
Introduction

The Kidnapped: The Adventures of David Balfour ESL Lesson Plan introduces

students to the classic adventure novel by Robert Louis Stevenson. This lesson plan

aims to engage students in English language learning through the exciting story of

David Balfour's journey. By exploring the themes, characters, and plot of

Kidnapped, students will enhance their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and

critical thinking skills. This ESL lesson plan provides an immersive experience for

students to delve into a captivating narrative while improving their language

abilities.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Adventure An exciting or unusual experience, often involving danger and risks.

Kidnapped
The action of being taken away illegally by force, typically in order to obtain a

ransom.

Island A piece of land surrounded by water.

Shipwreck
The destruction of a ship at sea by sinking or breaking up, often due to storms

or accidents.

Survival
The state or fact of continuing to live or exist, typically in spite of an accident,

ordeal, or difficult circumstances.

Contextual Usage



1. The novel Kidnapped takes readers on an adventurous journey through the

Scottish Highlands.

2. David Balfour was kidnapped and taken aboard a ship against his will.

3. The story is set on an island where the characters face various challenges.

4. A shipwreck leaves the characters stranded on a deserted shore.

5. The theme of survival is prevalent throughout the novel as the characters strive

to overcome obstacles and hardships.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson, begin with a captivating warm-up activity. Create a

scenario where students are "shipwrecked" on a deserted island (the classroom).

Encourage them to work in pairs or small groups to discuss what items they would

need to survive and escape the island. This activity not only captures students'

attention but also introduces them to the theme of survival, which is central to

Kidnapped: The Adventures of David Balfour. Encourage students to use English

vocabulary related to survival, adventure, and challenges as they engage in this

imaginative exercise.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Scramble

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of jumbled

words related to the novel. Students must work together to unscramble the words

and write down their meanings. This activity encourages collaboration and

reinforces vocabulary retention.

Listening Exercise: Character Interviews



Assign each student a character from the novel and ask them to prepare a short

interview as if they were that character. Students take turns interviewing each

other in pairs, using information from the book to answer questions as their

assigned character. This activity enhances listening skills and encourages creative

thinking.

Roleplay: Escape Plan

In small groups, students create a roleplay scenario where they are characters from

the novel attempting to escape a challenging situation. They must use English

dialogue to communicate their plans, strategies, and obstacles they encounter. This

hands-on exercise promotes critical thinking and language application in real-life

situations.

Reading and Writing: Plot Summary

Ask students to write a brief summary of a specific chapter or section of Kidnapped.

Afterward, have them share their summaries with a partner or in small groups for

discussion. This activity reinforces reading comprehension, writing skills, and

encourages peer interaction for deeper understanding of the text.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a journal entry from the perspective

of one of the characters in Kidnapped. They should reflect on a significant event

from the story and express the character's thoughts and emotions in English. This

assignment reinforces comprehension of the novel's themes and encourages

creative writing skills. Students can also be encouraged to include vocabulary

words from the lesson in their journal entries to further reinforce their

understanding.



Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on Kidnapped: The Adventures of David Balfour,

students have engaged with the novel's themes of adventure, survival, and

resilience. They have expanded their vocabulary, honed their listening and

speaking skills, and delved into the world of storytelling in English.

Reflection

As students reflect on what they've learned, they can consider how the language

and themes from Kidnapped can be applied to their language development. By

immersing themselves in the narrative and participating in various activities, they

have not only improved their English language abilities but also gained insight into

the power of storytelling as a tool for language learning.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging Content

The ESL lesson plan on Kidnapped: The Adventures of David Balfour is an excellent

topic for ESL learning due to its engaging content. The adventurous storyline and

compelling characters capture students' interest, motivating them to participate

actively in language learning activities.

Cultural Exploration



The novel provides a rich cultural exploration of Scotland in the 18th century,

offering students insights into historical contexts and diverse linguistic expressions.

This exposure broadens their understanding of different cultures and enhances their

language acquisition.

Language Development

Kidnapped presents a wide range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and

dialogue, providing ample opportunities for language development. Students can

expand their vocabulary, improve listening skills, and practice speaking through

discussions about the novel's themes and characters.


