
Introduction

Charlotte's Web is a beloved children's novel that offers a rich and engaging

opportunity for ESL students to improve their language skills. This ESL lesson plan

aims to introduce students to the heartwarming story of Wilbur the pig and his

friendship with Charlotte the spider. Through this lesson, students will have the

chance to expand their vocabulary, practice reading and writing, and engage in

meaningful discussions about friendship, loyalty, and empathy. The timeless

themes in Charlotte's Web make it an ideal topic for ESL learning as it provides a

relatable context for language acquisition and encourages students to explore

important values through language activities.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Friendship The mutual affection and trust between individuals.

Loyalty The quality of being faithful and committed to someone or something.

Empathy The ability to understand and share the feelings of others.

Web
A structure created by spiders using silk threads for catching prey or as a

shelter.

Radiant Sending out light; shining or glowing brightly.

Contextual Usage



1. The novel Charlotte's Web beautifully portrays the theme of **friendship**

through the bond between Wilbur and Charlotte.

2. Charlotte's **loyalty** to Wilbur is evident in her efforts to save him from being

slaughtered.

3. The story teaches children about **empathy** as they witness the characters'

concern for one another.

4. Charlotte weaves a remarkable **web** that becomes a central element in the

plot.

5. The description of Charlotte as **radiant** captures her positive and glowing

personality.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on Charlotte's Web, start with a fun and interactive activity

called "Word Web." Begin by writing the word "friendship" in the center of the

board. Then, ask students to brainstorm related words or phrases around it, such as

"loyalty," "empathy," and "kindness." Encourage them to explain how these words

connect to the central theme. This activity not only introduces key vocabulary but

also sets the tone for discussing the important themes in Charlotte's Web.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Webs

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of key

vocabulary words from the story. Ask them to create word webs for each word,

including synonyms, antonyms, and related words. Encourage them to present their

word webs to the class and explain the connections between the words.

Listening Exercise: Character Descriptions



Play audio clips of different character descriptions from the book. Have students

listen carefully and write down adjectives that describe each character. Then, in

pairs, ask them to discuss and compare their lists, justifying their choices based on

the characters' actions and personalities.

Roleplay: Friendship Scenarios

Provide students with various friendship scenarios inspired by the book. In pairs or

small groups, have them roleplay these scenarios, demonstrating how characters in

Charlotte's Web would handle similar situations. Encourage them to use vocabulary

and expressions from the story.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters from Charlotte's Web.

Have them write a letter to another character expressing their thoughts and

feelings about a significant event in the story. After writing, students can share their

letters with a partner or in small groups for discussion.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short story or creating a comic

strip that illustrates the theme of friendship, loyalty, or empathy. They should

incorporate vocabulary and expressions learned from the Charlotte's Web lesson.

Encourage them to be creative and use the characters and situations from the book

as inspiration for their own narratives. This assignment reinforces the lesson

content while allowing students to express their understanding in a creative way.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this Charlotte's Web ESL lesson plan, students have explored essential

vocabulary related to friendship, loyalty, empathy, and the natural world. They

engaged in various activities that deepened their understanding of these concepts

while honing their language skills.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the themes and

vocabulary from Charlotte's Web can be applied to their daily lives and language

development. Encourage them to think about the importance of friendship and

empathy in their interactions with others, as well as how they can incorporate the

new vocabulary into their everyday conversations and writing.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Relevance to Everyday Life

Charlotte's Web is a great topic for ESL learning as it introduces students to

universal themes such as friendship, loyalty, and empathy, which are relevant to

their daily lives. The story provides a context for language learning that resonates

with students and encourages meaningful discussions.

Rich Vocabulary and Language Elements

The novel offers a rich vocabulary and language elements that can be explored in



depth during ESL lessons. From descriptive adjectives to emotional expressions,

Charlotte's Web provides ample opportunities for language practice and expansion.

Captivating Storytelling

The captivating storytelling in Charlotte's Web engages students and motivates

them to participate actively in language activities. The compelling narrative serves

as an effective tool for enhancing listening, reading, and writing skills in an

enjoyable manner.


