
Introduction

The Decameron ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic Italian literary

work, "The Decameron," written by Giovanni Boccaccio. This lesson plan aims to

engage students in language learning through the exploration of themes,

characters, and storytelling techniques found in "The Decameron." By delving into

this rich and culturally significant text, students can enhance their vocabulary,

reading comprehension, and critical thinking skills while gaining insight into

medieval Italian society and culture. This ESL lesson plan provides a unique

opportunity for students to connect with historical literature and expand their

language proficiency in an engaging and meaningful way.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Medieval
Relating to the Middle Ages, a period in European history from the 5th to the 15th

century.

Plague
A contagious bacterial disease characterized by fever and delirium, often with

high mortality rates.

Narrative A spoken or written account of connected events; a story.

Allegory
A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning,

typically a moral or political one.

Satire
The use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's

stupidity or vices.

Contextual Usage



1. The Decameron provides insight into medieval society through its narratives.

2. The plague was a recurring theme in The Decameron, reflecting the historical

context of the time.

3. Boccaccio's use of allegory in The Decameron allows readers to uncover deeper

meanings within the stories.

4. The Decameron is known for its satirical portrayal of human behavior and

societal norms.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson on The Decameron, begin with a captivating warm-up

activity. Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a short

excerpt from The Decameron. Ask them to read the excerpt and discuss the

themes, characters, and any unfamiliar words or phrases they encounter.

Encourage students to share their interpretations and engage in a brief discussion

about the historical context of the text. This activity not only captures students'

attention but also immerses them in the world of The Decameron, preparing them

for deeper exploration during the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Analysis

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a character from The

Decameron. Instruct the groups to create a list of descriptive vocabulary words that

characterize their assigned character. Encourage them to use adjectives,

personality traits, and physical descriptions. Afterward, each group presents their

findings to the class, fostering group discussions and expanding vocabulary.

Listening Exercise: Storytelling Podcast



Have students listen to a podcast episode that narrates a story from The

Decameron. Afterward, facilitate a class discussion about the storytelling

techniques used in the podcast compared to the written text. This activity enhances

listening skills and encourages critical thinking through analyzing different forms of

storytelling.

Roleplay: Medieval Society Simulation

Organize a roleplay activity where students take on the roles of characters from The

Decameron and interact in a simulated medieval society setting. This hands-on

exercise allows students to embody the characters, practice language skills in

context, and gain a deeper understanding of the societal dynamics depicted in the

text.

Reading and Writing: Modern-Day Decameron

In pairs, have students create their own modern-day version of The Decameron by

writing short stories based on contemporary themes or events. Encourage them to

incorporate elements of satire or allegory. After completing their stories, students

can exchange and discuss their narratives, promoting creative writing skills and

fostering peer collaboration.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short essay analyzing the themes

and societal commentary present in one of the stories from The Decameron. They

should also include a reflection on how these themes are relevant in today's society.

This assignment reinforces the lesson content by encouraging students to apply

critical thinking skills and connect historical literature to contemporary issues.

Conclusion



Summary

In conclusion, the Decameron ESL lesson plan provides students with an engaging

opportunity to explore the classic Italian literary work, "The Decameron," by

Giovanni Boccaccio. Throughout the lesson, students delved into themes,

characters, and storytelling techniques found in "The Decameron," enhancing their

vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical thinking skills while gaining insight

into medieval Italian society and culture.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their learnings in language

development by understanding historical contexts, analyzing storytelling methods,

and connecting past societal issues to contemporary themes. This not only enriches

their language skills but also fosters a deeper appreciation for literature and

cultural awareness.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Culturally Rich

The Decameron ESL Lesson Plan is a great topic for ESL learning due to its engaging

nature and cultural richness. The literary work provides students with an immersive

experience into medieval Italian society, allowing them to explore different

perspectives, themes, and storytelling techniques. This not only enhances their

language skills but also broadens their cultural awareness and understanding.



Expands Vocabulary and Reading

Comprehension

By studying The Decameron, students are exposed to a wide range of vocabulary

words and expressions that are relevant to the text. This helps expand their

vocabulary repertoire and improves their reading comprehension skills as they

navigate through the complex narratives and themes presented in the stories.

Promotes Critical Thinking and Analysis

The Decameron encourages students to think critically and analyze the text in

terms of its historical context, societal commentary, and literary techniques. This

fosters higher-order thinking skills as students engage in discussions, debates, and

written assignments that require them to interpret the stories, identify underlying

messages, and make connections to real-world issues.

Connects Past with Present

Studying The Decameron allows ESL learners to bridge the gap between past and

present by exploring timeless themes that are still relevant today. Through

discussions on topics such as human behavior, societal norms, morality, love, and

resilience, students can reflect on how these concepts relate to their own lives and

cultures.

Overall, The Decameron ESL Lesson Plan offers a unique opportunity for ESL

learners to develop language proficiency while immersing themselves in a

captivating literary work that provides insights into history, culture, critical thinking

skills, and personal reflection.


