
Introduction

The Green Eggs and Ham ESL Lesson Plan is a fun and engaging topic designed to

help ESL students improve their language skills through the beloved Dr. Seuss book.

This lesson plan aims to enhance vocabulary, reading, and comprehension skills

while also encouraging creativity and critical thinking. By using a popular children's

story, students can easily relate to the content, making the learning process more

enjoyable and effective. The theme of trying new things and embracing differences

in Green Eggs and Ham also provides an excellent opportunity for discussing

important values and life lessons with ESL learners.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Sam-I-Am
The persistent character who tries to convince the other character to try

green eggs and ham.

Green Eggs and

Ham
The unusual dish that the main character is encouraged to try.

Try To attempt or sample something for the first time.

Would you? A question used to ask someone if they are willing to do something.

I do not like A phrase used to express dislike or aversion towards something.

Contextual Usage



1. Sam-I-Am was determined to convince his friend to try the green eggs and

ham, despite his initial reluctance.

2. The main character finally agreed to taste the green eggs and ham after being

asked, “Would you try them in a box? Would you try them with a fox?”

3. The phrase “I do not like” was repeated throughout the story as the main

character expressed his dislike for trying new things.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Green Eggs and Ham ESL lesson, start with a fun and interactive

activity. Begin by showing the students pictures of different foods, including some

unusual or exotic ones. Ask them to describe each food using adjectives and then

discuss whether they would be willing to try each one. This activity sets the tone for

the lesson by introducing vocabulary related to food and preferences, which ties in

with the theme of trying new things from the Green Eggs and Ham story. It also

encourages students to express their opinions and engage in discussions, preparing

them for the main lesson activities.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Describing Food

Start by presenting a variety of food images to the students. Have them work in

pairs to describe each food using adjectives. Encourage them to discuss whether

they would be willing to try each food, and why or why not. This activity helps

reinforce vocabulary related to food and preferences, setting the stage for the

theme of trying new things in Green Eggs and Ham.

Listening Activity: Story Retelling



Play an audio recording of the Green Eggs and Ham story or read it aloud to the

class. Then, divide the students into small groups and have them take turns

retelling different parts of the story to their group members. This activity enhances

listening skills and comprehension while also promoting group discussions and

collaboration.

Roleplay Activity: Trying New Things

Assign roles from the Green Eggs and Ham story to different students, such as Sam-

I-Am, the main character, and various other characters encountered in the book.

Have them act out scenes from the story, particularly those related to trying new

things. This roleplay activity encourages students to engage with the content in a

creative way while practicing language fluency and expression.

Reading and Writing Activity: Opinion Essay

After discussing the story's theme of trying new things, ask students to write an

opinion essay on whether they would be willing to try green eggs and ham based

on their own experiences with trying new foods. Encourage them to use vocabulary

from the story and express their opinions clearly. This activity promotes critical

thinking, writing skills, and self-expression.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can be tasked with creating their own version of a "Green

Eggs and Ham" story. They should come up with a new character who is hesitant to

try a unique dish and write a short story about their experience. Encourage them to

use descriptive language, dialogue, and express the character's feelings towards

trying something new. This assignment reinforces the lesson's theme while

promoting creativity and language skills outside the classroom.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this Green Eggs and Ham ESL lesson, students have explored

vocabulary related to food and preferences, practiced listening and speaking

through story retelling and roleplay, and honed their writing skills by expressing

their opinions. The theme of trying new things has been central to the activities,

encouraging students to engage with the content in various ways.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the theme of trying new things can be

applied to your language development. Embracing new vocabulary, practicing

speaking and listening skills, and expressing your opinions in English are essential

steps in your language journey. Just like the character in Green Eggs and Ham,

being open to new experiences can lead to exciting language growth.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Green Eggs and Ham ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due

to its engaging and relatable content. Here's why this topic is great for ESL learning:

1. Familiarity and Engagement

The Green Eggs and Ham story is a beloved children's book that many students

may already be familiar with. By using a familiar and engaging story, students are

more likely to be motivated and actively participate in the lesson.



2. Vocabulary Expansion

The story introduces a variety of food-related vocabulary, allowing students to

expand their vocabulary repertoire. Through activities such as describing food,

discussing preferences, and retelling the story, students can enhance their

understanding and usage of new words.

3. Language Skills Development

The Green Eggs and Ham ESL Lesson Plan provides opportunities for the

development of various language skills. Students can practice listening

comprehension through audio recordings or read-aloud sessions, improve speaking

skills through roleplay activities, enhance reading comprehension through story

retelling, and refine writing skills through opinion essays.

4. Cultural Awareness

The theme of trying new things in Green Eggs and Ham opens up discussions about

cultural differences and encourages acceptance of diverse perspectives. This

promotes cultural awareness among ESL learners while fostering an inclusive

classroom environment.

Overall, the Green Eggs and Ham ESL Lesson Plan combines fun, engagement,

vocabulary expansion, language skills development, and cultural awareness into

one cohesive lesson that is both enjoyable and effective for ESL learners.


