
Introduction

The Migrants ESL Lesson Plan is designed to help students understand and discuss

the topic of migration, a subject that is not only relevant but also important in

today's global context. This lesson plan aims to provide students with the

vocabulary and language skills necessary to engage in meaningful conversations

about migration, as well as to develop empathy and understanding for migrants. By

exploring this topic, students can gain a deeper understanding of the challenges

and experiences of migrants, while also improving their language proficiency.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Migrant
A person who moves from one place to another, especially in order to find

work or better living conditions.

Refugee
A person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war,

persecution, or natural disaster.

Asylum
Protection given by a government to someone who has left their own country

in order to escape war or persecution.

Immigration The action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country.

Integration The process of combining and becoming part of a different society or culture.

Contextual Usage



1. The migrant workers moved to the city in search of better job opportunities.

2. The refugee camp provided shelter and support for those fleeing the conflict.

3. She sought asylum in the neighboring country after facing persecution in her

homeland.

4. Immigration policies vary from country to country.

5. The government is working on programs to promote the integration of

immigrants into society.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Migrants ESL Lesson Plan, start with a warm-up activity that

encourages students to think about the concept of migration. Begin by displaying

images or short video clips depicting different types of migration, such as rural to

urban migration, international migration, or refugee movements. Ask students to

describe what they see in the images or videos and discuss their thoughts on why

people might choose to migrate. This activity not only captures students' attention

but also introduces them to the topic of migration and prompts them to start

thinking about the reasons behind it.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association

To reinforce the vocabulary related to migration, divide the class into small groups

and provide each group with a set of vocabulary cards related to migration (e.g.,

migrant, refugee, asylum, immigration, integration). Instruct the students to take

turns picking a card and using it in a sentence that describes a situation related to

migration. Encourage group discussions to ensure comprehension and correct

usage of the vocabulary.



Listening Activity: Real Stories

Play audio clips or show short videos featuring real stories of migrants or refugees.

Afterward, initiate a class discussion about the challenges faced by migrants and

refugees. Encourage students to share their thoughts on what they heard and

express their opinions on how different societies can support migrants and

refugees.

Roleplay Activity: Immigration Interview

Divide the class into pairs and assign each pair a roleplay scenario where one

student acts as an immigration officer conducting an interview with an immigrant or

refugee (played by the other student). Provide a list of questions related to reasons

for migration, personal background, and integration plans. After the roleplays,

facilitate a class discussion about the challenges faced by immigrants during such

interviews.

Reading and Writing Activity: Personal

Reflections

Assign students to read short personal accounts or articles written by migrants or

refugees. Then, ask them to write a reflection on what they have learned from

these stories and how it has impacted their understanding of migration. Encourage

students to share their reflections with the class for further discussion.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with conducting a short interview with a family

member or friend who has migrated to a different place. They should prepare

questions related to the reasons for migration, the challenges faced, and the

process of integration into the new community. Students are then required to write

a summary of the interview, highlighting key points discussed and their reflections



on what they have learned from the interviewee's experiences. This assignment

reinforces the lesson content by providing students with an opportunity to engage

with real-life migration stories and reflect on the impact of migration on individuals

and communities.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have explored the topic of migration, learning key

vocabulary related to migrants and refugees, engaging in discussions about real-life

migration experiences, and reflecting on the challenges faced by migrants. They

have also practiced language skills through various activities such as roleplays,

listening exercises, and writing reflections.

Reflection

As students reflect on what they have learned, they are encouraged to consider

how their improved understanding of migration and the associated vocabulary can

be applied to their language development. By engaging with real stories and

participating in activities that require them to use the newly acquired vocabulary in

context, students can enhance their language proficiency while gaining empathy

and understanding for migrants and refugees.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Migrants ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to several

reasons:



Cultural Awareness

Exploring the topic of migration allows students to develop cultural awareness and

understanding of different societies and their challenges. By learning about the

experiences of migrants and refugees, students can broaden their perspectives and

foster empathy towards individuals from diverse backgrounds.

Real-Life Relevance

Migration is a prevalent global issue, making it highly relevant to students' lives.

Engaging with this topic helps students connect their language learning to real-life

situations, enabling them to communicate effectively in multicultural environments.

Vocabulary Expansion

The Migrants ESL Lesson Plan provides an opportunity for students to expand their

vocabulary related to migration, including terms such as migrant, refugee, asylum,

immigration, and integration. This vocabulary enrichment enhances their language

skills and equips them with the necessary tools for expressing themselves on this

important subject.

Language Skills Development

Through various activities like roleplays, listening exercises, and writing reflections,

students can practice all four language skills: reading, writing, listening, and

speaking. These activities promote active engagement and reinforce language

acquisition in a meaningful context.

Overall, the Migrants ESL Lesson Plan offers a comprehensive approach to language

learning by combining cultural awareness, real-life relevance, vocabulary

expansion, and skill development. It empowers students to become effective

communicators while fostering understanding and empathy towards migrants and

refugees in our global society.


