They should reflect on a significant
event or emotional moment from the story, using descriptive language and inner
monologue to convey the character's thoughts and feelings. This assignment
reinforces reading comprehension, writing skills, and empathy towards the
characters, encouraging students to engage deeply with the narrative.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout the A Wrinkle in Time ESL Lesson Plan, students explored key
vocabulary, engaged in various activities related to the novel, and delved into
creative assignments that deepened their understanding of the story's themes and
characters.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how analyzing literature
enhances their language skills. By immersing themselves in the world of A Wrinkle
in Time, they have expanded their vocabulary, improved listening and speaking
abilities through discussions and roleplays, and honed their writing skills by crafting
alternate endings and journal entries. This experience demonstrates how literature
can serve as a powerful tool for language development, encouraging students to
continue exploring stories to enrich their English proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging Content

A Wrinkle in Time serves as an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its captivating
storyline and rich vocabulary, providing students with an immersive language
experience.

Complex Themes

The novel's exploration of complex themes such as friendship, courage, and the



battle between good and evil offers students the opportunity to engage with
thought-provoking content, fostering critical thinking and language expression.

Multifaceted Learning

By incorporating various activities like roleplays, creative writing, and discussions,
the A Wrinkle in Time ESL Lesson Plan caters to diverse learning styles, making it an
inclusive and effective tool for language development.



