
Introduction

The Hatchet ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in language learning

through the captivating story of a young boy's survival in the wilderness. This

lesson plan aims to improve students' English language skills by incorporating

vocabulary building, reading comprehension, and critical thinking activities. By

exploring themes of resilience, problem-solving, and self-reliance, students can

enhance their language proficiency while also gaining valuable life lessons. The

Hatchet ESL Lesson Plan provides an immersive and interactive learning experience

that not only strengthens language abilities but also fosters a deeper understanding

of important character traits and survival skills.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Survival
The state or fact of continuing to live or exist, typically in spite of an accident,

ordeal, or difficult circumstances.

Wilderness An uncultivated, uninhabited, and inhospitable region.

Resilience The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.

Self-

reliance
Reliance on one's own powers and resources rather than those of others.

Adversity Difficulties; misfortune.

Contextual Usage



1. The protagonist in the story demonstrates remarkable **survival** skills after

being stranded in the wilderness.

2. The novel vividly portrays the challenges of living in the **wilderness** and the

struggle for survival.

3. The character's **resilience** in the face of adversity serves as an inspiration

for readers.

4. The theme of **self-reliance** is prevalent throughout the story as the

protagonist learns to depend on his own abilities.

5. The narrative explores how individuals overcome **adversity** through

determination and resourcefulness.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Hatchet ESL Lesson Plan, start with an engaging activity that sets the

tone for the lesson. Begin by showing images of survival situations or wilderness

landscapes and ask students to describe what they see using descriptive language.

Encourage them to use vocabulary related to survival, resilience, and self-reliance,

which are key themes in the Hatchet story. This activity not only captures students'

attention but also primes their minds for the upcoming lesson on the novel's

themes and language elements.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Wilderness Word Scramble

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of words

related to the wilderness and survival. The words should be scrambled, and the

groups must work together to unscramble them. Encourage discussions within the

groups to decipher the words. This activity reinforces vocabulary while promoting

teamwork and collaboration.



Listening Exercise: Soundscapes of the

Wilderness

Play audio recordings of wilderness sounds such as birds chirping, water flowing, or

wind blowing. Ask students to close their eyes, listen carefully, and jot down

descriptive words or phrases that come to mind. Afterward, facilitate a group

discussion where students share their responses and discuss how the sounds make

them feel.

Roleplay: Survival Scenario

Assign roles to students, such as a lost hiker, a park ranger, or a wilderness guide.

Provide them with specific scenarios related to survival in the wilderness. Students

will engage in roleplay conversations using vocabulary and phrases relevant to

survival situations. This activity encourages language practice in a realistic context.

Reading and Writing: Journal Reflection

Ask students to imagine themselves in a survival situation similar to the protagonist

in Hatchet. Have them write journal entries expressing their thoughts, emotions,

and strategies for survival. Afterward, encourage volunteers to share their journal

entries with the class, followed by a group discussion on different approaches to

survival.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short story set in the wilderness.

They should incorporate vocabulary and themes related to survival, resilience, and

self-reliance, drawing inspiration from the Hatchet novel. Encourage them to use

descriptive language and vivid imagery to bring their wilderness story to life.

Additionally, students can research real-life survival stories and prepare a brief



presentation to share with the class in the next session. This assignment reinforces

the lesson content while fostering creativity and independent learning.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout the Hatchet ESL Lesson Plan, students delved into vocabulary related to

survival, resilience, and self-reliance. They engaged in activities that enhanced their

language skills while exploring the themes of survival in the wilderness.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply the acquired vocabulary and

language elements to real-life situations. Understanding the importance of

resilience and self-reliance not only enriches their language development but also

provides valuable life skills. Encouraging students to apply these concepts in their

daily communication can further strengthen their language proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Hatchet ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it combines

language development with engaging content. The survival theme in the story

provides a rich vocabulary related to wilderness, resilience, and survival, offering

students practical and relevant language skills. Additionally, the story's compelling

narrative captivates students' interest, making the learning process more enjoyable

and effective. By exploring themes of resilience and self-reliance, students not only

enhance their language abilities but also gain valuable life lessons that can be

applied beyond the classroom.


