Introduction

The My Side of the Mountain ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic
novel by Jean Craighead George, offering a rich learning experience that combines
language development with exploration and adventure. This lesson plan aims to
engage students in reading, writing, and vocabulary activities while immersing
them in the captivating story of a young boy's journey into the wilderness. By
delving into this literary work, students can enhance their language skills, critical
thinking abilities, and cultural awareness. The lesson plan provides an opportunity
for students to expand their vocabulary, improve reading comprehension, and
foster a deeper appreciation for nature and self-sufficiency.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab Definition
Wilderness An uncultivated, uninhabited, and inhospitable region.
. The state or fact of continuing to live or exist, typically in spite of an
Survival . e .
accident, ordeal, or difficult circumstances.
Forage To search widely for food or provisions.
Shelter A place giving temporary protection from bad weather or danger.

Resourcefulness The ability to find quick and clever ways to overcome difficulties.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the My Side of the Mountain ESL lesson, start with an engaging activity
that sets the tone for adventure and exploration. Have students imagine
themselves stranded in the wilderness and ask them to brainstorm a list of
essential items they would need to survive. Encourage them to use vocabulary



related to nature, survival, and self-sufficiency. This activity not only captures
students' attention but also introduces key thematic elements of the lesson while
activating their prior knowledge.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Nature Scavenger
Hunt

Take the students on a nature walk around the school grounds or nearby park.
Provide them with a list of items to find, such as different types of leaves, rocks, or
animal tracks. Encourage them to use descriptive vocabulary to discuss what they
find. After the scavenger hunt, regroup and have a discussion about their
discoveries.

Reading and Writing Activity: Character
Analysis

Assign each student a character from the novel and have them write a short
paragraph describing the character's personality traits, motivations, and actions.
Then, facilitate a group discussion where students can share their findings and
compare different characters.

Listening Comprehension Activity: Wilderness
Soundscape

Play recordings of various wilderness sounds such as birds chirping, water flowing,
or wind rustling through trees. Ask students to close their eyes and listen carefully,
then describe what they hear using adjectives and sensory language. This activity



can be followed by a group discussion about the importance of these sounds in
nature.

Roleplay Activity: Survival Scenario

Divide the class into small groups and present them with a survival scenario
inspired by the novel. Each group must discuss and decide on the essential items
they would bring for survival in that situation. Encourage them to use vocabulary
related to survival and problem-solving while justifying their choices. Afterward,
groups can present their decisions to the class for further discussion.

ESL Homework Assignment

Ask students to keep a nature journal for one week, documenting their observations
of the natural world around them. They can write about plants, animals, weather
patterns, or any other aspects of nature they encounter. Encourage them to use
descriptive language and vocabulary related to the wilderness. Additionally,
students can include sketches or photographs to complement their written entries.
This assignment reinforces the lesson's focus on nature and self-sufficiency while
providing an opportunity for students to continue practicing their language skills
outside the classroom.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this My Side of the Mountain ESL lesson plan, students have explored
vocabulary related to nature and survival, engaged in reading and writing activities
centered around character analysis, honed their listening comprehension through



wilderness soundscape exercises, and practiced problem-solving and language
skills in a survival roleplay scenario.

Reflection and Application

Encourage students to reflect on how the themes of self-sufficiency, nature, and
survival in the novel can be applied to their language development. Prompt them to
consider how the vocabulary and language elements they've encountered can be
used in everyday communication and writing. Encourage them to think about the
importance of descriptive language when discussing nature or telling stories.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

The My Side of the Mountain ESL Lesson Plan offers engaging content that is
relevant to students' lives. The themes of nature, survival, and self-sufficiency
resonate with learners of all ages and backgrounds, making the lesson plan
relatable and captivating.

Language Enrichment

This topic provides ample opportunities for vocabulary expansion, reading
comprehension, and language practice. Students can explore descriptive language
related to nature, engage in character analysis, and participate in roleplay
scenarios that enhance their language skills.

Cultural Awareness



By delving into the novel's themes, students gain insights into different cultures
and ways of life. The story's focus on living in harmony with nature encourages

students to appreciate diverse perspectives and understand the importance of

environmental conservation.



