
Introduction

The Malala ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to the inspiring story

of Malala Yousafzai, a young Pakistani activist for female education and the

youngest Nobel Prize laureate. This lesson plan aims to engage students in

discussions about gender equality, education, and human rights while improving

their English language skills. By exploring Malala's story, students can enhance

their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical thinking abilities. This topic

not only provides valuable language practice but also encourages students to

reflect on important global issues, making it a relevant and impactful subject for

ESL learning.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Activist A person who campaigns to bring about political or social change.

Nobel Prize

laureate

A person who has been awarded the Nobel Prize, an international award

given annually in several categories.

Education
The process of receiving or giving systematic instruction, especially at a

school or university.

Equality The state of being equal, especially in status, rights, and opportunities.

Advocate
A person who publicly supports or recommends a particular cause or

policy.

Contextual Usage



1. Malala Yousafzai is known for her activism in promoting girls' education.

2. She became the youngest Nobel Prize laureate for her advocacy of children's

rights to education.

3. Malala's story highlights the importance of equality in access to education for

all children.

4. She continues to advocate for the rights of girls to receive a quality education.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on Malala Yousafzai, start with a thought-provoking question:

"Why is education important to you?" Encourage students to express their thoughts

and opinions, using language elements related to education, equality, and

advocacy. This will set the tone for the lesson and prompt students to think about

the significance of education in their lives and in society.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of vocabulary

cards related to the lesson. Instruct the students to take turns picking a card and

using the word in a sentence related to Malala Yousafzai's story. Encourage group

discussions on the significance of each word in relation to education and advocacy.

Listening Activity: Malala's Speech Analysis

Play a recording of Malala Yousafzai's speech advocating for girls' education.

Provide students with a transcript and ask them to listen actively, taking notes on



key points. Then, facilitate a class discussion on the main ideas and language used

in the speech, encouraging students to express their thoughts and opinions.

Roleplay Activity: Advocacy Skits

Assign pairs of students different scenarios related to advocating for educational

rights. For example, one student can play the role of an activist while the other acts

as a government official. Students will engage in roleplay conversations, using

language elements from the lesson to negotiate and advocate for educational

equality.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter to Malala

Ask students to imagine they are writing a letter to Malala Yousafzai expressing

their thoughts on her advocacy work. Encourage them to use vocabulary from the

lesson and incorporate ideas discussed during the class. This activity promotes

reading comprehension and provides an opportunity for creative writing.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with researching and writing a short essay on

the importance of education in promoting equality and social change. They should

incorporate vocabulary and concepts discussed in the lesson, as well as real-life

examples of individuals advocating for educational rights. This assignment

reinforces the lesson content and encourages students to reflect on the significance

of education in addressing societal issues.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary



Throughout this lesson, we explored the inspiring story of Malala Yousafzai, her

advocacy for girls' education, and the importance of equality in access to learning

opportunities. We delved into relevant vocabulary, analyzed speeches, engaged in

roleplay activities, and practiced writing skills to deepen our understanding of these

crucial topics.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the language elements and themes can

be applied to your language development. Think about how discussing important

global issues in English can enhance your language skills and broaden your

perspective. Embracing such topics not only improves language proficiency but also

fosters critical thinking and empathy, essential qualities for effective

communication.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Malala ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its

relevance, engagement, and language development opportunities.

Relevance

This lesson plan introduces students to a real-life story of a young activist, Malala

Yousafzai, who fought for girls' education and human rights. By exploring this topic,

students can connect with global issues and develop a deeper understanding of the

importance of education and equality.

Engagement



The story of Malala Yousafzai is captivating and inspiring, capturing students'

attention and sparking their curiosity. Engaging in discussions about her advocacy

work encourages active participation and critical thinking skills.

Language Development

The Malala ESL Lesson Plan provides ample opportunities for vocabulary building,

listening comprehension, roleplay activities, and reading and writing exercises.

Students can enhance their language skills while discussing important themes such

as education, equality, activism, and social change.

By incorporating the Malala ESL Lesson Plan into their language learning journey,

students not only improve their English proficiency but also gain valuable insights

into global issues and develop empathy towards others.


