
Introduction

The As I Lay Dying ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel by

William Faulkner, offering an engaging way to improve English language skills while

exploring literary themes. This lesson plan aims to enhance students' vocabulary,

reading comprehension, and critical thinking abilities through interactive activities

and discussions centered around the novel's characters, plot, and setting. By

delving into this captivating story, students can develop their language proficiency

while gaining insight into American literature and culture.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Faulknerian

Relating to or characteristic of the writing style of William Faulkner,

known for its complex narrative structure and use of stream-of-

consciousness.

Stream-of-

consciousness

A narrative technique that presents the thoughts and feelings of a

character as they occur, often without a clear distinction between past

and present.

Southern Gothic

A subgenre of Gothic fiction that takes place in the American South

and often features grotesque characters, dark humor, and complex

relationships.

Matriarch
A woman who is the head of a family or tribe, typically a mother figure

with significant influence and authority.

Addie Bundren
The central character in 'As I Lay Dying,' whose death sets off the

journey to bury her body in her hometown.



Contextual Usage

1. The novel's Faulknerian style can be seen in its intricate narrative structure,

which challenges readers to piece together the characters' perspectives.

2. As students explore the stream-of-consciousness technique used in the novel,

they will gain insight into the inner thoughts and emotions of each character.

3. The Southern Gothic elements in 'As I Lay Dying' create a unique atmosphere

that reflects the complexities of life in the American South during that time period.

4. Discussions about Addie Bundren's role as a matriarch will provide students

with an understanding of her significance within the family dynamic and the

broader context of Southern culture.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the As I Lay Dying ESL Lesson Plan, start with a captivating

warm-up activity. Begin by displaying images or short excerpts related to the

Southern Gothic genre, such as eerie landscapes or quotes from the novel. Ask

students to share their initial thoughts and feelings about these visuals,

encouraging them to use descriptive language to express their reactions. This

activity will not only capture students' attention but also introduce them to the

atmospheric elements of the novel, preparing them for deeper exploration.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Analysis

To deepen understanding of the novel's characters, divide the class into small

groups and assign each group a character from 'As I Lay Dying.' Instruct students to

create a list of descriptive vocabulary words that capture the essence of their

assigned character. Encourage them to use adjectives, similes, and metaphors to

convey personality traits, physical appearances, and emotional states. Afterward,



each group presents their findings, fostering group discussions about the

characters' complexities.

Listening Activity: Audio Interpretation

Utilize audio excerpts from the novel or dramatic readings of key scenes. In pairs,

students listen to the audio and take notes on the tone, mood, and emotions

conveyed. Following this, they engage in a discussion about how the auditory

experience enhances their understanding of the story. This activity encourages

active listening and provides an opportunity for students to express their

interpretations.

Roleplay: Journey Reflection

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters embarking on the

journey in 'As I Lay Dying.' In pairs or small groups, have them roleplay a reflective

conversation between characters at a pivotal point in the story. This exercise

encourages empathy and perspective-taking while allowing students to delve

deeper into the characters' motivations and conflicts.

Reading and Writing: Symbolism Exploration

Select significant symbols from the novel such as the coffin or specific locations.

Instruct students to write short paragraphs exploring the symbolic meanings behind

these elements based on their understanding of the story. After individual writing

time, facilitate a group discussion where students share their interpretations and

engage in critical analysis of symbolism in 'As I Lay Dying.'

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a reflective journal entry from the

perspective of one of the characters in 'As I Lay Dying.' They should delve into the



character's thoughts, emotions, and motivations at a specific point in the story.

Encourage them to incorporate descriptive language and introspective analysis to

deepen their understanding of the character's journey. Additionally, students can

research and write a short analysis of the Southern Gothic literary genre, drawing

connections between the novel and its cultural context.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on "As I Lay Dying," students have explored the

Faulknerian writing style, delved into the Southern Gothic genre, and analyzed the

characters and themes within the novel. They have engaged in activities that

enhanced their vocabulary, listening skills, critical thinking, and cultural

understanding.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their improved vocabulary and

language skills to express nuanced ideas and emotions. Additionally, the

exploration of complex literary themes can deepen their understanding of

storytelling techniques and cultural contexts, further enriching their language

development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant Content



The As I Lay Dying ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and relevant topic for ESL

learning. The novel's Faulknerian writing style and Southern Gothic elements

provide students with an immersive experience that challenges their language skills

and cultural understanding. By exploring the complexities of the characters and

themes in the novel, students are exposed to rich vocabulary, diverse perspectives,

and thought-provoking discussions.

Critical Thinking and Analysis

Through activities such as character analysis, symbolism exploration, and roleplay,

students are encouraged to think critically, analyze literary techniques, and express

their interpretations. This fosters higher-order thinking skills and enhances their

ability to analyze texts in English.

Cultural Insight

As I Lay Dying offers a glimpse into American literature and culture during the early

20th century. By studying this novel, ESL learners gain valuable insights into

historical contexts, societal norms, and cultural nuances. This exposure broadens

their cultural awareness while improving their language proficiency.

Language Development

The As I Lay Dying ESL Lesson Plan provides ample opportunities for vocabulary

building, listening comprehension, speaking practice through roleplay activities, and

writing exercises. Students can expand their vocabulary repertoire, improve their

listening skills through audio interpretation activities, engage in meaningful

discussions with peers, and enhance their writing abilities through reflective

journaling.

Overall, the As I Lay Dying ESL Lesson Plan offers a comprehensive learning

experience that combines language development with critical thinking skills and



cultural exploration. It is an excellent choice for ESL learners seeking engaging

content that promotes both linguistic proficiency and cultural understanding.


