
Introduction

Fractured Fairy Tales Lesson Plans are an engaging and creative way to teach

English as a Second Language (ESL) students about storytelling, language, and

critical thinking. These lesson plans take traditional fairy tales and put a unique spin

on them, encouraging students to think outside the box and explore different

perspectives. By using fractured fairy tales, students can improve their vocabulary,

reading comprehension, and writing skills while having fun with familiar stories. This

topic is important as it not only enhances language skills but also fosters creativity

and imagination in ESL learners.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Fractured Fairy

Tale

A story that takes a traditional fairy tale and alters it in some way, such

as changing the characters, setting, or plot.

Parody
An imitation of a particular writer, artist, or genre with deliberate

exaggeration for comic effect.

Characterization The process by which the writer reveals the personality of a character.

Plot Twist An unexpected development or turn of events in a story.

Narrative Voice The format through which a story is communicated to the audience.

Contextual Usage



- The students will create their own fractured fairy tales by changing the

characters and setting to create a parody of the original story.

- After reading the fractured fairy tale, students will discuss how the

characterization of the main character differs from the original version.

- The plot twist in this fractured fairy tale completely changes the outcome of

the story, providing an unexpected surprise for readers.

- The narrative voice used in this fractured fairy tale is from a different

perspective than the traditional version, offering a fresh take on the classic tale.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on fractured fairy tales, start with an engaging warm-up

activity. Provide students with a list of well-known fairy tales and ask them to

brainstorm different ways the stories could be altered or twisted. Encourage them

to think creatively and come up with unexpected ideas. This activity not only sets

the tone for the lesson but also incorporates language elements such as

storytelling, creativity, and critical thinking, which are essential for understanding

fractured fairy tales.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Story Twists

In this activity, students will work in pairs to create a list of vocabulary words

related to storytelling and then use those words to brainstorm different ways to

twist a traditional fairy tale. Afterward, each pair will present their ideas to the

class, encouraging group discussions and creativity.

Listening Exercise: Analyzing Narratives



Provide students with audio recordings of fractured fairy tales. After listening, they

will discuss the changes made to the original stories, focusing on narrative voice

and plot twists. This activity promotes listening comprehension and critical thinking

skills.

Roleplay: Character Transformation

Assign each student a character from a well-known fairy tale and have them

reimagine that character in a modern or unexpected setting. Students will then

engage in roleplay scenarios where these transformed characters interact,

encouraging creativity and hands-on exercises.

Reading and Writing: Creating Fractured Fairy

Tales

Students will write their own fractured fairy tales, incorporating vocabulary words

learned in previous activities. They can work individually or in groups, allowing for

opportunities to enhance comprehension through writing and peer collaboration.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students will be tasked with writing their own fractured fairy tale.

They should apply the storytelling elements and vocabulary learned in class to

create a unique and imaginative twist on a traditional fairy tale. Encouraging

students to use their creativity and language skills, this assignment reinforces the

lesson content and provides an opportunity for independent practice.

Conclusion



Summary

The lesson on fractured fairy tales provided students with an opportunity to explore

storytelling, creativity, and language skills through the lens of altered narratives.

Students engaged in activities that focused on vocabulary building, listening

comprehension, roleplay, and writing, all centered around the concept of fractured

fairy tales.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the activities helped them

understand the importance of narrative voice, plot twists, and characterization in

storytelling. They can also apply the vocabulary learned to their own writing and

speaking, enhancing their language development and creative expression.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhancing Language Skills

Fractured fairy tales provide an engaging platform for ESL students to expand their

language skills, including vocabulary, storytelling, and creative writing. By exploring

altered narratives, students can enhance their understanding of language elements

and literary devices.

Promoting Critical Thinking

This topic encourages students to think critically and creatively as they analyze and



reimagine traditional stories. It fosters imagination and allows students to explore

different perspectives, thus promoting cognitive development.

Cultural Understanding

Fractured fairy tales often incorporate cultural references and diverse perspectives,

providing ESL learners with an opportunity to explore various cultures and traditions

through storytelling. This can help broaden their cultural awareness and empathy.


