Introduction

The Dear Mr. Henshaw ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in language
development through the exploration of the beloved children's novel "Dear Mr.
Henshaw" by Beverly Cleary. This lesson plan aims to improve students' reading,
writing, and comprehension skills while also fostering critical thinking and creativity.
By delving into the story's themes and characters, students will have the
opportunity to expand their vocabulary, practice language structures, and develop
their communication skills. The Dear Mr. Henshaw ESL Lesson Plan provides a rich
platform for students to explore emotions, relationships, and personal experiences,
making it a valuable tool for ESL learning.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab Definition

Characterization The process of creating and developing a character in a story.

Conflict The struggle between opposing forces in a story, which drives the plot
forward.

Dialogue Conversation between characters in a literary work.

Theme The main idea or underlying meaning of a literary work.

Plot The sequence of events that make up a story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Dear Mr. Henshaw ESL Lesson Plan, start with a role-play activity
where students take on the roles of the main characters in the story. Encourage
them to use dialogue and expressions that reflect the characters' personalities and



emotions. This will not only familiarize students with the story's context but also set
the tone for exploring language elements such as characterization and dialogue.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Word Webs

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of key
vocabulary words from the story. Instruct them to create word webs for each word,
including synonyms, antonyms, and related words. Encourage group discussions to
explore the nuances of each word.

Reading and Writing Activity: Character
Journals

Ask students to choose a character from the story and write a journal entry from
that character's perspective. This activity promotes empathy and understanding of
different viewpoints while enhancing writing skills. Afterward, students can share
their journal entries in pairs or small groups for discussion.

Listening Comprehension Activity: Story
Retelling

Play an audio excerpt from the book and have students work in pairs to retell the
segment in their own words. This exercise improves listening skills and encourages
collaborative learning. Afterward, facilitate a class discussion to compare different
interpretations of the same passage.

Roleplay Activity: Letters to Mr. Henshaw



In this activity, students take on the roles of characters from the story and write
letters to Mr. Henshaw expressing their thoughts and feelings about various events.
This hands-on exercise encourages creativity, language expression, and
understanding of character perspectives. Students can then share their letters in
pairs or small groups for feedback and discussion.

ESL Homework Assighnment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short story or journal entry from
the perspective of one of the characters in "Dear Mr. Henshaw." They should
incorporate the vocabulary words discussed in class and focus on developing the
character's thoughts and emotions. This assignment reinforces the lesson content
by encouraging students to apply their understanding of characterization, dialogue,
and themes in their writing.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout the Dear Mr. Henshaw ESL Lesson Plan, students delved into the
themes, characters, and language elements of the beloved novel. They explored
vocabulary, engaged in role-play activities, and honed their writing and listening
skills.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how understanding character
perspectives and using descriptive language can enhance their language



development. By applying these skills to their own writing and communication, they
can further strengthen their English proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhancing Language Skills

The Dear Mr. Henshaw ESL Lesson Plan offers a rich opportunity for language
development as students engage with the story's vocabulary, dialogue, and

character perspectives. This topic allows students to expand their language skills in
a meaningful context.

Promoting Critical Thinking

By exploring the themes and characters in "Dear Mr. Henshaw," students are
encouraged to think critically and express their thoughts effectively, fostering
valuable skills for ESL learners.



