Introduction

The ESL linking words lesson plan is essential for English language learners as it
focuses on teaching students how to effectively connect ideas and improve the flow
of their writing and speaking. Linking words, also known as transition or connective
words, play a crucial role in structuring sentences and paragraphs, enabling
students to express themselves more coherently. This lesson plan aims to equip
students with the necessary vocabulary and understanding of how linking words
function within sentences, ultimately enhancing their communication skills.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Furthermore In addition; moreover
However On the other hand; nevertheless
In conclusion To sum up; finally
Moreover Additionally; furthermore
On the contrary In contrast; conversely

Contextual Usage

- She enjoys playing tennis. Furthermore, she excels at it.
- | wanted to go to the party. However, | had too much work to do.



- In conclusion, | would like to thank everyone for their hard work.
- Moreover, the new policy will also affect our department.
- On the contrary, | believe that it will have a positive impact.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on linking words, start with a fun activity called "Chain Story."
Begin by writing a sentence on the board using a linking word, such as "However,"
and then stop. Ask the students to continue the story using another linking word to
connect their sentence to the previous one. This activity not only introduces
students to various linking words but also encourages creativity and collaboration.
It sets the tone for the lesson by actively engaging students in using linking words
in a practical context.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Linking Words Match-Up

Divide the class into pairs and provide each pair with a set of cards. On one set,
write sentences with linking words, and on the other set, write the corresponding
linking words. Instruct the students to match the sentences with the appropriate
linking words. Encourage them to discuss their choices with their partners to
reinforce understanding.

Listening Activity: Linking Words Podcast

Select a podcast or audio clip that includes various examples of linking words. Have
the students listen to the podcast and create a list of linking words they hear.
Afterward, facilitate a group discussion where students share their findings and



discuss how the use of linking words impacts the overall flow and comprehension of
the podcast.

Roleplay Activity: Debate Using Linking Words

Organize a debate on a topic relevant to the students' interests or current events.
Assign students to different sides of the debate and encourage them to use linking
words effectively to present their arguments coherently. This activity not only
reinforces the use of linking words but also enhances public speaking skills.

Reading and Writing Activity: Linking Words
Story Creation

Provide students with a short story or paragraph with missing linking words. In pairs
or small groups, have them fill in the missing linking words to complete the story.
Then, ask each group to read their completed story aloud, emphasizing how they
used linking words to enhance the flow of their narrative.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short essay or paragraph on a
topic of their choice, incorporating a variety of linking words to connect their ideas
cohesively. Encourage them to use linking words such as "however," "therefore," "in
addition," and "on the contrary" to demonstrate their understanding of how these
words function within the context of their writing. This assignment reinforces the
lesson content and allows students to practice using linking words independently.

Conclusion

Summary



In conclusion, the ESL linking words lesson plan has equipped students with a
fundamental understanding of how linking words contribute to the coherence and
flow of their language. Throughout the lesson, students have learned various linking
words such as "furthermore," "however," "in conclusion," "moreover," and "on the
contrary," and have practiced using them in different contexts.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their newfound knowledge of
linking words to enhance their writing and speaking skills. Understanding how to
effectively use linking words will enable them to express themselves more clearly
and coherently, ultimately advancing their language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhancing Communication Skills

The ESL linking words lesson plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it
enhances students' communication skills. By understanding and using linking words
effectively, students can express their thoughts and ideas more clearly and
coherently in both spoken and written English.

Improving Writing Cohesion

Learning about linking words is crucial for ESL students as it helps improve the
cohesion of their writing. By mastering the use of linking words, students can create
well-structured essays, reports, and other written assignments, leading to overall
improvement in their language proficiency.



Fostering Critical Thinking

This topic encourages critical thinking as students learn to choose the appropriate
linking words to connect ideas logically. It challenges them to consider the

relationships between different concepts and strengthens their ability to construct
well-reasoned arguments.



