
Introduction

The Caps for Sale ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic children's book

"Caps for Sale" by Esphyr Slobodkina. This lesson plan aims to engage students in

language learning through a fun and interactive story. By using the book as a

central theme, students can improve their vocabulary, reading, and comprehension

skills while also exploring topics such as colors, numbers, and emotions. The Caps

for Sale ESL Lesson Plan provides an opportunity for students to actively participate

in the learning process and develop their language abilities in an enjoyable and

meaningful way.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Cap A type of head covering, often with a visor but without a brim.

Peddler A person who travels from place to place selling goods.

Monkeys Small to medium-sized primates that typically have a long tail.

Mischief Playful misbehavior or troublemaking.

Marketplace A location where goods and services are exchanged or sold.

Contextual Usage

1. The peddler carried a variety of caps for sale.



2. The monkeys imitated the peddler's actions.

3. The mischievous monkeys caused chaos in the marketplace.

4. The colorful caps attracted many customers at the marketplace.

5. The peddler's frustration was evident when dealing with the mischievous

monkeys.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Caps for Sale ESL Lesson Plan, start with a fun role-playing activity.

Divide the class into groups and assign each group a role: peddler, monkeys, and

customers. Encourage the students to act out the scene from the story where the

peddler encounters the mischievous monkeys. This activity not only sets the tone

for the lesson but also allows students to embody the characters and practice using

language elements related to the story, such as "caps for sale," "no, no, no," and

"you monkeys, you." It's a lively way to engage students and pique their interest in

the upcoming lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Cap Color Match

To reinforce vocabulary, provide students with colored paper or cardstock to create

their own paper caps. Then, ask them to match the color of the cap to the

corresponding color word written on a separate piece of paper. This hands-on

exercise encourages students to associate colors with words and enhances their

understanding of vocabulary.

Listening Exercise: Monkey Business

Play an audio recording of the story "Caps for Sale" and ask students to listen



carefully for specific details, such as the number of caps the peddler had or the

actions of the monkeys. Afterward, engage the class in a discussion about what

they heard, encouraging them to share their observations and interpretations.

Roleplay Activity: Market Day Roleplay

Organize a roleplay activity where students take on different roles at a pretend

marketplace. Some can act as peddlers selling caps, while others can be customers

or mischievous monkeys. This interactive exercise allows students to embody the

characters from the story and practice using relevant language in a real-world

context.

Reading and Writing Task: Caps Advertisement

In this activity, have students imagine they are peddlers themselves and ask them

to create an advertisement for their own cap sale. They can write a short script or

design a poster promoting their colorful caps. This task encourages creativity and

reinforces both reading and writing skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can be tasked with writing a short story or creating a comic

strip based on the events of "Caps for Sale." This assignment reinforces the lesson

content by encouraging students to use the vocabulary and language elements

introduced in class. Additionally, they can practice their reading and writing skills

while expressing their creativity through storytelling.

Conclusion

Summary



The Caps for Sale ESL Lesson Plan introduced students to the classic children's book

"Caps for Sale" by Esphyr Slobodkina. Throughout the lesson, students engaged in

vocabulary building, listening exercises, roleplay activities, and reading and writing

tasks related to the story.

Reflection

Students are encouraged to reflect on how the lesson enhanced their language

skills. They can consider how the vocabulary and language elements from the story

can be applied in their daily communication and language development. This

reflection prompts students to recognize the practical application of their learning

experience.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Caps for Sale is a great topic for ESL learning due to its engaging and interactive

nature. Here are a few reasons why this ESL lesson plan is beneficial for language

development:

Captivating Story

The story of "Caps for Sale" captures students' attention and sparks their

imagination. The lively characters, humorous situations, and colorful illustrations

make it an enjoyable reading experience.

Vocabulary Expansion

The story provides ample opportunities for vocabulary expansion. Students can

learn new words related to colors, clothing, emotions, and actions through the



context of the story. This helps them build a strong foundation of vocabulary that

they can apply in various real-life situations.

Language Elements Practice

The Caps for Sale ESL Lesson Plan allows students to practice language elements

such as greetings, expressions of frustration or surprise, and negotiation skills

through roleplay activities. This hands-on approach helps students develop their

speaking and listening skills in a meaningful way.

Cultural Awareness

The story's setting in a marketplace introduces students to different cultural

aspects such as peddlers, customers, and the concept of bartering. Exploring these

cultural elements fosters cross-cultural understanding and broadens students'

perspectives.

Overall, the Caps for Sale ESL Lesson Plan offers an engaging and interactive

learning experience that enhances vocabulary acquisition, language practice, and

cultural awareness among ESL learners.


