
Introduction

The Curious Incident of the Dog In the Night-Time is a compelling ESL lesson plan

topic that offers a unique opportunity for students to explore language, emotions,

and perspective. This lesson plan is designed to engage students in discussions

about the themes, characters, and plot of the novel, while also improving their

language skills. Through this lesson, students will have the chance to expand their

vocabulary, practice reading and writing, and develop critical thinking skills. The

story's protagonist, Christopher Boone, who has Asperger's syndrome, provides an

insightful lens through which students can learn about empathy and understanding

different perspectives. This lesson plan aims to foster a deeper appreciation for

literature while enhancing English language proficiency.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Asperger's

syndrome

A developmental disorder characterized by significant difficulties in social

interaction and nonverbal communication, along with restricted and

repetitive patterns of behavior and interests.

Perspective A particular attitude or way of regarding something; a point of view.

Empathy The ability to understand and share the feelings of another.

Narrative A spoken or written account of connected events; a story.

Logical

reasoning

The process of using a rational, systematic series of steps based on sound

mathematical procedures and given statements to arrive at a conclusion.



Contextual Usage

1. Christopher's Asperger's syndrome affects his perspective on the world

around him.

2. The novel encourages readers to develop empathy for Christopher's challenges.

3. The narrative is told from Christopher's point of view, offering a unique insight

into his logical reasoning.

4. The logical reasoning behind Christopher's actions becomes clearer as the

story unfolds.

5. The novel presents a narrative that challenges traditional storytelling

conventions.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson, start with a warm-up activity that encourages

students to think about different perspectives. Provide students with a series of

photographs depicting everyday scenes and ask them to write a short paragraph

from the perspective of someone else in the image. This activity will not only

engage students but also introduce the theme of perspective, which is central to

The Curious Incident of the Dog In the Night-Time. Encourage students to use

descriptive language and consider how different people might interpret the same

situation. This will prepare them for exploring the unique perspective of the

protagonist in the novel.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Traits

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a character from the

novel. Ask them to brainstorm and write down character traits that describe their

assigned character. Encourage students to use adjectives and provide evidence



from the text to support their choices. Afterward, each group presents their

findings, fostering discussion and critical thinking.

Listening Activity: Perspective Podcast

In pairs, students create a podcast episode where they discuss a key event from the

novel from different characters' perspectives. This activity encourages active

listening, speaking, and collaboration. Students can also incorporate vocabulary

words and character traits identified in the previous activity into their podcast

scripts.

Roleplay Activity: Character Interaction

Assign each student a character from the novel and have them interact in a

roleplay scenario based on an event from the story. This hands-on exercise allows

students to embody the characters, practice dialogue, and understand different

perspectives within the narrative.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine they are one of the characters in the novel and write a

letter to another character expressing their thoughts and emotions about a specific

event. This activity promotes reading comprehension, writing skills, and empathy as

students delve into the characters' perspectives.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a journal entry from the perspective

of Christopher Boone, reflecting on a significant event from the novel. Encourage

them to use descriptive language and incorporate vocabulary words and character

traits discussed in class. This assignment reinforces the lesson's focus on



perspective, empathy, and narrative comprehension while honing students' writing

skills.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have explored the themes of perspective,

empathy, and narrative comprehension through activities that engaged their

language skills and critical thinking abilities. They delved into the unique

perspective of the protagonist in The Curious Incident of the Dog In the Night-Time,

enhancing their understanding of character traits and logical reasoning.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their improved vocabulary,

listening, speaking, and writing skills to further develop their language proficiency.

Understanding different perspectives and practicing empathy not only enriches

their language development but also fosters a deeper appreciation for diverse

viewpoints in literature and real-life interactions.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant Content

The Curious Incident of the Dog In the Night-Time ESL Lesson Plan offers a

captivating and relevant topic for ESL learning. The novel's unique perspective,



compelling narrative, and exploration of themes such as empathy and

understanding make it an ideal choice for engaging students in language

development.

Enhancing Language Skills

Through activities focused on vocabulary building, listening comprehension,

roleplay, and reading and writing, students have the opportunity to enhance their

language skills in various areas. They can expand their vocabulary, improve their

listening abilities, practice speaking through roleplay activities, and develop their

reading comprehension and writing skills.

Promoting Critical Thinking

The novel's complex characters and thought-provoking themes encourage students

to think critically about different perspectives. By analyzing character traits,

exploring logical reasoning, and reflecting on the impact of individual experiences

on one's worldview, students develop critical thinking skills that are essential for

effective communication in English.

Fostering Empathy and Cultural Understanding

The Curious Incident of the Dog In the Night-Time provides a window into the world

of a protagonist with Asperger's syndrome. This allows students to gain insights into

different perspectives and foster empathy towards individuals with diverse

experiences. By exploring cultural differences through literature, students develop a

deeper understanding of others' backgrounds and enhance their intercultural

communication skills.

Overall, The Curious Incident of the Dog In the Night-Time ESL Lesson Plan offers an

engaging and enriching learning experience that not only enhances language skills

but also promotes critical thinking, empathy, and cultural understanding among ESL

learners.


