
Introduction

The Little Dorrit ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to the classic

novel "Little Dorrit" by Charles Dickens, while also improving their English language

skills. This lesson plan aims to engage students in reading, writing, and vocabulary

activities related to the novel, helping them enhance their language proficiency in

an immersive and enjoyable manner. "Little Dorrit" provides rich content for

language learning, offering a glimpse into Victorian England and addressing themes

that are still relevant today. Through this lesson plan, students can not only improve

their English but also gain insights into literature and history.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Victorian Era
The period of British history during the reign of Queen Victoria, from 1837

to 1901.

Debtor's

Prison
A prison for those who are unable to pay their debts.

Inheritance Property or money passed on to someone after the death of its owner.

Social Class A division of a society based on social and economic status.

Resilience The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.

Contextual Usage



1. The novel is set in the Victorian Era, portraying the societal norms and

challenges of that time.

2. Little Dorrit's father was imprisoned in a debtor's prison due to his inability to

pay off his debts.

3. The story revolves around an unexpected inheritance that changes the

characters' lives.

4. The novel explores the impact of social class on individuals' opportunities and

relationships.

5. Little Dorrit's resilience is evident as she faces numerous hardships with

determination and strength.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Little Dorrit ESL lesson, start with a captivating activity that

transports students to the Victorian Era. Begin by displaying images or short video

clips depicting scenes from the 19th century, such as old London streets, traditional

clothing, or historical landmarks. Encourage students to describe what they see

using adjectives and descriptive language. This activity not only sets the tone for

the lesson but also piques students' curiosity about the time period and themes

they will encounter in "Little Dorrit."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Victorian Era Word

Scramble

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of words

related to the Victorian Era, such as "carriage," "corset," "parlor," etc. Mixed up the

letters of each word and ask the students to unscramble them. Encourage them to

discuss the meanings of the words as they unscramble them.



Listening Activity: Audio Excerpt Analysis

Play an audio excerpt from a film or audiobook set in the Victorian Era. After

listening, have students discuss in pairs what they think is happening in the scene,

what emotions are conveyed, and how it relates to themes in "Little Dorrit."

Roleplay: Social Class Skit

Assign students different social class roles (e.g., aristocrat, merchant, servant) and

have them create a short skit depicting interactions between characters from

different classes. This activity encourages students to use appropriate language

and understand societal dynamics.

Reading and Writing: Character Diary Entry

After reading a chapter from "Little Dorrit," ask students to choose a character and

write a diary entry from their perspective. Encourage them to use descriptive

language and express the character's thoughts and emotions. This activity

promotes comprehension and creative writing skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with researching and writing a short essay on a

specific aspect of the Victorian Era as depicted in "Little Dorrit." They should

explore topics such as social hierarchy, living conditions, or the impact of

industrialization. This assignment reinforces their understanding of the historical

context and themes within the novel while honing their research and writing skills.

Conclusion



Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, students delved into the Victorian Era through the lens of

"Little Dorrit," exploring themes of social class, resilience, and historical context.

They engaged in vocabulary building, listening activities, roleplay, and writing

exercises to deepen their understanding of both language and literature.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their improved language skills to

analyze and appreciate literary works from different time periods. Understanding

the nuances of historical contexts equips them with a broader perspective for

interpreting literature and enhances their overall language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

The Little Dorrit ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and relevant topic for ESL

learning. The novel's exploration of social class, resilience, and historical context

provides students with rich content to engage with and analyze. This not only

enhances their language skills but also encourages critical thinking and cultural

understanding.

Language Development Opportunities

By studying "Little Dorrit," students have the opportunity to expand their

vocabulary, improve reading comprehension, and practice various language skills



such as listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The diverse activities included in

the lesson plan cater to different learning styles and provide ample opportunities

for students to practice using English in meaningful contexts.

Cultural and Historical Insights

The Victorian Era setting of "Little Dorrit" offers a glimpse into a different time

period, allowing students to explore historical events, societal norms, and cultural

aspects of that era. This exposure to different cultures and historical contexts

broadens their knowledge and fosters cross-cultural awareness.

Literature Appreciation

Studying literature like "Little Dorrit" not only improves language skills but also

cultivates a love for reading and appreciation for literary works. Through analyzing

characters, themes, and plot developments, students develop critical thinking skills

while immersing themselves in the world of literature.

Overall, the Little Dorrit ESL Lesson Plan provides an engaging platform for ESL

learners to enhance their language proficiency while exploring important themes in

literature and gaining insights into history and culture.


