
Introduction

The Ratatouille ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in learning English

through the popular animated movie "Ratatouille." This lesson plan aims to improve

students' language skills by incorporating vocabulary, listening, and reading

activities related to the movie. By using a familiar and beloved story, students can

enhance their language proficiency while enjoying the learning process. The theme

of cooking and food in Ratatouille provides an excellent opportunity for ESL learners

to expand their vocabulary and practice language skills in a fun and interactive way.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Ratatouille A traditional French Provençal stewed vegetable dish originating in Nice.

Cuisine
A style or method of cooking, especially as characteristic of a particular

country, region, or establishment.

Gourmet A connoisseur of good food; a person with a discerning palate.

Chef A professional cook, typically the chief cook in a restaurant or hotel.

Recipe
A set of instructions for preparing a particular dish, including a list of the

ingredients required.

Contextual Usage

1. The movie Ratatouille showcases the protagonist's journey to become a



renowned chef and master the art of creating exquisite dishes.

2. The film beautifully portrays the rich French cuisine and culinary traditions,

offering an immersive experience for viewers.

3. Linguini's transformation from an inexperienced kitchen worker to a gourmet

chef is one of the central themes in Ratatouille.

4. Throughout the movie, viewers are introduced to various recipes and cooking

techniques that are integral to the plot.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Ratatouille ESL Lesson Plan, start with an engaging warm-up activity

that involves describing different types of cuisine and food-related vocabulary.

Begin by showing images of various international dishes and asking students to

identify them in English. Encourage them to use descriptive adjectives to express

their opinions about the dishes, such as "delicious," "spicy," or "aromatic." This

activity sets the tone for the lesson by immersing students in the world of culinary

delights and preparing them for the vocabulary and language elements they will

encounter throughout the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: "Culinary Word Match"

To reinforce vocabulary, create a matching game where students pair culinary

terms with their definitions. Divide the class into small groups and provide each

group with a set of word cards and definition cards related to cooking terminologies

from the movie. Encourage students to discuss and collaborate to match the correct

terms with their meanings. This activity promotes teamwork and reinforces

vocabulary retention.

Listening Exercise: "Cooking Show Dialogue"



Play a short clip from a cooking show or a scene from Ratatouille where characters

are discussing recipes or cooking techniques. After playing the clip, have students

work in pairs to recreate the dialogue they heard. This exercise enhances listening

skills and encourages students to pay attention to details in spoken language.

Roleplay Activity: "Restaurant Scene Roleplay"

Assign roles from Ratatouille, such as chefs, waiters, or food critics, to different

student groups. Have them create and act out a restaurant scene using English

dialogue based on their assigned roles. This interactive roleplay activity allows

students to practice conversational English in a restaurant setting while embodying

characters from the movie.

Reading and Writing Task: "Recipe Creation"

Ask students to imagine they are creating a new dish for the menu at Gusteau's

restaurant (from Ratatouille). In pairs or small groups, have them write a detailed

recipe for their original dish using appropriate culinary vocabulary learned during

the lesson. Encourage creativity and collaboration as they craft their recipes,

followed by sharing and discussing their creations with the class.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can choose one of the following tasks to reinforce the

lesson content:

1. Task: "Culinary Vocabulary Journal"

Ask students to maintain a journal for a week, noting down any culinary-related

words or phrases they encounter in their daily lives. They should then research and

write the definitions of these terms in English, along with a short sentence using

each word.

2. Task: "Movie Review"

Request students to watch the movie Ratatouille at home (if possible) and write a



short review in English. Encourage them to include their favorite scenes,

characters, and any new culinary vocabulary they learned from the movie.

These homework assignments provide opportunities for students to continue

engaging with the lesson content outside the classroom and further develop their

language skills related to the Ratatouille ESL Lesson Plan.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout the Ratatouille ESL Lesson Plan, students delved into the world of

culinary vocabulary, engaged in listening exercises related to cooking dialogues,

participated in roleplay activities set in a restaurant environment, and honed their

writing skills by creating original recipes. These activities not only expanded their

English language proficiency but also fostered a deeper understanding of the

culinary theme portrayed in the movie.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their newfound vocabulary and

language skills to real-life scenarios involving food and cooking. Understanding

culinary terms and being able to engage in conversations about cuisine not only

enhances their language development but also broadens their cultural knowledge.

Additionally, the ability to recreate dialogues from the movie and write original

recipes empowers students to express themselves creatively in English. This lesson

serves as a bridge between language learning and practical application,

encouraging students to embrace English within the context of culinary arts.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning



The Ratatouille ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to several

reasons:

Engaging and Familiar

Using a popular animated movie like Ratatouille as the basis for the lesson plan

captures students' attention and makes the learning experience enjoyable. The

familiarity of the movie allows students to connect with the content and facilitates

their engagement in language activities.

Cultural Exploration

Ratatouille provides a window into French culture, particularly its culinary traditions.

Exploring this topic allows ESL learners to broaden their cultural knowledge and

gain insights into different cuisines, cooking techniques, and dining customs.

Vocabulary Expansion

The theme of cooking and food in Ratatouille offers ample opportunities for

vocabulary expansion. Students can learn new culinary terms, descriptive

adjectives for food, cooking verbs, and expressions related to dining experiences.

This vocabulary enrichment enhances their language skills and equips them with

practical language for real-life situations.

Language Skills Integration

The Ratatouille ESL Lesson Plan incorporates various language skills such as

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students engage in listening exercises to

improve their comprehension of spoken English, participate in roleplays to practice

conversational skills, read recipes to enhance reading comprehension, and write

their own recipes to develop writing proficiency.



By integrating these elements into the lesson plan, students have a well-rounded

language learning experience that is both engaging and relevant to their everyday

lives.


