
Introduction

The Great Expectations ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to the

classic novel "Great Expectations" by Charles Dickens, while also improving their

English language skills. This lesson plan aims to engage students in a thought-

provoking discussion about the themes, characters, and plot of the novel, all while

enhancing their vocabulary and comprehension abilities. By delving into this

timeless piece of literature, students can not only expand their language proficiency

but also gain valuable insights into human nature and society.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Expectations The act of expecting or anticipating something to happen.

Fortune A large amount of money, goods, property, or other valuable possessions.

Gentleman A chivalrous, courteous, or honorable man.

Pip The protagonist and narrator of 'Great Expectations'.

Wealth An abundance of valuable possessions or money.

Contextual Usage

1. The protagonist, Pip, had great **expectations** for his future as a

gentleman.



2. The story revolves around the theme of **fortune** and its impact on the

characters' lives.

3. The novel explores what it means to be a true **gentleman** in Victorian

society.

4. **Pip** undergoes significant character development throughout the novel.

5. The pursuit of **wealth** drives many characters' actions in the story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Great Expectations ESL Lesson Plan, begin with a captivating

warm-up activity. Start by displaying images or short descriptions of various

characters from "Great Expectations" and ask the students to guess their roles in

the story. Encourage them to use descriptive adjectives and speculate about the

characters' personalities based on their appearances. This activity not only engages

students but also introduces them to key characters and themes from the novel,

laying the groundwork for deeper exploration.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Traits

Begin by providing students with a list of character traits such as "ambitious,"

"compassionate," and "resilient." In pairs, students should match these traits to the

characters in "Great Expectations" and provide evidence from the text to support

their choices. This activity encourages critical thinking and close reading while

enhancing vocabulary.

Listening Exercise: Audio Analysis

Play an audio excerpt from a dramatic scene in "Great Expectations." After



listening, students discuss the emotions conveyed, the motivations of the

characters, and how the scene contributes to the overall plot. This activity

promotes listening comprehension and encourages group discussions.

Roleplay: Character Interaction

Assign each student a character from the novel and have them interact in a

roleplay scenario set in a specific scene. Encourage students to embody their

characters' personalities and motivations while engaging in dialogue. This hands-on

exercise fosters creativity, language practice, and a deeper understanding of

character dynamics.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters from "Great

Expectations" and write a letter to another character expressing their thoughts and

feelings about a pivotal event in the story. Afterward, students can share their

letters with classmates, promoting writing skills and peer interaction.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short reflective essay on the

theme of "expectations" in their own lives. They should draw parallels between

their experiences and those of the characters in "Great Expectations," highlighting

how expectations can influence one's choices and outcomes. This assignment

reinforces the lesson's themes and encourages personal reflection, fostering a

deeper connection to the material.

Conclusion



Key Points Summary

Throughout this Great Expectations ESL Lesson Plan, students have delved into the

themes, characters, and vocabulary of Charles Dickens' classic novel. They have

engaged in activities that fostered critical thinking, listening comprehension, and

language practice, all while gaining a deeper understanding of the text.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their improved vocabulary and

comprehension skills to other literary works and real-life situations. By analyzing

characters' motivations and interactions, students can enhance their language

development and gain valuable insights into human behavior and societal norms.

This lesson serves as a foundation for further language exploration and critical

thinking.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Great Expectations ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its

rich language, engaging storyline, and timeless themes.

Language Enrichment

The novel's sophisticated vocabulary and descriptive language provide ample

opportunities for students to expand their English language skills. Through reading

and discussing the text, students can enhance their vocabulary, improve their

comprehension abilities, and develop a deeper understanding of grammar and

sentence structure.

Cultural Exploration



Great Expectations offers a glimpse into Victorian society, allowing students to

explore different cultural perspectives and historical contexts. By analyzing the

characters' behaviors, social hierarchies, and societal expectations, students can

gain insights into human nature and broaden their cultural awareness.

Critical Thinking

The complex characters and intricate plot of Great Expectations encourage critical

thinking skills. Students can analyze character motivations, make predictions about

the story's outcome, and engage in thoughtful discussions about themes such as

ambition, identity, and social class. This fosters analytical thinking and encourages

students to express their opinions in a structured manner.

Relevance to Language Development

By studying Great Expectations, students can apply their language skills in real-life

contexts. They can practice reading comprehension through analyzing passages

from the novel or engage in role-play activities that require them to use English in

meaningful ways. This topic provides a bridge between language learning and

practical application.

Overall, the Great Expectations ESL Lesson Plan offers a comprehensive learning

experience that combines language development with cultural exploration and

critical thinking skills. It is an ideal topic for ESL learners seeking to enhance their

English proficiency while engaging with classic literature.


