
Introduction

The Brexit Unveiled ESL Lesson Plan is designed to help ESL students understand

the complex topic of Brexit and its implications. This lesson plan aims to provide

students with the necessary vocabulary, language skills, and cultural context to

engage in discussions about Brexit confidently. As Brexit continues to have a

significant impact on global politics and economics, it is crucial for ESL learners to

grasp the key concepts surrounding this historic event. By delving into this topic,

students can enhance their language proficiency while gaining valuable insights

into current affairs.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Brexit The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union.

EU The European Union, a political and economic union of 27 member states.

Referendum A general vote by the electorate on a single political question.

Customs

Union

A group of countries that have agreed to charge the same import duties as

each other and usually to allow free trade between themselves.

Hard Border A physical border with customs and other controls between two territories.

Contextual Usage

1. The Brexit negotiations have been ongoing since the UK voted to leave the EU



in the referendum.

2. The EU is a powerful economic and political alliance in Europe.

3. The referendum on Brexit divided the nation into those who wanted to leave

and those who wanted to remain.

4. The customs union allows for seamless trade between member countries.

5. A hard border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland would have

significant implications for trade and movement of people.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on Brexit, start with a fun and interactive activity. Divide the

class into two groups, representing "Leave" and "Remain" supporters. Each group

will have a few minutes to come up with reasons to support their stance on Brexit.

Encourage them to use vocabulary related to politics, economics, and international

relations. After the discussion, each group can present their arguments to the class,

fostering a lively debate that sets the tone for the lesson. This activity not only

engages students but also familiarizes them with key terms and concepts related to

Brexit.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Brexit Bingo

To reinforce Brexit-related vocabulary, create bingo cards with terms such as

"Brexit," "EU," "Referendum," "Customs Union," and "Hard Border." As you call out

definitions or use the terms in sentences, students mark the corresponding word on

their cards. The first to complete a row or column shouts "Brexit!" to win.

Listening Exercise: News Analysis



Play a news segment discussing Brexit and provide comprehension questions.

Divide the class into pairs to discuss their answers before sharing with the whole

group. This activity enhances listening skills and encourages collaborative learning.

Roleplay: Negotiating Brexit Terms

Assign students roles such as EU representatives, UK government officials, and

business leaders. Each group must negotiate terms related to trade, immigration,

and regulations post-Brexit. This hands-on exercise promotes critical thinking and

language application in real-world scenarios.

Reading and Writing: Opinion Pieces

Provide opinion articles on Brexit from various sources. In pairs, students read and

summarize the articles, then present their understanding to the class. They can

also write their own opinion pieces on Brexit, fostering reading comprehension and

writing skills while expressing personal viewpoints.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can choose one of the following tasks:

1. Write a short essay discussing the potential impact of Brexit on global trade and

economy.

2. Prepare a presentation outlining the key arguments for and against Brexit,

including its implications on immigration and sovereignty.

3. Research recent developments in the Brexit negotiations and summarize them in

a brief report, highlighting any challenges or breakthroughs.

These assignments reinforce the lesson content and encourage independent

research and critical thinking skills.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this lesson, we delved into the complexities of Brexit, exploring key

terms such as "Brexit," "EU," "Referendum," "Customs Union," and "Hard Border."

We engaged in activities that enhanced vocabulary, listening, speaking, and critical

thinking skills while gaining a deeper understanding of this significant global event.

Reflection

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the language and concepts related to

Brexit can be applied in real-life scenarios. Understanding these terms not only

enriches your language development but also equips you to participate in

discussions about current affairs and global politics with confidence. Embracing

such topics in your language learning journey broadens your perspective and

enhances your ability to communicate effectively in diverse contexts.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhancing Language Skills

The Brexit Unveiled ESL Lesson Plan offers a great opportunity for ESL learning as it

allows students to enhance their language skills by delving into a relevant and

engaging topic. The lesson provides a platform for students to expand their

vocabulary, improve listening and speaking abilities, and develop critical thinking

through discussions and activities related to Brexit. This real-world subject matter

can significantly enrich language learning experiences.



Understanding Global Events

Studying Brexit in an ESL context enables students to understand and engage with

significant global events, fostering cultural awareness and broadening their

knowledge of international affairs. It encourages students to explore diverse

perspectives, thus promoting open-mindedness and intercultural competence.

Promoting Critical Thinking

The complexities of Brexit offer ample opportunities for students to engage in

critical thinking, analysis, and debate. By grappling with the multifaceted issues

surrounding Brexit, ESL learners can hone their analytical skills while expressing

their opinions effectively in English. This fosters a deeper understanding of complex

socio-political topics.


