
Introduction

The Black Friday Shopping Spree ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in

a relevant and exciting topic while improving their English language skills. Black

Friday is a widely recognized event, especially in the United States, where people

take advantage of massive discounts and sales to kick off the holiday shopping

season. This lesson plan aims to familiarize students with the vocabulary and

expressions related to shopping, bargains, and consumerism, while also providing

opportunities for practical language use in various scenarios. By incorporating this

popular cultural phenomenon into the ESL curriculum, students can enhance their

language proficiency in a fun and relatable context.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Black

Friday

The day after Thanksgiving, regarded as the first day of the traditional

Christmas shopping season, on which retailers offer special reduced prices.

Bargain
An item bought or offered for sale at a much lower price than is usual or

expected.

Discount
A deduction from the usual cost of something, typically given for prompt or

advance payment or to a special category of buyers.

Crowds A large number of people gathered together in a disorganized or unruly way.

Impulse

buying

The buying of goods without planning to do so in advance, as a result of a

sudden whim or impulse.

Contextual Usage



1. Black Friday: Many stores offer significant discounts on Black Friday, and

shoppers often line up outside the stores before they open.

2. Bargain: I found a great bargain on this jacket; it was half the price it usually is!

3. Discount: The store is offering a 20% discount on all electronics this weekend.

4. Crowds: The mall was packed with crowds of people trying to get the best

deals.

5. Impulse buying: I didn't plan to buy anything, but I ended up impulse buying

three pairs of shoes because they were on sale.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Black Friday Shopping Spree ESL Lesson Plan, start with an engaging

warm-up activity. Create a scenario where students are preparing for a shopping

trip on Black Friday. Provide them with a list of items they need to buy and ask them

to discuss with a partner or in small groups which stores they would visit first and

why. Encourage them to use vocabulary related to shopping, discounts, and

bargains while discussing their plans. This activity not only sets the tone for the

lesson but also gets students excited about the topic and primes them for the

upcoming lesson activities.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Shopping Scavenger Hunt

To reinforce the vocabulary related to shopping and discounts, organize a shopping

scavenger hunt activity. Divide the class into small groups and provide each group

with a list of items to find within a simulated shopping environment (could be

images or descriptions of products). The items on the list should include various

categories such as clothing, electronics, or household items, each with a specific

discount percentage. Encourage the students to use the vocabulary they have

learned to discuss and identify the items on their lists. After the activity, reconvene



as a class for a group discussion about their findings and the language used during

the hunt.

Roleplay Activity: Negotiating Discounts

In this roleplay activity, students will pair up and take turns playing the roles of

customers and store employees. Each pair will be given a scenario where the

customer is looking to purchase an item at a discounted price, and the store

employee must negotiate and offer discounts using appropriate language. This

hands-on exercise allows students to practice conversational English in a realistic

setting while reinforcing vocabulary related to bargaining and discounts. Afterward,

encourage pairs to share their roleplay experiences with the class.

Reading and Writing Activity: Black Friday Ad

Analysis

Provide students with various Black Friday advertisements from different stores. In

pairs or small groups, have them analyze the ads, focusing on identifying key

vocabulary related to sales, promotions, and discounts. Students can also discuss

which deals they find most appealing and why. Following this discussion, ask them

to write short paragraphs describing their ideal Black Friday shopping scenario

based on the ads they analyzed. This activity enhances both reading

comprehension and written expression while reinforcing relevant vocabulary terms.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can be tasked with creating their own Black Friday

shopping list. They should include specific items they would like to purchase, along

with the desired discounts or bargains they hope to find. Encourage them to use the

vocabulary and expressions learned in class to describe their shopping preferences.

Additionally, students can write a short paragraph explaining why they chose those

particular items and how they plan to take advantage of Black Friday sales. This



assignment reinforces the lesson content while encouraging students to apply their

language skills in a real-world context.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Black Friday Shopping Spree ESL Lesson Plan has provided

students with a valuable opportunity to enhance their English language skills while

exploring the exciting world of Black Friday shopping. Throughout the lesson,

students have learned key vocabulary and expressions related to shopping,

discounts, and consumerism. They have engaged in various activities such as a

shopping scavenger hunt, roleplay negotiations, and analyzing Black Friday ads.

These activities have allowed them to practice their speaking, listening, reading,

and writing skills in a meaningful context.

As students reflect on what they have learned, they can recognize the practical

application of this lesson in their language development. The vocabulary and

language structures they have acquired can be applied not only in shopping

scenarios but also in everyday conversations about sales and bargains. By

understanding these concepts, students are better equipped to navigate real-life

situations where negotiation and communication skills are essential.

By incorporating the topic of Black Friday into the ESL curriculum, students not only

improve their language proficiency but also gain cultural knowledge about a

significant event in many countries. This lesson plan provides an engaging and

relevant learning experience that connects language learning with real-world

contexts.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant

The Black Friday Shopping Spree ESL Lesson Plan is a great topic for ESL learning



because it captures students' attention and provides them with a relevant and

engaging context to practice their language skills. Black Friday is a widely

recognized event, especially in the United States, and students are likely to have

some familiarity with it. By incorporating this popular cultural phenomenon into the

ESL curriculum, students are more motivated to participate actively in the lesson.

Real-World Application

The topic of Black Friday shopping allows students to learn vocabulary and

expressions that they can directly apply in real-life situations. They acquire

essential language skills related to shopping, bargaining, and discounts, which are

valuable for everyday conversations as well as future travel or work experiences.

This practical application enhances their language development and builds their

confidence in using English in real-world contexts.

Cultural Awareness

Integrating Black Friday into the ESL curriculum also promotes cultural awareness

and understanding. Students gain insights into different shopping traditions and

practices around the world. They learn about consumerism, sales strategies, and

the impact of this event on society. This exposure to diverse cultural perspectives

broadens their horizons and fosters a deeper appreciation for global customs.

Enhanced Language Skills

By engaging in activities such as roleplays, discussions, and analyzing

advertisements, students develop all four language skills: listening, speaking,

reading, and writing. They practice listening comprehension through dialogues and

negotiations, improve speaking fluency by participating in pair or group discussions,

enhance reading comprehension by analyzing ads or texts related to Black Friday

deals, and strengthen writing skills through reflective writing tasks.

In conclusion, the Black Friday Shopping Spree ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic

for ESL learning due to its engaging nature, real-world application of language



skills, promotion of cultural awareness, and enhancement of all four language skills.

By incorporating this topic into the curriculum, students not only improve their

English proficiency but also gain valuable knowledge about a significant cultural

event.


