Introduction

The Corduroy ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the beloved children's book
character, Corduroy the bear, and his adventures. This lesson plan aims to engage
students in language learning through a familiar and endearing story, allowing
them to expand their vocabulary, improve reading comprehension, and practice
language skills in a fun and interactive way. By using a well-known character like
Corduroy, students are more likely to be motivated and enthusiastic about the
learning process, making it an ideal topic for ESL learners of various ages and
language proficiency levels.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Bear A large, strong wild animal with a thick fur coat and sharp claws.

overalls A type of garment consisting of trousers with a front flap over the chest
held up by straps over the shoulders.

Button A small disc or knob sewn on to a garment, either to fasten it by being
pushed through a slit or buttonhole or for decoration.

Department A large retail store offering a wide variety of goods in different

Store departments.

A place in a public building where lost items are kept for reclaiming by

Lost and Found their owners.

Contextual Usage



1. The bear in the story is named Corduroy.

2. Corduroy wears green overalls with one strap missing a button.
3. Corduroy searches the department store for his missing button.
4. Lisa finds Corduroy in the lost and found section of the store.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Corduroy ESL Lesson Plan, start with a fun activity called "Dress the
Bear." Prepare cutouts of clothing items such as overalls, shirts, hats, and shoes.
Have the students work in pairs or small groups. Each group will receive a set of
clothing cutouts and a large bear cutout. The task is for the students to dress the
bear using the provided clothing cutouts while using vocabulary related to clothing
and colors. This activity not only sets the tone for the lesson but also encourages
students to use descriptive language and collaborate with their peers.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Story Sequencing

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of picture
cards depicting key events from the Corduroy story. Instruct the students to work
together to arrange the picture cards in the correct sequence of events from the
story. Encourage them to use transitional words and phrases to describe the
sequence of events. After completing the activity, each group can present their
sequence to the class, promoting discussion and reinforcing vocabulary.

Listening Activity: Corduroy's Descriptions

Play an audio clip or read aloud a descriptive passage from the Corduroy book



without revealing the character's name. Ask students to listen carefully and take
notes on the physical descriptions mentioned in the passage. Then, have them
work in pairs to create a visual representation or drawing based on their
understanding of the description. This activity enhances listening skills and
encourages creative interpretation.

Roleplay Activity: Lost and Found Adventure

Set up a roleplay scenario where students take on different roles such as Corduroy,
Lisa, or a department store employee. Create a situation where Corduroy gets lost
in the store, and students must use roleplay to act out how they would help him
find his way back to Lisa. This interactive activity promotes speaking and listening
skills while allowing students to engage in imaginative play.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter to
Corduroy

After reading the story, have students imagine themselves as one of the characters
from the book (e.q., Lisa or Corduroy) and write a letter from that character's
perspective. Encourage them to use descriptive language and express their
thoughts about their experiences in the department store. This activity combines
reading comprehension with creative writing skills, fostering language expression
and critical thinking.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are encouraged to write a short story or a descriptive
paragraph about their favorite toy or stuffed animal. They should focus on using
descriptive language to bring their toy to life, similar to the way Corduroy is
portrayed in the story. This assignment reinforces the vocabulary and descriptive
skills practiced in class while allowing students to express their creativity.



Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this Corduroy ESL Lesson Plan, students have engaged with vocabulary
related to the story, practiced listening and speaking through various activities, and
honed their reading and writing skills. The lesson has provided a fun and interactive
way for students to improve their language abilities.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the vocabulary and
language structures learned can be applied in everyday conversations. Additionally,
they can recognize the importance of descriptive language in storytelling and how it
enhances their ability to express themselves in English. This lesson encourages
students to continue exploring literature and using descriptive language to enrich
their language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Corduroy ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its
numerous benefits for language development.

Familiarity and Engagement

Using a well-known character like Corduroy captures students' attention and
creates a sense of familiarity. This familiarity helps to engage students in the lesson
and motivates them to participate actively in language activities.



Vocabulary Expansion

The Corduroy story introduces students to a range of vocabulary related to clothing,
colors, and descriptive language. By exploring these terms in context, students can
expand their vocabulary and improve their ability to describe objects and
characters.

Reading Comprehension

Through reading the Corduroy story, students practice their reading comprehension
skills. They learn how to understand the main ideas, identify key details, and make
connections between different parts of the text.

Listening and Speaking Practice

Engaging in activities related to the Corduroy story provides opportunities for
students to practice their listening and speaking skills. Whether it's through
listening to descriptions, participating in roleplays, or engaging in group discussions
about the story, students can enhance their ability to understand spoken English
and express themselves orally.

Creativity and Imagination

The Corduroy ESL Lesson Plan encourages creativity and imagination as students
are prompted to visualize scenes from the story, create their own stories or
descriptions, and engage in roleplay activities. This fosters language development
by allowing students to think critically, use their imagination, and express
themselves creatively.

Overall, the Corduroy ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and interactive way for
ESL learners to develop their language skills while enjoying a beloved children's
story.



