
Introduction

Creative writing is an essential skill for ESL students as it encourages them to

express themselves, think critically, and practice their language skills in a creative

and engaging way. This ESL lesson plan on creative writing aims to inspire students

to unleash their imagination, expand their vocabulary, and improve their writing

skills. Through this lesson, students will have the opportunity to explore different

forms of creative writing such as storytelling, poetry, and descriptive writing,

allowing them to develop a deeper understanding of the English language while

having fun with their creativity.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Imagery The use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions, or ideas.

Metaphor
A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to

which it is not literally applicable.

Simile
A figure of speech involving the comparison of one thing with another thing of a

different kind, using 'like' or 'as'.

Narrative A spoken or written account of connected events; a story.

Dialogue
A conversation between two or more people as a feature of a book, play, or

movie.

Contextual Usage



1. The author's use of imagery painted a vivid picture in the reader's mind.

2. Her smile was like sunshine on a rainy day (simile).

3. The narrative was filled with suspense and excitement.

4. The dialogue between the characters revealed their true feelings and

motivations.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the creative writing ESL lesson, start with a "Story Starter" activity. Write

the beginning of a story on the board or prepare handouts with the opening lines of

a narrative. Encourage students to continue the story in small groups or pairs,

incorporating elements of descriptive writing and dialogue. This activity not only

sets the tone for the lesson but also gets students thinking creatively and using

language elements relevant to creative writing, such as imagery, metaphors, and

dialogue.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Activity 1: Descriptive Writing Workshop

In this activity, students will participate in a descriptive writing workshop. Provide

them with a selection of visually stimulating images and ask them to choose one.

Encourage them to use vivid imagery, similes, and metaphors to describe the scene

in detail. This can be done individually or in pairs, followed by a group discussion

where students share their descriptive pieces.

Activity 2: Character Development Roleplay

For this activity, students will engage in character development roleplay. Assign



each student a character profile with details such as name, age, personality traits,

and background. In pairs or small groups, students will roleplay interactions

between their characters, focusing on dialogue and narrative development.

Activity 3: Storytelling Circle

In the storytelling circle activity, students will form a circle and take turns adding to

a collaborative story. The first student begins the story with a few sentences and

then passes it on to the next student who continues the narrative. This activity

encourages listening skills and sparks creativity as students contribute to the

evolving story.

Activity 4: Poetry Writing Session

Conduct a poetry writing session where students explore different forms of poetry

such as haiku or free verse. Provide examples of each form and guide students

through creating their own poems. Encourage peer feedback and discussion to

enhance comprehension and appreciation of poetic language elements.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short story or poem using the

creative writing techniques and language elements covered in class. Encourage

them to incorporate descriptive language, dialogue, and vivid imagery into their

writing. Additionally, students can be asked to read a piece of literature or poetry

outside of their comfort zone and write a brief reflection on how it inspired them or

what language elements they found intriguing. This assignment reinforces the

lesson content and allows students to further develop their creative writing skills

independently.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this creative writing ESL lesson plan, students have explored various

language elements such as imagery, metaphor, simile, narrative, and dialogue.

They have engaged in activities that encouraged descriptive writing, character

development roleplay, collaborative storytelling, and poetry writing.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the creative writing

techniques and language elements they've learned can be applied to their

language development. They may realize that these skills not only enhance their

writing abilities but also improve their overall language comprehension and

communication skills. Encouraging them to apply these techniques in their

everyday language use can further solidify their understanding and mastery of the

English language.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhancing Language Skills

Creative writing provides ESL students with a platform to expand their vocabulary,

practice grammar and sentence structure, and improve their overall language

proficiency. Through the exploration of various literary elements, students can

enhance their understanding and usage of the English language in a creative and

engaging manner.



Promoting Critical Thinking

Engaging in creative writing activities encourages students to think critically,

express their thoughts imaginatively, and develop problem-solving skills. This

process not only fosters creativity but also enhances cognitive abilities, which are

essential for effective language learning.

Fostering Self-Expression

Creative writing empowers ESL learners to express themselves freely in a

supportive environment. It allows them to communicate their ideas, emotions, and

experiences through storytelling, poetry, and descriptive writing, thereby building

confidence in using the English language.


