
Introduction

The Little House In the Big Woods ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the

classic children's book by Laura Ingalls Wilder, providing an engaging way to

improve English language skills. This lesson plan aims to immerse students in the

story's setting, characters, and themes, while enhancing their vocabulary, reading

comprehension, and writing abilities. By exploring the world of "Little House In the

Big Woods," students can develop a deeper understanding of the English language

in a fun and interactive manner.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Log cabin A small house made of logs, typically in a rural or wilderness setting.

Pioneer A person who is among the first to explore or settle a new country or area.

Hunting The activity of pursuing and killing wild animals for food or sport.

Homestead A house, especially a farmhouse, and outbuildings.

Chores Routine tasks or duties, especially a household ones.

Contextual Usage

1. The family lived in a cozy log cabin nestled in the woods.

2. The pioneers traveled westward in search of new opportunities.



3. The father went hunting for deer to provide food for the family.

4. They built their homestead on a piece of land they had cleared.

5. The children helped with various chores around the house, such as fetching

water and gathering firewood.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Little House In the Big Woods ESL lesson, start with a fun and

interactive activity. Create a "Pioneer Day" where students dress up as pioneers and

engage in various activities such as pretend cooking over a campfire, making

butter, or crafting simple pioneer toys. Encourage them to use vocabulary related

to the lesson, such as "log cabin," "homestead," and "hunting," while participating

in the activities. This hands-on approach will set the tone for the lesson and capture

students' attention by immersing them in the world of "Little House In the Big

Woods."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Pioneer Word Search

Provide students with a word search puzzle containing vocabulary words from the

story, such as "log cabin," "pioneer," "hunting," "homestead," and "chore."

Encourage them to work in pairs to find and circle the words. After completing the

activity, have a group discussion about the meaning of each word and its

significance in the context of the story.

Listening Exercise: Sound Scavenger Hunt

Play various nature sounds related to the setting of "Little House In the Big Woods,"

such as birds chirping, wind blowing through trees, or animals rustling in the forest.



Ask students to identify and match each sound to its source. This activity can be

done in pairs or small groups, followed by a discussion about how these sounds

relate to the characters' experiences in the story.

Roleplay: Pioneer Family Skit

Divide students into small groups and assign each group a specific scene from the

book. Have them create a short skit depicting the daily life of pioneer families

based on their assigned scene. Encourage them to use vocabulary and expressions

from the story while portraying their characters. Afterward, each group can present

their skit to the class, followed by a discussion about the challenges and joys of

pioneer life.

Reading and Writing: Letter to Laura Ingalls

Wilder

Ask students to imagine they are living in the same time period as Laura Ingalls

Wilder and have experienced similar pioneer life. Instruct them to write a letter to

Laura, sharing their own daily routines, challenges, and favorite aspects of pioneer

life. This activity encourages individual reflection while incorporating writing skills

and comprehension of the story's themes.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with researching and writing a short essay on

pioneer life, drawing parallels between the experiences of the characters in "Little

House In the Big Woods" and real-life pioneer history. They should incorporate

vocabulary and concepts learned in class to enrich their essays. Additionally,

students can prepare a short presentation to share their findings with the class in

the next session, promoting further discussion and understanding of the lesson

content.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

In this ESL lesson plan on "Little House In the Big Woods," students delved into the

world of pioneer life, expanding their vocabulary with terms such as "log cabin,"

"pioneer," and "homestead." They engaged in various activities, including a pioneer

word search, a sound scavenger hunt, role-playing pioneer family scenes, and

writing a letter to Laura Ingalls Wilder.

Reflection and Application

Encourage students to reflect on how the lesson enhanced their language skills by

immersing them in a historical context. Prompt them to consider how the new

vocabulary and understanding of pioneer life can be applied to their language

development, both in written and spoken English. This reflection can help students

recognize the practical value of learning within a specific thematic context.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Little House In the Big Woods ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL

learning due to its numerous benefits.

Cultural and Historical Context

By exploring the world of pioneer life, students gain insights into American history

and culture. This topic allows them to understand the challenges and experiences



of early settlers, fostering a deeper appreciation for different time periods and ways

of life.

Vocabulary Expansion

The lesson plan introduces students to a range of vocabulary related to pioneer life,

such as "log cabin," "homestead," and "hunting." This expands their language skills

and equips them with specific terms that can be applied in various contexts.

Reading Comprehension

Engaging with a classic children's book like "Little House In the Big Woods"

improves reading comprehension skills. Students learn to analyze characters,

settings, and plotlines while developing their ability to understand written English.

Critical Thinking and Creativity

Through activities like role-playing pioneer scenes or writing letters to Laura Ingalls

Wilder, students are encouraged to think critically, express themselves creatively,

and apply their language skills in practical ways.

Overall, the Little House In the Big Woods ESL Lesson Plan provides an immersive

and engaging learning experience that combines language development with

cultural understanding, vocabulary expansion, reading comprehension, critical

thinking, and creativity.


