
Introduction

Cleft sentences are a crucial aspect of English grammar, and understanding them is

essential for ESL students to communicate effectively. In this ESL Adventure Lesson

Plan, students will delve into the world of cleft sentences, learning how to construct

and use them in various contexts. Cleft sentences are particularly important as they

allow speakers to emphasize specific parts of a sentence, making their

communication more precise and impactful. By mastering cleft sentences, students

can enhance their language skills and become more adept at expressing

themselves in English.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Cleft

Sentence

A complex sentence that has a simpler equivalent, with the main clause

placed at the beginning for emphasis.

Emphasis Special importance, value, or prominence given to something.

Subject The person or thing that performs the action of the verb in a sentence.

Predicate
The part of a sentence or clause containing a verb and stating something

about the subject.

Syntax
The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences in a

language.

Contextual Usage



- Cleft Sentence: In the sentence, “It was John who broke the window,” the cleft

construction emphasizes “John” as the one who broke the window.

- Emphasis: By using cleft sentences, speakers can place emphasis on specific

elements of a sentence to highlight their importance.

- Subject: The subject in a cleft sentence is often moved to the front of the

sentence for emphasis.

- Predicate: Understanding how cleft sentences reorganize predicates can help

students grasp their structure and purpose.

- Syntax: Learning about cleft sentences contributes to students' understanding

of English syntax and sentence structure.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on cleft sentences, start with an engaging warm-up activity.

Prepare a set of simple sentences and their cleft sentence counterparts on separate

cards. Divide the class into small groups and distribute the cards. Each group must

match the simple sentence with its corresponding cleft sentence. This activity not

only introduces students to the concept of cleft sentences but also encourages

collaboration and discussion among peers. It sets the tone for an interactive and

participative learning experience, laying the foundation for understanding cleft

sentences in a fun and engaging way.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Activity 1: Vocabulary Building

To reinforce vocabulary related to cleft sentences, create a matching game. Prepare

cards with key terms and their definitions. Divide the class into pairs or small

groups and distribute the cards. Each group must match the key term with its

correct definition. Encourage discussions among students to ensure understanding

of the terms.



Activity 2: Listening Comprehension

Play a recording of sentences using cleft constructions. Provide students with a

transcript and ask them to identify the cleft sentences used in the recording. Then,

discuss as a class how the emphasis changes in each sentence due to the cleft

construction.

Activity 3: Roleplay

Divide the class into groups and provide each group with a scenario where they

need to use cleft sentences to emphasize specific information. For example, they

could roleplay a job interview where they need to emphasize their qualifications

using cleft sentences. This activity encourages practical application of cleft

sentences in real-life situations.

Activity 4: Reading and Writing

Provide students with short paragraphs containing regular sentences and ask them

to rewrite these paragraphs using cleft constructions to emphasize different

elements. This hands-on exercise allows students to practice constructing and using

cleft sentences effectively.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short story or dialogue using cleft

sentences to emphasize specific details. They should aim to incorporate at least

five cleft sentences within their narrative. This assignment reinforces the lesson

content by providing students with an opportunity to practice and apply their

understanding of cleft sentences in a creative context.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this ESL Adventure Lesson Plan, students have explored the concept of

cleft sentences, understanding how they are structured and the purpose they serve

in emphasizing specific elements within a sentence. They have engaged in various

activities to reinforce their comprehension and application of cleft sentences in

different contexts.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how mastering cleft sentences

enhances their language skills. Understanding cleft sentences allows them to

communicate with precision and impact by emphasizing key information. They can

apply this knowledge to their writing and speaking, effectively conveying nuanced

meanings and enhancing their overall language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Cleft Sentences ESL Adventure Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning

due to several reasons:

Enhances Language Precision

By understanding and using cleft sentences, ESL students can develop their

language skills to express themselves with precision. Cleft sentences allow them to

emphasize specific information, enabling clearer communication and avoiding

ambiguity.



Improves Sentence Structure

Studying cleft sentences helps students grasp the intricacies of sentence structure

in English. They learn how to rearrange sentence elements and understand the

syntactic rules involved in constructing cleft sentences. This knowledge enhances

their overall understanding of English grammar.

Encourages Critical Thinking

Working with cleft sentences requires students to analyze sentence components

and determine which part needs emphasis. This promotes critical thinking skills as

they evaluate the meaning and impact of different sentence structures, fostering a

deeper understanding of language usage.

Facilitates Effective Communication

Mastering cleft sentences equips ESL learners with a valuable tool for effective

communication. By emphasizing specific elements in their speech or writing, they

can convey their intended meaning more clearly and engage their audience

effectively.

Overall, the Cleft Sentences ESL Adventure Lesson Plan provides ESL students with

a practical and engaging way to enhance their language skills, improve sentence

structure, promote critical thinking, and facilitate effective communication.


