
Introduction

The How to Catch a Leprechaun - Lesson Plans topic is an engaging and fun way to

introduce ESL students to the concept of storytelling, creative writing, and cultural

traditions. This lesson plan provides an opportunity for students to learn new

vocabulary related to St. Patrick's Day and Irish folklore while also developing their

language skills through various activities. By exploring the theme of catching a

leprechaun, students can enhance their listening, speaking, reading, and writing

abilities in an enjoyable and interactive manner. This topic not only fosters

language development but also encourages creativity and imagination in ESL

learners.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Leprechaun

A type of fairy in Irish folklore, usually depicted as a small, old man wearing

a red or green coat, who is mischievous and known for hiding his pot of gold

at the end of a rainbow.

Shamrock
A young sprig of clover, typically with three leaves, used as a symbol of

Ireland.

Pot of Gold
A mythical treasure that leprechauns are said to hide at the end of a

rainbow.

Rainbow
An arc of colors that appears in the sky opposite the sun and is caused by

the refraction and reflection of sunlight in raindrops.

St. Patrick's

Day

A cultural and religious holiday celebrated on March 17th, commemorating

St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.



Contextual Usage

1. The children in the story were determined to catch a leprechaun and find his

pot of gold.

2. On St. Patrick's Day, people wear shamrock symbols to celebrate Irish culture.

3. According to Irish folklore, leprechauns hide their pot of gold at the end of a

rainbow.

4. After the rain stopped, we saw a beautiful rainbow stretching across the sky.

5. St. Patrick's Day is a festive holiday celebrated with parades and wearing

green attire to honor Irish heritage.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on "How to Catch a Leprechaun," start with an engaging

warm-up activity. Begin by showing images of leprechauns, rainbows, and

shamrocks on the board or through a presentation. Ask students to describe what

they see and encourage them to use adjectives to express their thoughts. Then,

introduce a short video or story about leprechauns and their legendary pot of gold

at the end of the rainbow. Prompt students to discuss in pairs or small groups what

they would do if they caught a leprechaun and found his pot of gold. This activity

not only captures students' attention but also sets the tone for the imaginative and

creative lesson ahead.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Leprechaun Descriptions

Begin by providing students with a list of adjectives commonly used to describe

leprechauns, such as mischievous, tiny, elusive, and clever. Then, ask students to

work in pairs or small groups to create descriptive sentences or short paragraphs

about leprechauns using the provided adjectives. Encourage them to be as



imaginative as possible. Afterward, have each group share their descriptions with

the class, promoting vocabulary retention and creative expression.

Listening Activity: Leprechaun Legends

Play an audio recording or video that narrates a traditional leprechaun legend or

story. Afterward, distribute a set of comprehension questions related to the listening

material. Students can work individually or in pairs to answer the questions based

on what they heard. This activity not only enhances listening skills but also provides

an opportunity for group discussions to compare answers and interpretations.

Roleplay Activity: Catching a Leprechaun

Divide the class into groups and assign each group a scenario related to catching a

leprechaun (e.g., finding a hidden clue, setting a trap, negotiating with the

leprechaun). Encourage students to create and act out short roleplay scenes based

on their assigned scenarios. This hands-on exercise promotes speaking and creative

thinking while allowing students to practice using vocabulary in context.

Reading and Writing Activity: Leprechaun Diary

Entry

Provide students with a template for writing a diary entry from the perspective of a

leprechaun. Encourage them to use the vocabulary and descriptive language

learned earlier in the lesson. After completing their diary entries, students can

share their writings with a partner for feedback and discussion, fostering both

reading and writing skills as well as peer interaction.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are encouraged to conduct independent research on Irish

folklore and legends, with a focus on leprechauns and their significance in Irish



culture. They can choose to write a short essay, create a presentation, or even craft

their own leprechaun story. Additionally, students can practice their vocabulary by

writing a dialogue between two characters discussing their plans to catch a

leprechaun. This assignment reinforces the lesson content while promoting

independent learning and creativity outside the classroom.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, students explored the captivating world of leprechauns, St.

Patrick's Day, and Irish folklore. They engaged in vocabulary building activities,

listened to traditional stories, participated in roleplay scenarios, and honed their

reading and writing skills through creative tasks.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how it has expanded their

vocabulary related to Irish culture and folklore. They also gained valuable practice

in listening, speaking, reading, and writing while exploring imaginative scenarios.

Encouraging students to apply these language skills in everyday conversations and

creative writing can further enhance their language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Culturally Rich



The topic of "How to Catch a Leprechaun" is an excellent choice for ESL learning as

it introduces students to the rich cultural traditions of Ireland, particularly during St.

Patrick's Day. This theme provides an engaging and captivating way for students to

explore new vocabulary, storytelling, and imaginative scenarios while learning

about a different culture.

Language Skills Development

The lesson activities related to leprechauns, shamrocks, and Irish folklore offer

ample opportunities for students to enhance their language skills in listening,

speaking, reading, and writing. By immersing themselves in the world of

leprechauns, students can expand their vocabulary and improve their language

proficiency in a fun and interactive manner.

Promotes Creativity and Imagination

The topic encourages creativity and imagination as students engage in activities

such as creating descriptive leprechaun stories, participating in roleplay scenarios,

and crafting diary entries from the perspective of a leprechaun. These exercises not

only foster language development but also stimulate creative thinking and self-

expression.


