Introduction

The Ben-Hur ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in an exploration of
language and culture through the lens of the classic tale of Ben-Hur. This lesson
plan aims to captivate students' interest in history, literature, and language while
providing ample opportunities for vocabulary building, reading comprehension, and
critical thinking. By delving into the story of Ben-Hur, students can enhance their
language skills while gaining insights into ancient civilizations and timeless themes.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Chariot A two-wheeled vehicle used in ancient times for racing or warfare, often pulled by

horses.

A fighter, typically a slave, who engaged in combat for the entertainment of

Gladiator others in ancient Rome.
The action of betraying one's trust or confidence, often resulting in a sense of
Betrayal . :
disloyalty or deception.
° The act of retaliating in response to a perceived wrong or injury, often with the
evenge . ) L
intention of inflicting harm on the perpetrator.
Empire A group of territories or nations under a single authority, often characterized by

extensive power and influence.

Contextual Usage



1. The chariot race scene in Ben-Hur is one of the most iconic moments in
cinematic history.

2. The gladiator fought bravely in the arena, showcasing his strength and skill.
3. Judah Ben-Hur experienced deep betrayal at the hands of his childhood friend.
4. Revenge consumed Ben-Hur's thoughts as he sought justice for his family.

5. The Roman Empire played a significant role in shaping the events of Ben-Hur's
life.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Ben-Hur ESL Lesson Plan, start with an engaging warm-up activity
that transports students to the ancient world of Rome. Begin by displaying images
of chariots, gladiators, and ancient Roman architecture on the board. Encourage
students to describe what they see using adjectives and simple phrases related to
the images. Then, ask them to imagine themselves as characters in a historical
drama and share how they would feel or act in those settings. This activity sets the
tone for the lesson by immersing students in the historical and cultural context of
Ben-Hur while activating their language skills.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Ancient Terminology

To deepen students' understanding of the historical context, provide a list of ancient
Roman terms related to the Ben-Hur story. Divide the class into small groups and
assign each group a set of terms. Instruct them to research and discuss the
meanings of the words, then present their findings to the class. This activity
encourages group discussions and enhances vocabulary retention.

Listening Exercise: Soundtrack Analysis



Play a segment of the Ben-Hur movie soundtrack for students to listen to. Ask them
to jot down words or phrases that come to mind while listening. Then, facilitate a
class discussion on how the music reflects the emotions and themes in the story.
This activity hones listening skills and encourages critical thinking through group
participation.

Roleplay: Character Dilemmas

Assign each student a character from Ben-Hur and provide them with a specific
dilemma or situation related to the plot. In pairs, students roleplay a conversation
between their characters, addressing the conflict at hand. This exercise promotes
language fluency, empathy, and creative thinking as students embody their
assigned characters.

Reading and Writing: Symbolism Analysis

Select a symbolic scene from Ben-Hur for students to read and analyze. Encourage
them to write a short paragraph interpreting the symbolism in the scene and its
significance to the story. Afterward, facilitate a class discussion where students can
share their interpretations and engage in peer feedback. This activity strengthens
reading comprehension and writing skills while fostering collaborative learning.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short narrative set in ancient
Rome, incorporating at least five vocabulary words from the lesson. Encourage
them to infuse historical elements and emotions inspired by the themes in Ben-Hur.
This assignment reinforces vocabulary retention, creative writing skills, and cultural
understanding while allowing students to express their interpretations of the
ancient world.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this Ben-Hur ESL Lesson Plan, students have delved into the historical
and cultural aspects of ancient Rome, explored vocabulary related to the story,
engaged in listening exercises, roleplayed character dilemmas, and analyzed
symbolism. These activities have not only enhanced their language skills but also
provided insights into the themes and emotions depicted in Ben-Hur.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their improved vocabulary to
express themselves more vividly. Additionally, the critical thinking and empathy
developed through roleplaying and symbolism analysis can enrich their overall
language development. Understanding historical contexts also broadens their
cultural knowledge, enabling them to communicate more effectively across various
topics.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

The Ben-Hur ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and relevant topic for ESL
learning. The story of Ben-Hur, set in ancient Rome, provides a rich backdrop for
language exploration and cultural understanding. Students are drawn into the world
of chariot races, gladiators, and the complexities of friendship and betrayal. This



engaging content keeps students motivated and eager to participate in the lesson
activities.

Language Development Opportunities

The Ben-Hur ESL Lesson Plan offers ample opportunities for vocabulary building,
listening comprehension, roleplaying, and reading and writing exercises. By
incorporating these language elements into the lesson activities, students can
enhance their language skills while immersing themselves in an exciting historical
narrative. The diverse range of activities also caters to different learning styles and
encourages active participation.

Cultural Awareness

Exploring the themes and historical context of Ben-Hur allows students to develop a
deeper understanding of ancient Roman culture. They gain insights into societal
structures, values, and traditions that can broaden their cultural awareness. This
exposure to different cultures fosters empathy, tolerance, and appreciation for
diversity.

Critical Thinking Skills

Analyzing symbolism in Ben-Hur challenges students to think critically about
literary devices and their significance within a story. Roleplaying character
dilemmas encourages creative thinking as students step into the shoes of different
characters to navigate complex situations. These activities promote problem-
solving skills, empathy, and perspective-taking.

Overall, the Ben-Hur ESL Lesson Plan offers an engaging topic that not only
enhances language development but also promotes cultural awareness and critical
thinking skills. It provides a well-rounded learning experience that is both
educational and enjoyable for ESL students.



