Introduction

The Tears of a Tiger Lesson Plans are designed to engage ESL students in exploring
the themes and characters of the novel "Tears of a Tiger" by Sharon M. Draper. This
lesson plan aims to improve students' language skills through interactive activities
that encourage critical thinking, vocabulary expansion, and language application.
The novel's compelling narrative provides an excellent opportunity for ESL learners
to enhance their language proficiency while delving into thought-provoking topics
such as friendship, grief, and personal responsibility. Through this lesson plan,
students will not only develop their language abilities but also gain valuable
insights into human experiences and emotions.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Grief Deep sorrow, especially caused by someone's death.

The state or fact of having a duty to deal with something or of having
control over someone.

Responsibility
Friendship The emotions or conduct of friends; the state of being friends.
Tragedy An event causing great suffering, destruction, and distress.

A feeling of sadness, repentance, or disappointment over something that

Regret has happened or been done.

Contextual Usage



1. The novel explores the theme of grief through the protagonist's struggle to cope
with the loss of his friend.

2. The characters in the story grapple with their sense of responsibility towards
each other in the aftermath of a tragic event.

3. The deep bond of friendship between the main characters is evident throughout
the narrative.

4. The novel delves into the tragedy that unfolds and its impact on the characters'
lives.

5. The characters express profound regret over past decisions and their
consequences.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on "Tears of a Tiger," start with a captivating activity that sets
the tone for the emotional depth of the novel. Begin by displaying images related to
the themes in the book, such as friendship, grief, and personal responsibility. Ask
students to describe what they see and how it makes them feel, encouraging them
to use descriptive language. This will not only engage students visually but also
prompt them to express their thoughts and emotions, laying the groundwork for
exploring similar themes within the novel.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Collage

In this activity, provide students with a list of key vocabulary words from the novel.
In groups, ask them to create a word collage using magazines or printed images
that represent the meanings of the words. Encourage them to discuss their choices
and explain how each image relates to the vocabulary word.



Listening Activity: Character Soundtrack

Assign each group a character from the novel. Instruct them to create a soundtrack
that represents the emotions, experiences, and personality of their assigned
character. They should select songs and present them to the class, explaining why
each song reflects their character's journey.

Roleplay Activity: Therapy Session

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific scene from the
book involving emotional turmoil. Ask them to roleplay a therapy session where one
character seeks guidance from a counselor or therapist. This activity encourages
students to delve into the characters' emotions and thought processes.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter Exchange

Pair up students and have them imagine they are characters from the novel
exchanging letters with each other. Each student should write a letter in response
to their partner's character, expressing thoughts, feelings, and advice based on the
events in the book. This activity promotes empathy and understanding of different
perspectives within the story.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a reflective journal entry from the
perspective of one of the characters in "Tears of a Tiger." They should explore the
character's emotions, thoughts, and experiences based on the events in the novel.
Encourage them to use descriptive language and delve into the character's inner
turmoil. This assignment reinforces their understanding of the characters and
themes while honing their writing skills.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout the Tears of a Tiger Lesson Plans, students engaged with the novel's
themes of friendship, grief, and personal responsibility. They explored vocabulary
related to these themes and participated in activities that deepened their
understanding of the characters and their emotional journeys.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their improved vocabulary and
language skills to express emotions, describe relationships, and analyze characters
in various contexts. Understanding the complexities of human emotions through
literature enhances their language development by providing them with a broader
range of expression and comprehension.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

The Tears of a Tiger Lesson Plans provide ESL learners with engaging and relevant
content that captures their interest. The novel's compelling narrative, centered
around friendship, grief, and personal responsibility, resonates with students and
encourages them to actively participate in the learning process.

Language Development Opportunities



By exploring the vocabulary and language elements within Tears of a Tiger, ESL
students have the opportunity to expand their language skills. They can enhance
their vocabulary through contextually rich terms and expressions, while also
improving their reading, writing, listening, and speaking abilities through various
activities related to the novel.

Cultural Understanding

Tears of a Tiger offers insights into diverse cultural experiences and perspectives.
Through the characters' journeys, students gain a deeper understanding of different
cultures and develop empathy towards others. This exposure to diverse
perspectives fosters cultural sensitivity and promotes global awareness among ESL
learners.

Emotional Engagement

The emotional depth of Tears of a Tiger allows ESL students to connect with the
characters on a personal level. This emotional engagement not only enhances their
language development but also encourages self-reflection and critical thinking skills
as they analyze complex themes and character motivations.

Overall, Tears of a Tiger Lesson Plans provide an enriching learning experience for
ESL students by combining engaging content, language development opportunities,
cultural understanding, and emotional engagement.



