
Introduction

The Le Morte D'Arthur ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the captivating world

of King Arthur and his knights, offering a rich tapestry of language and culture to

explore. This lesson plan aims to engage students in an immersive learning

experience, where they can enhance their English language skills while delving into

the legendary tales of chivalry, honor, and adventure. Through this lesson, students

will not only expand their vocabulary and comprehension but also gain insight into

medieval literature and its impact on modern storytelling.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Chivalry The medieval knightly system with its religious, moral, and social code.

Excalibur
The legendary sword of King Arthur, sometimes attributed with magical

powers.

Round

Table

A table around which King Arthur and his knights congregated, symbolizing

equality and unity.

Quest An adventurous expedition undertaken by a knight to achieve a specific goal.

Camelot
The mythical seat of King Arthur's court and the center of the Arthurian

legends.

Contextual Usage



1. The knights followed a strict code of chivalry, emphasizing honor, bravery, and

loyalty.

2. King Arthur drew Excalibur from the stone, proving his rightful claim to the

throne.

3. The Round Table was a symbol of equality among the knights, as no one had

precedence over another.

4. Sir Lancelot embarked on a perilous quest to rescue Queen Guinevere from

captivity.

5. The grandeur of Camelot was renowned throughout the land as a place of

splendor and nobility.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for the Le Morte D'Arthur ESL Lesson Plan, begin with an engaging

warm-up activity. Create a "Knight's Code of Honor" poster with key terms such as

chivalry, loyalty, and bravery. Ask students to brainstorm modern examples of

these values and discuss how they are portrayed in popular culture, such as in

movies or books. This activity not only introduces essential vocabulary but also

encourages students to think critically about the relevance of medieval values in

today's world.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Medieval Word Match

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of medieval-

themed vocabulary cards. Instruct the students to match each word with its

definition. Encourage them to discuss and justify their choices within their groups

before presenting their answers to the class.



Listening Exercise: Arthurian Legends Podcast

Play a podcast or audio recording that narrates an Arthurian legend. After listening,

have students discuss the main characters, plot, and moral lessons conveyed in the

story. This activity promotes listening comprehension and encourages critical

thinking.

Roleplay: Courtly Etiquette Simulation

Assign roles such as King Arthur, Queen Guinevere, and various knights to students.

Have them engage in a roleplay scenario set in King Arthur's court, where they

must use language appropriate for the time period and demonstrate courtly

etiquette. This interactive exercise fosters speaking skills and cultural

understanding.

Reading and Writing: Modernizing a Legend

Provide excerpts from Le Morte D'Arthur and ask students to rewrite a section in

modern language while retaining the original meaning. This activity challenges

students' reading comprehension and writing abilities while encouraging creativity

and interpretation.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with researching and presenting a brief

overview of a different Arthurian legend. They should focus on the characters, plot,

and moral themes of the chosen legend. Additionally, students are encouraged to

write a short creative piece inspired by the legend they researched, incorporating

the vocabulary and cultural elements covered in class. This assignment reinforces

the lesson content while promoting independent research and creative expression.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this Le Morte D'Arthur ESL Lesson Plan, students have delved into the

world of King Arthur and his knights, exploring medieval vocabulary, legends, and

cultural themes. They have engaged in activities that enhance their vocabulary,

listening, speaking, and writing skills while gaining insight into the values of

chivalry and honor.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their newfound vocabulary to

everyday language use. Additionally, they can draw parallels between the medieval

values discussed in class and contemporary ethical principles. This lesson not only

enriches language development but also encourages critical thinking and cultural

awareness.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Le Morte D'Arthur ESL Lesson Plan offers a compelling way for English as a

Second Language (ESL) students to engage with rich language and cultural themes.

The topic provides an immersive experience that enhances vocabulary, listening,

speaking, and writing skills while fostering critical thinking and cultural awareness.

The legendary tales of King Arthur and his knights offer a captivating backdrop for

language learning, making it an excellent choice for ESL students seeking to

expand their language abilities in an engaging and meaningful context.


