Introduction

The ESL Present Continuous Lesson Plan is designed to help students understand
and use the present continuous tense in English. This lesson plan is important as it
focuses on a fundamental aspect of English grammar, enabling students to express
actions happening at the moment of speaking or around the current time. By
mastering the present continuous tense, students can effectively communicate
their activities and experiences, laying a strong foundation for fluent and accurate
language use. This lesson plan aims to engage students in interactive activities that
enhance their understanding and usage of the present continuous tense, ultimately
boosting their confidence in using English in real-life situations.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Present The present continuous tense is used to describe actions that are

Continuous Tense happening at the moment of speaking or around the current time.

Verb-ing The form of a verb that indicates continuous or progressive action.
Tt.empo_rary Situations or actions that are happening for a limited period of time.
Situations

Adverbs of Words that indicate how often an action is happening, such as 'always’,
Frequency ‘usually’, 'often’, 'sometimes’, and 'never'.

State Verbs Verbs that express a state rather than an action, such as 'like’,

'believe', 'want', and 'need'.

Contextual Usage



1. She is **playing** the piano. (Present Continuous Tense)

2. They are **running** in the park. (Verb-ing)

3. I'm **staying** at my friend's house this week. (Temporary Situations)
4. He is **always** complaining about something. (Adverbs of Frequency)
5. | ¥*believe** you are right. (State Verbs)

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the ESL Present Continuous Lesson Plan, start with a fun and interactive
activity called "What's Happening Now?" In this activity, students will stand in a
circle, and one student will begin by miming an action while the others guess what
it is using present continuous tense sentences. For example, a student might mime
"writing on a whiteboard," and the others would say, "He is writing on a
whiteboard." This activity not only captures students' attention but also sets the
tone for the lesson by incorporating language elements relevant to the present
continuous tense.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Action Charades

To reinforce vocabulary related to the present continuous tense, organize a game of
charades where students act out various actions using present continuous
sentences to describe what they are doing. Divide the class into two teams and
have them take turns acting out actions while the opposing team guesses the
action using present continuous sentences. This activity encourages group
discussions and hands-on exercises, enhancing comprehension of the vocabulary.

Listening Exercise: What's Happening?



Play a short audio clip or video showing different scenes with people engaged in
various activities. Students will listen and write down sentences using the present
continuous tense to describe what they see in the clip. Afterward, encourage pair
work for students to discuss their sentences and share their observations with each
other, promoting listening comprehension and collaborative learning.

Roleplay Activity: Daily Routines

Assign each student a role to play, such as a student, a teacher, a chef, or a doctor,
and have them create dialogues using the present continuous tense to describe
their daily routines or activities related to their roles. Students can then pair up and
perform their roleplay in front of the class, fostering speaking practice and
creativity in language use.

Reading and Writing Task: Picture Stories

Provide students with a series of pictures depicting different ongoing activities. Ask
them to create short stories or captions for each picture using the present
continuous tense. After completing this individual writing task, students can share
their stories with a partner or in small groups, encouraging reading comprehension
and peer feedback.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with creating a short video or audio recording of
themselves describing their daily activities using the present continuous tense.
They should aim to include a variety of actions and adverbs of frequency in their
descriptions. This assignment reinforces the lesson content by providing students
with an opportunity to practice speaking and listening skills outside the classroom
environment.



Conclusion

Summary

In conclusion, this ESL Present Continuous Lesson Plan has provided students with a
comprehensive understanding of the present continuous tense, including its usage,
vocabulary, and contextual application.

Reflection

Students are encouraged to reflect on how mastering the present continuous tense
can enhance their ability to communicate effectively in English. They should
consider how the lesson content can be applied in their daily language
development, both in spoken and written English.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The ESL Present Continuous Lesson Plan is a valuable topic for ESL learning as it
provides students with essential language skills for expressing ongoing actions and
temporary situations. Mastering the present continuous tense enhances students'
ability to communicate in real-time, fostering fluency and accuracy in spoken and
written English. Additionally, this topic offers practical applications in daily
conversations, making it relevant and engaging for ESL learners.



