Introduction

The Brideshead Revisited ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel
by Evelyn Waugh, providing an opportunity to explore themes of friendship, love,
and religion in a historical context. This lesson plan aims to engage students in
discussions about the characters and their relationships while expanding their
vocabulary and comprehension skills. Through this lesson, students will not only
improve their language abilities but also gain insight into British culture and history.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Nostalgia A sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically for a period or

place with happy personal associations.

The highest class in certain societies, typically comprising people of noble birth

Aristocracy holding hereditary titles.

Eccentric Unconventional and slightly strange, often in a humorous way.
Catholicism The faith, practice, and church order of the Roman Catholic Church.

Affluent Having a great deal of money; wealthy.

Contextual Usage

1. The novel Brideshead Revisited is filled with nostalgia for the bygone era of
aristocratic England.



2. Lord Marchmain's eccentric behavior added an intriguing element to the
storyline.

3. The novel delves into themes of Catholicism and its influence on the characters’
lives.

4. The characters in Brideshead Revisited belong to affluent families with grand
estates and luxurious lifestyles.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Brideshead Revisited ESL lesson, start with a warm-up
activity that involves asking students to imagine themselves living in an affluent
aristocratic society. Encourage them to describe their surroundings, daily activities,
and interactions with others using vocabulary related to nostalgia, aristocracy, and
Catholicism. This will not only capture their attention but also introduce key themes
and language elements relevant to the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Descriptions

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a character from
Brideshead Revisited. Ask them to create a detailed description of the character's
personality, background, and role in the story using the vocabulary terms provided.
Encourage them to discuss and justify their choices within their groups before
presenting to the class.

Listening Activity: Theme Exploration through
Music

Play a piece of classical music that reflects the nostalgic and aristocratic themes



present in the novel. Ask students to listen carefully and note down any emotions or
images that come to mind while listening. Then, facilitate a class discussion where
students share their thoughts and interpretations, linking them back to the themes
in Brideshead Revisited.

Roleplay Activity: Social Interactions

Assign roles to students based on characters from the novel and have them engage
in roleplay scenarios set in an aristocratic social setting. This activity encourages
students to use language appropriate for different social contexts while embodying
the characters' personalities. After the roleplay, initiate a group discussion about
their experiences and language used.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters from Brideshead
Revisited and write a letter to another character expressing their thoughts, feelings,
or experiences related to a specific event in the novel. This activity allows for
creative expression while reinforcing comprehension of character perspectives and
language usage. Encourage peer review or group discussions after completing the
letters.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short reflective essay on the
themes of nostalgia, aristocracy, and religion as depicted in Brideshead Revisited.
They should incorporate vocabulary terms from the lesson and provide examples
from the novel to support their reflections. Additionally, students can research and
write a brief analysis of the historical context of the novel's setting to deepen their
understanding of the story.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this Brideshead Revisited ESL lesson plan, students have delved into
the themes of nostalgia, aristocracy, and religion while expanding their vocabulary
and language skills. They have engaged in various activities that encouraged
critical thinking and creative expression, deepening their understanding of the
novel and its historical context.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the themes and language
elements explored in Brideshead Revisited contribute to their language
development. By analyzing complex themes and engaging in language-rich
activities, students have honed their comprehension, communication, and
analytical skills, which are essential for their overall language proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging Content

The Brideshead Revisited ESL Lesson Plan offers engaging content that allows
students to explore rich vocabulary, historical context, and complex themes,
providing a holistic learning experience.

Cultural Understanding



Studying Brideshead Revisited enables ESL students to gain insights into British
culture, history, and societal norms, broadening their cultural understanding and
language application.

Language Enrichment

The novel's intricate language and diverse themes provide ample opportunities for
ESL students to enrich their language skills, including vocabulary expansion,
comprehension development, and critical thinking.



