Introduction

The Berenstain Bears and the Spooky Old Tree ESL Lesson Plan introduces young
learners to essential English language skills through the beloved children's book
"The Berenstain Bears and the Spooky Old Tree." This lesson plan aims to engage
students in vocabulary building, reading comprehension, and language activities
while tapping into their imagination. By using a familiar and engaging story,
students can develop their language skills in a fun and interactive way. The lesson
plan also encourages critical thinking and creativity, making it an ideal resource for
ESL teachers looking to create an immersive learning experience for their students.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Spooky eerie or frightening
Old Tree a large, aged tree
Shadow a dark area or shape produced by a body coming between rays of light and a
surface
S)I;\;vmg eyes that emit light, often associated with fear or mystery
Creaking making a sharp, harsh, squeaking sound

Contextual Usage



1. The spooky old tree cast long shadows across the forest.

2. As they approached the old tree, they noticed glowing eyes peering out from
the darkness.

3. The creaking sound coming from the old tree made them feel uneasy.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start with a "Spooky Story Circle." Have the students sit in a
circle and begin by setting the scene with descriptive language related to "The
Berenstain Bears and the Spooky Old Tree." Each student takes turns adding a
sentence to continue the spooky story, incorporating vocabulary from the book.
This activity not only captures students' attention but also sets the tone for the
lesson by immersing them in the theme of the story.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Spooky Word Match

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of cards. On
one set of cards, write spooky-themed words from the story, and on another set,
write their definitions. Instruct the students to match the words with their
corresponding definitions. Encourage group discussions to decide on the correct
matches.

Listening Activity: Spooky Sound Effects

Play various sound effects related to the story, such as creaking doors, howling
winds, or footsteps in the dark. Have students listen carefully and write down what



they think each sound represents. Afterward, facilitate a class discussion for
students to share their interpretations and reasoning.

Roleplay: Exploring the Spooky Old Tree

Assign roles from the story to different students, such as Papa Bear, Mama Bear,
Brother Bear, and Sister Bear. Have them act out a scene where they explore the
spooky old tree. Encourage them to use dialogue from the book or create their own
dialogue based on the characters' personalities.

Reading and Writing: Spooky Story Creation

In pairs, have students create their own spooky stories inspired by “"The Berenstain
Bears and the Spooky Old Tree." They can use the vocabulary learned in class and
incorporate elements of suspense and mystery. After writing their stories,
encourage them to share with the class for a creative writing showcase.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with creating a spooky-themed poster or
drawing related to "The Berenstain Bears and the Spooky Old Tree." They should
incorporate vocabulary words from the lesson and use their imagination to depict a
scene from the story. Additionally, students are encouraged to write a short
paragraph describing their artwork and how it connects to the themes of the book.
This assignment reinforces the lesson content while allowing students to express
their creativity.

Conclusion

Summary



In conclusion, this ESL lesson plan centered around "The Berenstain Bears and the
Spooky Old Tree" has provided students with an engaging platform to enhance their
language skills. Through vocabulary building, listening activities, roleplay, and
creative writing, students have delved into the spooky world of the beloved story
while expanding their English proficiency.

Reflection

Students are encouraged to reflect on how the vocabulary and language elements
learned in this lesson can be applied not only in understanding stories but also in
everyday communication. By immersing themselves in the spooky tale, they have
gained a deeper understanding of descriptive language and storytelling techniques,
which are valuable assets in their language development journey.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging Learning Experience

"The Berenstain Bears and the Spooky Old Tree" provides an engaging and
captivating theme for ESL learning. The spooky and mysterious elements of the
story capture students' imagination, making the learning experience more
enjoyable and memorable.

Rich Vocabulary

The story offers a rich vocabulary related to the spooky theme, allowing students to
learn and practice descriptive language, adjectives, and storytelling elements in a
fun context.



Cultural Relevance

The Berenstain Bears series is well-known and culturally relevant, making it an
excellent choice for ESL lessons as it introduces students to popular literature in
English-speaking countries. This exposure helps students understand cultural
references and enhances their language proficiency.



