Introduction

Online dating has become a prevalent aspect of modern relationships, making it an
essential topic for ESL learners to navigate. This ESL lesson plan aims to equip
students with the language skills and cultural understanding necessary to engage
in conversations about online dating. In today's digital age, being able to discuss
this topic is not only relevant but also practical for students who may encounter it
in real-life situations. By delving into the world of online dating, students can
expand their vocabulary, improve their conversational skills, and gain insights into
different cultural perspectives on relationships and technology.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Profile A description or representation of oneself, often on a dating app or website.
Swipe To move one's finger across a touchscreen to indicate interest or disinterest in a

person's profile on a dating app.

Match When two people express mutual interest in each other on a dating app, leading
to the possibility of communication.
Chatting Engaging in conversation with someone through messaging on a dating platform.

The act of suddenly ceasing all communication with someone without

Ghosting explanation, especially in the context of online dating.

Contextual Usage



1. She updated her profile with recent photos and a witty bio to attract more
matches.

2. After swiping left on several profiles, he finally found a match that caught his
attention.

3. They started chatting online and discovered they had many common interests.
4. He felt disappointed after experiencing ghosting from someone he was
interested in.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on online dating, start with a fun and interactive activity.
Prepare a set of dating profile mock-ups with different interests, hobbies, and
personalities. Divide the class into small groups and distribute the profiles. Instruct
each group to create a fictional conversation between two people based on the
profiles they received. Encourage them to use vocabulary related to online dating
such as "swipe," "match," and "chatting" in their conversations. This activity will not
only capture students' attention but also set the tone for discussing online dating in
a lighthearted and engaging manner.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Match the Term

Divide the class into pairs and provide each pair with a set of vocabulary cards
related to online dating. The cards should include terms such as "profile," "swipe,"
"match," "chatting," and "ghosting." Instruct the students to match each term with
its corresponding definition. Encourage them to discuss and justify their choices,
promoting active engagement and understanding of the vocabulary.

Listening Exercise: Real-life Conversations



Play recordings of real conversations from online dating platforms or apps. After
listening, have students discuss the language used, expressions, and tone in the
conversations. Encourage them to identify key phrases related to online dating and
share their interpretations with the class. This activity will enhance listening skills
while exposing students to authentic language used in online dating scenarios.

Roleplay Activity: Creating Dating Profiles

In small groups, ask students to create fictional dating profiles for themselves or
assigned personas. They should include details such as interests, hobbies, and
personal descriptions. After creating the profiles, have them engage in roleplay
conversations where they interact with each other based on their profiles. This
hands-on exercise will allow students to apply vocabulary in a practical context
while fostering creativity and communication skills.

Reading and Writing Task: Online Dating
Etiquette

Provide students with an article or blog post discussing online dating etiquette and
safety tips. After reading, facilitate a group discussion on the dos and don'ts of
online dating. Then, ask students to write a short paragraph reflecting on what
they've learned from the reading and how they can apply it to their own online
interactions. This activity promotes critical thinking, reading comprehension, and
writing skills while addressing important social aspects of online dating.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, ask students to conduct a brief online research on the cultural
differences and norms related to online dating in different countries. They should
choose at least two countries and compare the typical online dating practices,
etiquette, and popular platforms used. Encourage them to present their findings in
the next class through a short presentation or a written report. This assignment



reinforces the lesson content by broadening students' understanding of how online
dating varies across cultures and encourages independent research and critical
thinking.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have explored essential vocabulary related to
online dating, engaged in listening activities, participated in roleplay scenarios, and
discussed the cultural aspects of online dating. They have also learned about online
dating etiquette and safety measures.

Reflection and Application

Encourage students to reflect on how the language skills and cultural insights
gained from this lesson can be applied in real-life situations. Prompt them to
consider how understanding online dating vocabulary and norms can enhance their
communication skills and broaden their cultural awareness, thus contributing to
their overall language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Online Dating ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it
directly relates to modern communication. It provides students with practical
language skills and cultural insights that are relevant in today's digital age. By
engaging with this topic, students can enhance their conversational abilities and
gain a better understanding of contemporary social interactions, making it a
valuable addition to their language development.



