
Introduction

The Of Mice and Men Lesson Plans are designed to introduce ESL students to the

classic novella by John Steinbeck. This lesson plan aims to engage students in

exploring the themes, characters, and language used in the book, while also

improving their English language skills. Through this lesson, students will have the

opportunity to enhance their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical

thinking abilities. Of Mice and Men provides a rich literary landscape for ESL

learners to delve into, offering a compelling storyline that can captivate students

while expanding their language proficiency.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Depression A period of low economic activity and high unemployment

Ranch
A large farm, especially in the western US and Canada, where cattle or other

animals are bred

Loneliness The state of being alone and feeling isolated

Dreams Hopes, aspirations, or goals for the future

Friendship A close relationship between two people based on mutual affection and trust

Contextual Usage

1. The novel is set during the Great Depression, a time of widespread poverty and



unemployment.

2. The characters work on a ranch in California, where they face various

challenges.

3. Loneliness is a recurring theme in the story, as many characters struggle with

isolation.

4. Dreams play a significant role in the lives of the characters, driving their actions

and decisions.

5. The bond of friendship between George and Lennie is central to the narrative,

showcasing loyalty and companionship in difficult circumstances.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Of Mice and Men lesson, start with a role-play activity where students

take on the roles of different characters from the novella. Assign each student a

character and have them introduce themselves to the class using language and

expressions relevant to the story's setting. This will not only set the tone for the

lesson but also immerse students in the world of Of Mice and Men, making the

characters and their experiences more relatable. It's a fun way to get students

engaged while incorporating key language elements from the book.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Collage

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of vocabulary

words from the novella. Instruct them to create a word collage using the words,

along with related images or symbols, to visually represent the meaning of each

word. Encourage students to discuss and explain their choices within their groups,

promoting both vocabulary retention and collaborative learning.

Listening Exercise: Character Monologues



Assign each student a character from the story and ask them to write a monologue

expressing their character's thoughts and feelings about a specific event in the

book. After writing, students take turns performing their monologues while the rest

of the class listens attentively. This activity enhances listening skills while also

delving deeper into character analysis and comprehension.

Roleplay: Exploring Relationships

In pairs, students role-play pivotal scenes from the novella, focusing on the

dynamics between characters. This hands-on exercise allows students to embody

the characters' emotions and motivations, fostering a deeper understanding of

relationships within the story. Afterward, encourage discussions about how these

interactions shape the narrative.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing Activity

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters and write a letter to

another character in the story. The letter should reflect their character's perspective

on key events and themes. This activity not only hones writing skills but also

encourages critical thinking as students delve into the minds of the characters they

are portraying.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short reflective essay on the

themes of loneliness and friendship as depicted in Of Mice and Men. They should

provide examples from the text to support their reflections and consider how these

themes relate to their own experiences. This assignment reinforces the lesson

content by encouraging students to engage critically with the themes while

practicing their writing skills.



Conclusion

Summary

In conclusion, the Of Mice and Men lesson plans have provided students with an in-

depth exploration of the themes, characters, and language found in John

Steinbeck's classic novella. Through various activities such as vocabulary building,

role-play, and writing exercises, students have delved into the world of the story

while enhancing their English language skills.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how their understanding of

complex themes like loneliness and friendship has evolved. They can also

contemplate how the language elements and literary techniques used in Of Mice

and Men contribute to their language development, providing them with valuable

insights into storytelling and communication.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

Of Mice and Men Lesson Plans offer ESL learners a captivating and relevant topic to

explore. The story's themes of friendship, dreams, loneliness, and the challenges of

the Great Depression resonate with students, making it easier for them to connect

with the material and engage in meaningful discussions.



Language Development Opportunities

The novella provides ample opportunities for vocabulary building, as students

encounter new words and expressions within the context of the story. Additionally,

through activities such as role-play and writing exercises, students can practice

their language skills in a creative and interactive way.

Cultural Understanding

Studying Of Mice and Men exposes ESL learners to American literature and culture.

By exploring the characters' experiences in 1930s California, students gain insights

into historical events and societal issues, broadening their understanding of

different cultures and perspectives.

Critical Thinking Skills

Analyzing the complex themes and character motivations in Of Mice and Men

encourages ESL learners to think critically. They are prompted to make connections

between the text and their own experiences, fostering deeper comprehension skills

while developing their ability to express opinions and support arguments.

Overall, Of Mice and Men Lesson Plans provide a rich learning experience that

combines language development with cultural understanding, critical thinking skills,

and engagement with compelling storytelling.


