Introduction

The Paper Towns ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the popular young adult
novel "Paper Towns" by John Green. This lesson plan aims to engage students in
language learning through the exploration of themes, characters, and vocabulary
from the book. By delving into the story of Quentin and Margo, students will have
the opportunity to enhance their English language skills while also gaining insights
into teenage life and relationships. The lesson plan encourages critical thinking,
reading comprehension, and language development in an engaging and relatable
context.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

The transitional period between childhood and adulthood, typically

Adolescence .\, 5 terized by physical and psychological changes.

The qualities, beliefs, personality, looks, and/or expressions that make a

Identity person or group.

An exciting or unusual experience; it may also be a bold, usually risky
Adventure undertaking with an uncertain outcome.
Mystery Something that is difficult or impossible to understand or explain; an enigma.

Friendship A relationship of mutual affection between people.

Contextual Usage



1. The novel explores the challenges of adolescence through the eyes of the main
characters.

2. Margo's quest for identity leads to a series of adventures that captivate the
reader.

3. Quentin and his friends embark on a mystery-solving journey to find Margo.

4. The novel beautifully portrays the complexities of friendship and its impact on
the characters' lives.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start with a "Mystery Word" activity. Write down words related
to the themes of the novel, such as "adventure," "friendship," or "mystery," on
separate pieces of paper and distribute them to the students. Each student should
keep their word a secret and then describe it to the class without saying the word
itself. The rest of the class can guess what word is being described. This activity not
only introduces key vocabulary but also sets the tone for the themes that will be
explored in the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Traits

In this activity, students will identify and discuss character traits exhibited by the
main characters in "Paper Towns." Divide the class into small groups and assign
each group a character from the novel. Provide a list of character traits (e.g.,
adventurous, mysterious, loyal) and ask each group to discuss and identify the
traits that best describe their assigned character. Encourage them to provide
evidence from the book to support their choices. Afterward, each group can present
their findings to the class, fostering group discussions and critical thinking.



Listening Activity: Podcast Discussion

For this activity, students will listen to a podcast episode related to themes or topics
from "Paper Towns." After listening, they will engage in pair discussions about what
they learned from the podcast and how it connects to the novel. This activity not
only enhances listening skills but also encourages students to express their
opinions and engage in meaningful conversations with their peers.

Roleplay Activity: Character Interactions

Assign each student a character from the novel and have them create a dialogue or
roleplay scenario based on an interaction between their character and another
character. This hands-on exercise allows students to delve deeper into the
personalities of the characters while practicing conversational English in a creative
way. After preparing their dialogues, students can perform them in pairs or small
groups.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters from "Paper Towns"
and write a letter expressing their thoughts and emotions about a significant event
in the story. This activity encourages creative writing while also reinforcing reading
comprehension as students reflect on the characters' perspectives. After
completing their letters, students can share and discuss them in pairs or small
groups.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short story or reflective essay
inspired by the themes and characters in "Paper Towns." They should incorporate at
least five new vocabulary words learned during the lesson and focus on developing
a narrative that reflects their understanding of the novel's concepts. This



assignment reinforces vocabulary retention, creative writing skills, and critical
thinking while allowing students to express their own interpretations of the
material.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have explored the themes of adolescence,
identity, adventure, mystery, and friendship through the lens of "Paper Towns."
They have engaged in various activities that have deepened their understanding of
the novel while enhancing their language skills.

Reflection

As students reflect on what they have learned, they can consider how the
vocabulary and themes from "Paper Towns" can be applied to their language
development. By delving into the complexities of character traits and interpersonal
relationships, students have not only expanded their English vocabulary but also
honed their critical thinking and communication abilities. This lesson encourages
them to apply these skills to real-life situations and further develop their language
proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Relevance to Everyday Life



The "Paper Towns" ESL Lesson Plan offers a relevant and engaging topic for ESL
learning as it delves into the universal themes of adolescence, identity, and
relationships. These themes resonate with students as they navigate their own
experiences, making the lesson relatable and meaningful.

Language Enrichment

By exploring the vocabulary and language elements within the context of "Paper
Towns," students have the opportunity to expand their English language skills in a
way that is both practical and enjoyable. The lesson plan encourages vocabulary
building, critical thinking, and communication through discussions and activities
related to the novel.

Cultural Understanding

The novel provides insights into American teenage culture, allowing ESL students to
gain a deeper understanding of societal norms, behaviors, and interactions. This
exposure to cultural nuances enriches their language learning experience by
broadening their cultural awareness and comprehension of diverse perspectives.



