
Introduction

The Biography ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to the concept of

biographies and help them develop their language skills through the exploration of

real-life stories. This lesson plan aims to engage students in learning about different

people's lives, while also expanding their vocabulary, reading, and writing abilities.

By delving into the lives of various individuals, students can gain cultural insights

and improve their language proficiency. This topic provides a rich opportunity for

language practice and cultural understanding, making it an essential part of an ESL

curriculum.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Biography An account of someone's life written by someone else

Autobiography A self-written account of one's own life

Subject The person whose life is being written about in a biography

Timeline A visual representation of events in chronological order

Legacy Something handed down from an ancestor or predecessor

Contextual Usage

1. The students will read a biography of a famous historical figure to understand



the concept of a biography.

2. They will write an autobiography paragraph, describing their own lives using

the vocabulary learned.

3. Students will create a timeline of events in the life of a chosen subject for their

project.

4. They will discuss the legacy of influential individuals and how it impacts society

today.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Biography ESL Lesson Plan, start with an engaging activity called

"Guess the Biography." Prepare a set of flashcards, each featuring a famous person

or historical figure. Without revealing the names, describe each person using

adjectives and key events from their lives. Encourage students to guess the identity

of each individual based on the clues provided. This activity not only captures

students' attention but also introduces them to the concept of biographies and the

vocabulary associated with notable figures.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Who Am I?

Divide the class into pairs. Each student will choose a famous person and write

down three clues about that person without revealing their identity. Then, they will

take turns reading their clues to their partner, who must guess the identity of the

person. This activity reinforces vocabulary and encourages students to think

critically about the key figures they have learned about.

Listening Exercise: Biography Podcast



Provide students with a short podcast episode featuring a biography of a well-

known individual. After listening, facilitate a group discussion where students share

what they learned and express their opinions about the person's life. This exercise

enhances listening skills and promotes collaborative learning.

Roleplay: Interview with a Historical Figure

Assign each student a historical figure and have them prepare for an interview in

character. Encourage them to research the figure's life and accomplishments. In

pairs, students will take turns interviewing each other as if they were the historical

figures they researched. This activity fosters creativity, speaking skills, and

historical understanding.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students will choose a historical figure or a person of interest and

write a short biography about them. They should include key events, achievements,

and the impact the individual had on society. Encourage students to use the

vocabulary and concepts learned in class. Additionally, they can prepare a brief

presentation to share their biographies with the class in the next session. This

assignment reinforces writing skills, research abilities, and public speaking.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have explored the concept of biographies,

expanded their vocabulary, and engaged in various activities related to notable



figures. They have delved into the lives of historical and influential individuals,

enhancing their language skills while gaining cultural insights.

Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on how learning about biographies has improved their

language proficiency. Prompt them to consider how the vocabulary and concepts

learned can be applied in their future language development. Additionally,

encourage them to think about the impact of understanding different people's lives

on their overall language comprehension and cultural awareness.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhanced Language Skills

Studying biographies provides a rich opportunity for ESL learners to expand their

vocabulary, improve reading and writing abilities, and enhance their overall

language proficiency.

Cultural Understanding

Exploring the lives of different individuals from various backgrounds allows students

to gain insights into different cultures, historical periods, and societal influences,

fostering a deeper understanding of the world around them.

Real-Life Relevance

Biographies offer real-life stories that engage students and make language learning



more meaningful. By studying the lives of notable figures, students can connect

language skills to real-world contexts, making the learning process more relevant

and enjoyable.


