
Introduction

The Five People You Meet In Heaven ESL Lesson Plan

The purpose of this ESL lesson plan is to engage students in exploring the themes

and vocabulary of Mitch Albom's novel "The Five People You Meet In Heaven." This

lesson plan aims to improve students' reading, listening, and speaking skills while

also encouraging critical thinking and reflection. By delving into the story's

characters, settings, and events, students will not only enhance their English

language proficiency but also gain valuable insights into life lessons and moral

values. This topic provides a rich opportunity for language development through

meaningful discussions and activities centered around the novel's content.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Destiny
The events that will necessarily happen to a particular person or thing in the

future.

Redemption The action of saving or being saved from sin, error, or evil.

Sacrifice
An act of giving up something valued for the sake of something else regarded

as more important or worthy.

Regret
A feeling of sadness, repentance, or disappointment over something that has

happened or been done.

Forgiveness The action or process of forgiving or being forgiven.

Contextual Usage



1. Destiny: In the novel, Eddie's journey through heaven helps him understand his

destiny and the impact he had on others.

2. Redemption: The story explores themes of redemption as Eddie encounters

people from his past and learns about their interconnected lives.

3. Sacrifice: The characters in the novel demonstrate sacrifice as they make

choices that affect others' lives.

4. Regret: Eddie reflects on his life and experiences regret for missed

opportunities and unfulfilled dreams.

5. Forgiveness: Through interactions with different characters, Eddie seeks and

offers forgiveness, leading to emotional growth and healing.

ESL Warm-up Activity

Engagement Starter

To kick off the lesson on "The Five People You Meet In Heaven," start with a thought-

provoking question related to destiny or the impact of one's actions on others. For

example, ask students to reflect on a time when they felt their actions had a

significant impact on someone else's life. Encourage them to share their thoughts in

pairs or small groups, using language elements such as past tenses and descriptive

adjectives to set the tone for the lesson. This activity will not only capture students'

attention but also introduce them to the central themes of the novel, preparing

them for deeper exploration.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Connections



Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of vocabulary

cards related to the novel. Instruct students to match the words with their

definitions and then use them in sentences related to the themes of destiny,

sacrifice, and forgiveness. Encourage group discussions to ensure comprehension

and application of the vocabulary.

Listening Activity: Character Reflections

Play audio clips or read aloud excerpts from the novel that depict interactions

between Eddie and the five people he meets in heaven. After each segment, have

students discuss in pairs how the characters' reflections on life events relate to the

themes of redemption and regret. This activity promotes listening comprehension

and critical thinking.

Roleplay Activity: Heaven's Encounters

Assign each student a character from the novel or create original characters based

on the themes. Have them engage in roleplay scenarios where they meet in

"heaven" and share their life stories, focusing on moments of sacrifice, regret, or

forgiveness. This hands-on exercise encourages creativity, speaking practice, and

empathy.

Reading and Writing Activity: Reflective Essays

Ask students to write reflective essays on a character's journey through heaven,

emphasizing how their encounters contribute to understanding life's purpose and

interconnectedness. Provide opportunities for peer review and group discussions to

enhance writing skills and deepen comprehension of the novel's themes.

ESL Homework Assignment



Homework Assignment

For homework, students can choose one of the characters from "The Five People

You Meet In Heaven" and write a journal entry from that character's perspective,

reflecting on their life and the lessons learned from their encounters in heaven. This

task reinforces the lesson content by encouraging students to delve deeper into the

themes of destiny, redemption, sacrifice, regret, and forgiveness. Additionally, they

can be asked to include vocabulary words from the lesson in their journal entries to

further solidify their understanding and usage of the terms.

Conclusion

Conclusion

In conclusion, this ESL lesson plan on "The Five People You Meet In Heaven" has

provided students with an opportunity to explore essential themes such as destiny,

redemption, sacrifice, regret, and forgiveness. By engaging in various activities and

discussions, students have gained a deeper understanding of these concepts while

enhancing their language skills.

Prompting students to reflect on what they have learned and how it can be applied

in their language development encourages critical thinking and self-awareness. This

reflection allows students to recognize the impact of literature on language

acquisition and personal growth, fostering a holistic approach to ESL learning.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhanced Language Skills



"The Five People You Meet In Heaven" offers a rich tapestry of vocabulary and

themes that provide ample opportunities for ESL learners to expand their language

skills. The novel's exploration of complex emotions and life experiences allows

students to engage with nuanced language and develop a deeper understanding of

literary expressions.

Critical Thinking and Reflection

The novel's thought-provoking themes encourage students to think critically,

analyze characters' motivations, and reflect on their own lives. This fosters a

deeper connection with the material, leading to meaningful discussions and written

reflections that enhance language proficiency while nurturing personal growth.

Cultural Understanding

Exploring the diverse characters and their interconnected stories in "The Five

People You Meet In Heaven" provides ESL learners with insights into different

cultural perspectives and human experiences. This exposure broadens their cultural

awareness and empathy, contributing to a more comprehensive language learning

experience.


