Introduction

The Appeal ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to the concept of
persuasion and argumentation in English. This lesson plan aims to help students
understand the techniques used to appeal to an audience's emotions, logic, and
credibility. By exploring this topic, students will develop their language skills while
also gaining valuable insight into how language can be used effectively in real-life
situations such as debates, presentations, and persuasive writing. Understanding
the appeal is crucial for ESL learners as it equips them with the tools to express
their opinions convincingly and engage in meaningful discussions in English.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

The action or process of persuading someone to do something through

Persuasion )
reasoning or argument.

A natural instinctive state of mind deriving from one's circumstances, mood, or
relationships with others.

Emotion
Logic Reasoning conducted or assessed according to strict principles of validity.
Credibility The quality of being trusted and believed in.

A formal discussion on a particular topic in a public meeting or legislative

Debate assembly, in which opposing arguments are put forward.

Contextual Usage



1. The politician used persuasive language to convince the audience to support his
campaign.

2. Her emotional appeal resonated with the audience, evoking empathy and
understanding.

3. The speaker presented a logical argument supported by evidence and facts.

4. The credibility of the source was questioned due to conflicting information.

5. The debate centered around environmental policies and their impact on society.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on persuasion and argumentation, start with a fun activity
called "Persuasion in Action." Divide the class into small groups and provide each
group with a controversial statement or topic related to current events or common
debates. For example, "Should homework be banned?" Each group will have a few
minutes to come up with arguments to support their stance on the given topic.
Encourage them to use emotional appeal, logical reasoning, and credible sources to
strengthen their arguments. After the discussion, each group will present their
points to the class, and the rest of the students can vote on which argument was
most persuasive. This activity not only sets the tone for the lesson but also gets
students actively involved in using persuasive language from the start.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Persuasive Language
Scavenger Hunt

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of persuasive
language elements such as emotional appeal, logical reasoning, and credible
sources. Instruct the students to find examples of these elements in real-life
situations, such as advertisements, speeches, or articles. Each group will then



present their findings to the class, explaining how the identified language elements
were used to persuade the audience.

Listening Activity: Analyzing Persuasive
Speeches

Select a few persuasive speeches or talks by well-known speakers and play them
for the class. After each speech, facilitate a discussion on the language techniques
used by the speaker to appeal to the audience. Encourage students to identify
specific examples of emotional appeal, logical reasoning, and credibility in the
speeches.

Roleplay Activity: The Great Debate

Organize a debate on a relevant topic and assign students to different positions (for
or against). Encourage them to use persuasive language and argumentation
techniques learned in the lesson. After the debate, hold a reflection session where
students discuss which arguments were most convincing and why.

Reading and Writing Activity: Crafting
Persuasive Essays

Provide students with a prompt for a persuasive essay on a thought-provoking
topic. Guide them through the process of outlining their arguments using emotional
appeal, logical reasoning, and credible sources. After writing their essays,
encourage peer review sessions where students can provide feedback on each
other's use of persuasive language.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with analyzing a persuasive piece of their



choice, such as an advertisement, editorial, or speech. They should identify and
highlight instances of emotional appeal, logical reasoning, and credibility within the
chosen piece. Additionally, students are required to write a short reflection on how
the language elements used in the persuasive piece influenced their perception of
the message. This assignment reinforces the lesson content by allowing students to
apply their understanding of persuasive language in real-world contexts.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout the lesson, students have explored the concept of persuasion and
argumentation, delving into the language elements of emotional appeal, logical
reasoning, and credibility. They have learned how these elements are used to
influence opinions and engage in meaningful discussions.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how understanding persuasive
language can enhance their language development. By recognizing and utilizing
these language elements, students can become more effective communicators,
whether in debates, presentations, or written compositions. Understanding the
appeal equips them with valuable skills for expressing their thoughts convincingly
and engaging in constructive dialogue.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhancing Language Skills



The Appeal ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it provides
students with the opportunity to enhance their language skills in a practical and
engaging manner. By understanding persuasive language elements such as
emotional appeal, logical reasoning, and credibility, students can improve their
vocabulary, comprehension, and communication abilities.

Real-World Application

This topic is beneficial for ESL learners as it offers insights into real-world scenarios
where persuasive language is used, such as debates, presentations, and everyday
conversations. By learning how to recognize and utilize persuasive language
effectively, students can apply these skills to express their thoughts convincingly
and participate actively in English-speaking environments.



