
Introduction

The Frankenstein, or, the Modern Prometheus ESL Lesson Plan is designed to

engage students in a classic literary work while enhancing their English language

skills. This lesson plan aims to introduce students to the themes, characters, and

vocabulary of Mary Shelley's iconic novel. By delving into this gothic tale, students

can improve their reading comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and critical

thinking abilities. The story's timeless relevance and thought-provoking narrative

make it an ideal subject for ESL learners to explore and analyze.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Victor

Frankenstein
The protagonist and creator of the creature in Mary Shelley's novel.

Creature
The being created by Victor Frankenstein, often referred to as

'Frankenstein's monster.'

Gothic
Relating to a style of fiction characterized by the use of desolate or

remote settings and macabre, mysterious, or violent incidents.

Ambition
A strong desire to achieve something, typically requiring determination

and hard work.

Isolation The state of being separated from others; solitude.

Contextual Usage



1. Victor Frankenstein was consumed by his ambition to create life from non-

living matter.

2. The creature experienced profound isolation due to society's rejection of his

appearance.

3. Mary Shelley's novel is renowned for its gothic elements, including eerie settings

and mysterious events.

4. The relationship between Victor Frankenstein and his creature is a central

theme in the story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Frankenstein ESL lesson, start with an engaging activity that sets the

tone for the gothic themes in Mary Shelley's novel. Begin by showing students

images of eerie landscapes, mysterious laboratories, and haunting figures. Ask

them to describe what they see using descriptive adjectives and adverbs.

Encourage them to use words like "ominous," "foreboding," "desolate," and "forlorn"

to capture the atmosphere of the images. This activity will not only pique students'

interest but also introduce them to vocabulary relevant to the story's setting and

mood.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Descriptive Writing

To enhance vocabulary and descriptive writing skills, have students imagine

themselves as Victor Frankenstein exploring the desolate landscapes where he

conducted his experiments. In pairs, ask them to describe the setting using sensory

details and vivid adjectives. Encourage them to engage in a group discussion to

share their descriptions and receive feedback from their peers.



Listening Exercise: Character Analysis

Play an audio excerpt of a key scene from the novel and have students listen

attentively. Afterward, assign each student a character (e.g., Victor Frankenstein,

the creature) and have them discuss the characters' emotions, motivations, and

actions in small groups. This activity promotes active listening and critical thinking.

Roleplay: Ethical Dilemmas

Divide the class into groups and assign each group a different ethical dilemma

presented in the novel (e.g., the responsibility of creators towards their creations).

Have them create a short roleplay skit that explores their assigned dilemma from

different perspectives. This hands-on exercise encourages students to delve into

complex themes while practicing language skills.

Reading and Writing: Analytical Essay

After reading a specific chapter or section of the novel, instruct students to write an

analytical essay discussing a thematic element or character development.

Encourage peer review and group discussions to exchange ideas before finalizing

their essays. This activity fosters reading comprehension, critical analysis, and

written expression.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a journal entry from the perspective

of either Victor Frankenstein or the creature. They should reflect on a key event

from the story and express the character's emotions, thoughts, and moral

dilemmas. This assignment reinforces their understanding of character

development and encourages creative writing while connecting to the themes

explored in the lesson.



Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on Frankenstein, students have delved into the

themes, characters, and vocabulary of Mary Shelley's classic novel. They have

engaged in various activities that have enhanced their reading comprehension,

critical thinking, and language skills.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how analyzing complex

literature like Frankenstein contributes to their language development. By exploring

the nuances of character motivations, ethical dilemmas, and descriptive writing,

students can apply these skills to their language acquisition and overall

understanding of literary works.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Studying Frankenstein as part of an ESL lesson plan offers students a rich and

engaging learning experience. The novel's complex themes, diverse vocabulary,

and thought-provoking narrative provide ample opportunities for language

development and critical thinking. Exploring the moral and ethical dilemmas

presented in the story encourages students to express their opinions and ideas in

English, fostering both linguistic and analytical skills. Additionally, the timeless

relevance of Frankenstein sparks meaningful discussions that contribute to a well-

rounded ESL education.


